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Thursday, December 14, 2023, 9:03 a.m.
West Sacramento, California
-—00o——

CHATRPERSON DUDLEY: Good morming. Today we will
be making history. This is the first meeting of the
Peace Officer Standards Accountability Advisory Board in
the history of Califormia.

My name is Joyce Dudley, and I am the Poard Chair.
Today is December 14th, 2023.

We are here today as a direct result of the hard

work of peace officers, activists, legislators, voters,

1 Gavernor Newsom's Office, and the staff of POST under
the extraordinary leadership of its Executive Director,
| Menny Alvarez.

We are also here because, historically, people have

been treated unjustly or have been unjustly accused.

Soe of these people include victims, their loved ones,

and law enforcement officers.

To quote Dietrich Borhoeffer, quote, "We are not to

simply bandage the wounds of victims beneath the wheels

of injustice. We are to drive a spike [sic] into the
wheel itself."

We are here to listen carefully, think
thoughtfully, and act judiciously as we seek truth and

51 Justice for all.
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To quote Mehatma Gandhi, quote, "Truth never
damages a cause that is just.”

Our primary mission is to protect the public and
all constitutional and statutory rights.

As Martin Luther King, Jt., said, "Human progress
is neither automatic nor inevitable ... Every step
toward the goal of justice requires sacrifice,
suffering, and struggle; the tireless exertion and
passionate concern.of dedicated individuals."

Which is why all of you were chosen to serve on

To end my personal. comments, I leave you with the

words of Robert F. Kemnedy. "Few will have the

| greatness to bend history itself, but each of us can
work to change a small portion of events. It is from
numberiess, diverse acts of courage and belief that

hurmen history is shaped. Each time a person stands up

for an ideal or acts to improve the lot of others, or

 strikes out against injustice; they send forth a tiny

ripple of hope and crossing each other from a million

different centers of energy and daring those ripples

- build a current which can sweep down the mightest walls

of oppressicn and resistance.”
I want to personally thank you all for joining us
today, the board and members and our commmnity.

. KATHRYN S. SWANK, CSR, RER  (916) 390-7731
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Before the meeting officially begins, allow me to
remind you that this meeting is being webcast, recorded,
and transcribed. So I may ask you to slow down, repeat
things, or speak more clearly so that our transcriber
can most accurately capture the discussion of our
minutes.

Further, please note that the microphones are on

~and off. When you begin speaking, they may go live.
With this in mind, you will need to pay attention to

your cross—talk.
Mr. Knapp, please call the roll call.
MR. KNAPP: Madam Chair, Members of the Board, good

(No response.)

MR. KNAPP: Roard Member Clavo.
MEMBER CLAVO: Present.

MR, KNAPP: Board Merber Crawford.
MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWEORD: Present.
MR, KNAPP: Board Merber Doyle.
MEMBER DOYIE: Here.

MR. KNAPP: Board Meiber Dudley.
CHAIREERSON DUDLEY: Here.

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Glaser.
MEMBER GLASER: Here.

. KATHRYN S, SWANK, CSR, RER  (916) 390-7731
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MR. KNAPP: Board Merber Johnsorn.

MEMBER JOHNSON: Here.

MR. KNAPP: Board Marber Iara.

MEMBER IARA: Present.

MR. KNAPP: And Board Member Pena.

MEMBER PENA: Present.

MR. KNAPP: Thank you.

CHATRPERSON DUDLEY: Thank you, Mr. Knapp.

A quorum has been established. There are eight

members here ty-.

I would like to introduce —— and the name of this
board, the initial of this board of PCST, POSAAB. I'm

- not sure it is any easier to say than the full board
" name, but it is P-O-S-A-A-B.

And so our legal counsel is Christopher Beatty.
Thank you for being here. And FOST Assistant Executive

Director Antiemarie Del Mugnaic. Okay. She is to my

| right.

Public comment.

