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common 1in firearm suppressors but which serve no legitimate purpose in a solvent trap or fuel

filter.

Additionally, I researched Title 18, United States Code, Section 921 (a)(24), which defined a
firearm silencer or *“‘suppressors” as “any device for silencing, muffling, or diminishing the

report of a portable firearm, including any combination of parts, designed or redesigned and
intended for the use in assembling or fabricating a fircarm silencer or fircarm muffler, any part
intended only for use in such assembly or fabrication.” The State of California defined the term

“silencer’” as a device that reduces the sound of a gun when the gun 1s fired. California Penal
Code section 33410 makes it a felony ftor a person, firm, or corporation to possess a silencer.

Federal investigators informed me that in orderto legally possess a suppressor, an mmdividual
must apply for and receive advanced approval from the ATF. A silencer must aiso have a
registered serial number and bear that serial number. An individual who had obtained ATF
approval toreceive and possess a silencer would appear on the National Firearms Registration
and Transfer Record.

The NFA prohibits the importation of suppressors unless they are for the use by the United
States, for scientific research, for testing by a registered manutacturer, or to be used as a sample
by a registered importer. Similarly, the Gun Control Act (GCA) of 1968, confided at Title 18,
United States Code, Chapter 44, requires that firearms imported into the United States bear a

serial number and restricts importation to firearms *“‘generally recognized as particularly suitable
for or readily adaptable to sporting purposes.”

Lastly, I conducted numerous searches on the internet, specifically YouTube, which revealed

numerous videos of “fuel filters” and “solvent traps” being used as firearm suppressors. Asa
result of my investigative research into silencers and conversations with federal investigators, 1
gained a general understanding of how people attempt to unlawfully purchase, smuggle, and use

silencers.

SUMMARY:

On April 22, 2021, CBP Officer Marisela Pefia was assigned to the Los Angeles International
Mail Facility located at 20700 Denker Avenue, Torrance California, 90501. At approximately
12:03 PM, Pefia was screening a bin of parcels from the People’s Republic of China utilizing a
dedicated X-Ray machine. She subsequently identified 13 objects that were consistent with
firearm silencers. The objects were contained in 13 separate parcels destined to various
recipients throughout California. All of the parcels were declared by the shipping agent as “fuel
filters.” Through Pefia’s training and experience, she recognized that firearm silencers are often
declared as fuel filters to avoid detection and that most of these firearm silencers were shipped
from China. CBP generated a list of the 13 intercepted parcels and contacted various HSI offices
for possible investigation. One of the parcels was addressed to Luke Walden, with an address of

I C BP contacted the HSI Office in the San

Fernando Valley and the case was assigned to HSI Special Agent Razmik Madoyan.
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Note: CBP conducts routine examinations ot parcels shipped by foreign
mail services before the parcels are prepared for delivery to their final
destination. Due to the large volume of cargo that enters the United States
on a daily basis, CBP i1s unable to examine all parcels. CBP uses a variety
of methods to select parcels for border search examimation, including
random and targeted inspections. Pursuant to their authority under Title
19, Code of Federal Regulations Section 162.6, also known as “Border
Search Authority”, CBP officers and certain other law enforcement
officers may conduct examinations of goods entering the United States
without a search warrant, probable cause, or individualized suspicion.

Additionally, searches at the border do not require probable cause or a
warrant. United States v. Ramsey, 431 U.S. 606, 619 (1977).

HSI Special Agent Razmik Madoyan conducted a preliminary investigation of
Walden and the parcel that was intended to be delivered. The tracking number
associated with the parcel was listed as “LY694058860CN.” During his research,
Madoyan discovered that Walden was employed by the LAPD and notified his
supervisor. The notification subsequently led to my involvement in the case.

Utillizing Department resources, I confirmed that Walden 1s employed by the
LAPD as a Detective II assigned to Gang and Narcotics Division (GND) and 1is

assigned to an office located at LAPD within Olympic Area Community Police
Station. According to Department resources, Walden’s home address 1s listed as

On April 26, 2021, I responded to the HSI office in the San Fernando Valley and

took possession of the parcel. The parcel was purple in color, partially opened,
and was contained inside a larger clear evidence bag. A photographer from
LAPD’s Technical Investigation Division responded to the location and
photographed the parcel, its contents, and a control log. Upon ispection of the
outside of the parcel, I noted the shipping label was addressed to  Luke Walden
at _ The sender was labeled as Xu
Shi Ming, from Wuhan, China. The description of the item was a “fuel filter”
with a weight of .225 kilograms and a value of 10 dollars. The shipping label

contained the following characters: $RJ5E1/2-28 B R B IAHIE/E3F. A search
of those characters on the internet website “Google Translate,” interpreted this as

“Spiral 2 - 28 single-core automobile fuel filter (6-inch '2”— 28-black spiral
P0171289910).

Note: The thread measurement, “/4 - 28" appears 1n the ATEF Technical
Bulletin 20-21, Inline Filter Firearm Silencers, on page 5. A 2 - 28 RH

bolt thread can be applied to the following firearms; AR-15, M-16, AR-
180, most threaded .223/5.56 rifles, most threaded .22 nfles and pistols,
most threaded 9mm pistols, Ruger 10/22 tactical rifle, newer Mm 14
223/5.56 rifles, MPAS57 submachine pistol, and an MPA 9mm
submachine pistol.
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Walden had some knowledge about silencers which he obtained during his assignments;
however, he was not an expert. He knew that fircarm silencers were 1llegal to possess.
Walden did not dispute the results of the audit of his internet search history by Information
Technology Burcau. Walden explained that he utilized a Department computer to conduct
internet searches on silencers only for work related reasons. Walden did not recall when he
conducted the searches or what keywords he used. Walden explained that he obtained
information from sources provided by the FBI regarding suspects wishing to sell “ghost guns”
which possibly led to some of the information captured in the audit. Also, on occasion he
obtained information or leads which resulted in internet research that may have been captured
in the audit as well.

INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE

I. On April 26, 2021, Nemeroff responded to the United States (U.S.) Department ot
Homeland Security, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Homeland Security
Investigations (HSI), office in the San Fernando Valley. Nemeroft took possession of
the parcel in question that was addressed to Walden. A photographer assigned to TID
responded and photographed the parcel and its contents. The photographs were

assigned Control No. D0803173 (Addendum 8).
ADDENDA

5A-D. Pictures of Walden’s vehicles, California license plate nos. _ and -
6A-B. Pictures of the type of fuel filter and bracket Walden ordered.
7A-B. Registration information regarding Walden’s vehicles.

8A-F. Photographs, Control No. DO803173.