This time is set aside for members of the public
who wish to cominent on items not on the agenda, lut
those within the board's jurisdiction. PRublic comrents
on matters on the agenda will be heard after each item
is presented.

Public comment on specific peace officer revocation
10
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PBSSES.

Andlwantto thank all the board members for doing
althat reading last night. Oloviously, youwerev
prepared, and itis very much appreciated.

Okay. We nowmoveto the nextiems onthe agenda,
andthatis the two casesthat are before us today.

Wewil only be reviewing the facts and evidence as
presented by the division. Thisis natan evidenti
hearing. The ruies of evidence do natapply. Bvd
is notformally admitted into the record. Thereis
need to make any objections, and obectionswilno
ruled upon.

Under the Penal Code and applicalle state
reguiations, this iniial hearing wil determine on
the matterwil proceed forward for the Commission’
review. And then should the Commission approve, fo
ful evidentiary hearing before an adminstrative |
judge to determine whether the allegations are true
justify discipiine.

Forthose commenting oneachitemat this early
stage, the board must only consider the facis that
division, after investigation, believes can be prov
alater evidentiary hearing.

For that reason, today, the board will entertain
arguments as towhether or notthose facis as prese

it

32857

edat
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by the division demonstrate a high probabiity that
serious miscondudt, as defined in Penal Code sedtio
13510.8 and Regulation 1205, occurred.

Thisfinding simply results inthe matter being
moved forward. No actions by the board or the
Commission prior to a full evidentiary hearingamou
afinal determination that an officer did, infact,
engage in misconduct or that the revocation o
suspensionis mandated. Thatwil be determined af
the evidentiary hearing.

Atthistime, |wil now cal upon Law Enforcement
Consultant Trevor Shields, Professional Conduct,
Southem Bureau; and Carie Wookey, Atiomey Level
Legal Affairs Bureaw, to provide areporton case P
2308479, Justin Raymond Ramirez, formerly ofthe Or
County Shexiffs Department

Thankyou bath.

MR. SHIELDS: Good moming, Madam Chair, members of
the board. My name s Trevor Shields. ImalLaw
Enforcement Consultantwith POST's Professional Con
Bureau Southem Bureau — Conduct Southem Bureau.
Seated to my right— [ wil letyou introduce your
Cartie.

MS.WOOLLEY: My nameis Carrie\WWookey. Iman
Attomey lllwith the Legal Affairs Bureau for POST

nto

I,
OST

duct
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MR. SHIELDS: This case doesinvalve former Deputy
Justin Ramirez of the Orange County Sheriffs
Department
Deputy Ramirez was trained and assigned as a school
resource officer. Like all peace officers, schodl
resource officers are held to a higher standard of
conduct. School resources act as teachers, counsel
role models, and protectors of our children.
Deputy Ramirez violated his duty to protect the
chidren by utiizing his personal cel phone tosh
o separate groups of 14-year-old freshmenfemale
students two videos and two photos that contained
hamiul matter as defined by Califormia Penal Code
313@).
fwve couid getit put up on the — aciuially, itis
the atherone. Yes.
CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Isthat natthe Penal Code -
MS.WOOLLEY: Nextside, pease.
MR. SHIELDS: Nextside.
MS.WOOLLEY: Thankyou.
MR. SHIELDS: The definiion of "harmiful mattey,”
according to the Penal Code.
MS.WOOLLEY: Yes. Thatscorect
CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Standby.
MR. SHIELDS: Iwil gve you guysamomenttoread

KATHRYN S. SWANK,CSR RPR (916)390-7731
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CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Wouid you please read the
definiion?

MR. SHIELDS: Wouid you ke metoread it?

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Yes, pease.

MR. SHIELDS: As used inthis chapter, "Hamiul
meatter’ means matier taken asawhole, whichtothe
average person, applying contemporary siatevwde
standards, appeals to the prudent [sic] interests,
isamatterwhich, takenasawhole, depicts or
desarbes ina patenty offensive way sexual conduc
which, taken as awhole, lacks serious lierary,
artistic, political, or scientific value for minors

The Orange County Shexiffs Department conducted a
aiminal and administrative investigations. They
sustained departmental policy violations of serious
misconduct against Deputy Ramirez. They referred a
ciminal complaintto the Orange County District
Attomey's Office.

The Orange County District Attomey/'s Office fied
one misdemeanor charge of 313.1(a) of the Califomi
Vehide Code, whichwas distributing hanmmiul manner
matter tb aminor.

The following are facts to the serious misconduct
charge of acis that viokate the law

tand

31
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On September 2nd, 2022, Deputy Ramirez was on
campus at Trabuoco High Schoolin Mission Viglo duri
the freshman lunch period. Deputy Ramirez knew or
should have known the students around himwere high
schoal students under the age of 18.

Deputy Ramirez was in full uniform. He was seated
in his patrol carwhen he was approached by several
freshman students. These students asked him quest
aboutevents he had seeninhisjob asadeputy she
Spediically, and | quote, "Whatwas the mast horti
callyou got?"

Instead of using this stiudent interacion as a
posiive teaching moment, and providing an
age-appropriate response, Deputy Ramirez used very
judgmentand utiized his personal cel phonetosh
the group of 14~year-old freshman stiudents the two
videos and two phofos containing expict, graphic,
sexual, and vident content, aswel asone —asw
asone ofilicitdrug use, all ofwhichwas not
appropriate for juvenies.

Deputy Ramirez was not part ofthese events he was
showing. He was naton scene, and he was not part
the investigation of these everts.

Thefirstvideo depicts two indviduals engaging in
sexual intercourse, who were subsseguently stabbed b

yan

KATHRYN S. SWANK,CSR RPR (916)390-7731
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assalantwith a knife, resulting in the death and
apparent death of one of the vidims. Thevideois
expictand graphicin nature and shows the faces
inimatte body contact between the vidis.

The second video shows two males siting onthe
ground inaroom, smoking a controlled substance, m
ikely crack cocaine, from glass pipes. The males
engaged in an explict act— activity of blowing
narootics smoke into the intimate body part of anot

The deputy also showed two students the —two
photos. Thefirstwas of a deceased young female
simiar age asthe students. Thefemale was laying
roadway as aresult of a traffic colisonwith as
headinury.

The second phato was taken in ahospital setting
depicing asevere lacerations toafemale’s leg fr
the bite of a shexiffs K9.

Deputy Ramirez repeated the act of showing these
same vdeos and phatos to—afewminutes later to
new group of freshman female students. These stude
came over to him after hearing about the videos and
photos from the first group of stiudents. Each siud
had a diffierent reaction to being shown theseimage

One student stated she wil never forget the image
ofa, quote, "a 17-year-odgrl onthe street. Th

4 3

na

jab)

(9]
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wasagash, and her brains were coming out”

Later that same student said, and | quote, That's
acually somebody dying infront of my face.”

One ofthe students was distuied enough to share
what she sawwith her mather, who tumed around and
called the Orange County Sheiffs Departmenttore
the inadent, which led to this investigation.

The Orange County Sheriffs Department
investigation — or during the Orange County Shexif
Departments investigation, Deputy Ramirez resigned
the shexiffs department on December 14th, 2022, pr
to hisadministrative interview, and has nat provid
Slaement

Onthe PowerPointis the definiion of the criminal
charge he was charged with.

Madam Chair, would you ike me to read the law?
Okay.

Califormia Penal Code 313.1(a). "Every personwho,
with knowledge thata personis aminar, or fais t
exerase reasonabe care in ascertaining the tue a
aminor, knowingly sells, rents, distributes, sends
causesto be sent, exhibits, or offers to distribut
exhibitby any means, induding, butnotimited to
Ive or recorded phone messages, any harmiul matter
the minor shall be punished as spedified in section

KATHRYN S. SWANK,CSR RPR (916)390-7731
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CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Thankyou.

MR. SHIELDS: On Apri 25t of this year, Deputy
Ramirez appeared in Orange County Superior Courton
misdemeanor count of this section of 313.1(@). Des
Office, the court granted Deputy Ramirez amisdemea
pretrial diversion under Penal Code section 1001.95

As partofthat agreement, Deputy Ramirez agreed i
commitno new misdemeanor or felony crimes, perform
hours of community service, complete sensitvity
training, comply with the Stay-away order, and pay
diversion restitution fee.

Information olotained during this investigationwas
analyzed by the dear and convinaing evidence siand
For purposes of this investigation, dear and corm
evidence means evidence ofacharge isclearand
convinang so long as there is a high probabiity t
the chargeistrue. The evidence nat—the eviden
need not establish afact beyond a reasonaldle doulbot

As aschoal resource officer, Deputy Ramirez was
entrusted with an extremely high level of pubic tr
inthe community; namely, the safiety and the protec
of the community's youth. He received training fro
agency as a school resource office.

auf'%§

nang

g

3

S &
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Deputy Ramirez's actions were egregious and
repeated. Theywere inconsistentwith the obligat
apeace dfficer to uphald the law and respect the r
of members of the pubic.

Deputy Ramirez not only viokated the Penal Code,
but showed his lack of judgmentand disregard for h
assignmentas a deputy and a school resource ofiice

Deputy Ramirez should have acted as a role model
for these students, natexposing them to expicit,
graphic, and vioentmaterial. He chosetoshowth
Inappropriate material notonce, buttwice to two
Separate groups of 14-year-old female students, whi
uniform and siting inamarked patrol vehide asa
schoal.

Based onthe facts ofthis case, as desaibed here
andinthe investigative summary and findings, ther
clear and convinang evidence that Deputy Ramirez
committed acts that Vidkate the law, defined in Pen
Code section 13510.8()6).

Therefore, the recommendation is that Deputy
Ramirez — Deputy Ramirez's Peace Officer’s Cetif
be revoked.

If the board has any questions, Came and 1wl
be happy toanswer them atthistime,

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Iknowal ofyou have

onof

e
hgh

es
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reviewed the documentary evidence thatwas sent to you,
andal ofyou have seen the videos that have been
described aswel as the photographs.

So do any of you have any addiional questions or
comments?

| have one question, and then I wil be calling
upon Board Member Doyle.

Perhaps | misunderstood this, butwhen the parent
ofthe daughterwho explained to herwhat happened at
school, thet alleged vicim, then atter she, her
daughter, told herwhat happened, that parent then
called 911 or the shexiffs department

Andwasittrue, infact, that the responding
officer was Officer Ramirez?

MR.SHIELDS: Yes. Yes, itwes.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Sohe interviewed the chid
who he, infact, showed this photo to”?

MR. SHIELDS.: Briefly, yes.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay. Andthenatsome poirt,
he came o redlize that itwas, infact, hewho she was
descibing?

MR. SHIELDS: Thatis corect.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay. Andthenanather
officer camein®?

MR. SHIELDS: He did. He contacted his supervisor

37
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who cametothe scene.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay. Sotherewasaperiod
ofime —moments, | dontknow-wherehe—in
addiion to shoning the photographs and the videcs,
where he thentook areport about his oan behavior?

MR. SHIELDS: Correct.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay. Andabouthowlongwas
that?

MR. SHEELDS: Fomthe ime heamvedatthe

residence o the time the supenvisor armved, | bel eve
itwas — | dontknowexactly. 1wouid havetobe -
gveyou an approximate. twas approximatiely 20t 030
MiNUIEs,

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay. During that period of
time, do you happen to know if he stayed with that

chid, orwhether he immediately took himself outo fthe
case?

MR. SHIELDS: Hedidnot. He did. He stepped -
when he realized that this case was abouthim, he d d
excuse himself, went outto his patrol car. That's
where he made a phone call to anather school resour e
officer and to his supervisor.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay.
MR. SHIELDS: When his supervisoranived, they
thenwent backinto the house.

KATHRYN S. SWANK,CSR RPR (916)390-7731
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CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay.
MR. SHIELDS: Hewas natalone with the chid.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Butwhen-—and I belevethis

wasalinyour repart. He waited outside, and the
when his supervisor armved, he again entered that
where this chid and her motherwere?

MR. SHIELDS: Correct.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay.

Yes. Board Member Doye.

MEMBER DOYLE: The decsion to provide diversion,
wasthat a court — Orange County court policy?

MR. SHIELDS: Yes-oh, that's probalbly more of

MS.WOOLLEY: ltwould have beenwithinthe
discretion ofthe trialjudge. twas over the
objyection of the district atiomey. 1 belleve the
district attormey who handled the case was supposed
be appearing today. Ifhe's here for public commen
may be able to answer that questioninful.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Board Member Doyle, heisdue

here at about 10 ododk

MEMBER DOYLE: No, thatssuficert. |just
wanted o know - because | know there are misdemea
that are exduded from diversion and justwanted to
dlarify if thatwas a board policy to pretty much d

the

KATHRYN S. SWANK,CSR RPR (916)390-7731
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misdemeanars.

MS.WOOLLEY: Right

MEMBER DOYLE: Okay. Thankyou.

MS.WOOLLEY: ltwould have been exduded hed it
been registeralle under Penal Code section 298. Th
was nat, though.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Any ather board members have
any ather questions?

Yes.

MEMBER GLASER: Yeah. Juston Chair Dudey's
earfer point.

Inyour report, itsays, on page 6inthe fourth
paragraph, that the sergeant that he called, Sergea
Huerta, assisted the respondent to complete his—
compiete hisintenviews by talking with the parents
the respondent could interview Student Number 1in
adiacentroom.

Did that interview oocur in the adiacent room, or
didtheyjust setthat up, and thenitgot scuttied

MR. SHIELDS: No, he dd interview the studerntin
anadiacentroom.

Butthere was aliie — Deputy Ramirez wasnta
hundred percent completely honestwith the supervis
| dont believe the supervisor, at thet point, knew
thiswas abbouthim. And | think things wouid have

%‘882
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aliie different, maybe.

ltweasntunti after they exited the residence
that Deputy Ramirez came alitie bitforward with what
he thoughtwas going on.

MEMBER GLASER: But thatinterview had occurred —

MR. SHIELDS: Had occured -

MEMBER GLASER: -inthe adiacentroom betweenthe
respondentand the student?

MR. SHIELDS: Thatis comect.

MEMBER GLASER: Alone?

MR. SHIELDS: Its stil within eye —itswithin

the house. Theywerewitineyeshatofthe—ofe ach
ather, the parents and the sergearnt.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Arethere any ather questions
or comments fromany of the board members at this t ime?

MEMBER LARA: Actualy, | have aquestion. Was
there any explanation — | didntsee inthe report -
aboutthe evolution of the story that the deputy ga veto
SergeantHuerta?

The story began, he did not—the videos were not
ofasexual nature. And then later on, the story
becomes something different, that he explainsto th e
SUpenVisor.

Wasthere any expansion onwhy that might have

happened?
41
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MR. SHIELDS: Therewas not. twas—youknow,

he told them at the scene, before they ke, thet h

you know, thet it might have been abouthim.
Andthen later oninthe shift, he then, I think,

was probably trying to wiite the report, and contac

the supervisor and gave him that further update tha

did showa couple of videos and phoios to students.
MS.WOOLLEY: And o your point, Board Member Lara,

hewas natinterviewed for the administrative

investigation. He resigned prior to being intervie

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Arethere any ather comments

orquestions?
Yes, Mr. Johnson.

MEMBER JOHNSON: Yes. |dohaveaquestion. How

did he cometo getthe videos, | guess, isthe firs
question.

Andthe second questionis: There's avioiation—
Imnot sure what code — of the evidence thathe h
his phone, whichis a private phone, his personal p
fromwhat | believe.

Sothefirstquestionis: How did he come to get
thevideos? Andwasitokay for himto have those
his phone?

MR. SHIELDS: Im notsure howhe cameto getthem.
He was not part of those investigations. Whethert

the

KATHRYN S. SWANK,CSR RPR (916)390-7731




© 00 N O O &~ W N P

o B B B

14

16
17

19

8 R

24

POSAAB Meeting, December 14, 2023

were sentto him by another person, deputy, fiend,
dontknowwho sentthemto him.

There were quite a few photos on his phone whenthe
sherifts department did a searchwarrant. Therew
homicide investigator that completed the criminal
portion of the — of the repart, of Orange County's
repat. And he did gothrough all - | believe it
doseto 18,000 videos and photos.

When | spoke with him, he said that there was
nothing criminal in naturre that spediically was
aiminalto possess. fthecame ciminalwhen Deput
Ramirez showed themto the underage females.

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD: | do have aguestion.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: One moment, please.

Was there a follow-up on that, Mr. Johnson?

MEMBER JOHNSON: No. No. He answeredit

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: The lawthat I thinkyou are
refening tois Kobe's Law, and that lwwasnt yet
enacted.

MEMBER PENA: Kobe's Lawwaswhat Iwas going to
commernton.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Thankyou.

Anything else”? Any ather questions from the board?

Yes.

asa
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MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD: Sothey kind ofansiwered
the question aboutthe Kobe's Law.

When did the sheriffs department—did he
voluniarly show the videos, orwes itduring at th
time that they got the searchwarranttogotothe
house, and they abiained this — the videos off of
personal phone?

MR. SHIELDS: The searchwarrant—they called him
inthe - beleve itwas their ity hal. And
had the searchwarrart. And he volunteer —youkn
he certainly didnt fight them. Provided those pho
in acoordance with that —with that search warrant

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD: Tharnkyou.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Any ather questions o
comments fromthe board?

(Noresponse))

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Arethere any membersofthe
pubic whowould like to address the board regardin
thisagendalitem?

(Noresponse))

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: | belevewe have someone
onine. \Would you please identify yourseff, sr.

MR.BAUMANN: Yes, good moming. Madam Char,
board members. My name is Robert Baumann. Ima

representative for Deputy Ramirez.

his
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CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay. Thankyou.

And doyou have a public comment regarding this
matter?

MR.BAUMANN: Yes, malam. Justacouple iemsthat
Iwanted to address. Thefirstpieceis, asitrel
to Deputy Ramirez, it has been mentioned that he di
provide a statement, and the division has never rea
out to conduct aninvestigation or any further
investigation to discuss this with Deputy Ramirez.
think Deputy Ramirezs stiatementand what he saysi
imperative and pertinent to this investigation.

And, again, my understanding, unless | have a
misunderstanding, is that the division does have th
authority and the abiity to conduct further
investigation. Oviously, the standard before the
s dear and corvinang evidence, whichisa higher
standard thanwhat the department - the department
burden of preponderance of the evidence.

Therefore, | think Deputy RamireZs Statementis
perinentand, again, wouid shed ighton alot of
alegations, because as of right, these are - the
alegations are being substantiated by one side by
statements by one party essentially, without Deputy
Ramiezsinput

Thatwasthefirstiterm lwanted to address and

dnat
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ling to the board's attention.

The seconditem—

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: May | interruptyou and just
have them respond to that, and thenwe cangoonto
nextevent? Isthat okay?

MR.BAUMANN: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Please, goahead.

MS.WOOLLEY: Thankyou.

| did just confer with Mr. Shields. Thatstrue
that the division did notreach out for a statement
Deputy Ramirez. However, [wouid like to point out
under the law, we are not obligated to reach outto
Deputy Ramirez for a staterment or to any officer fo
statementifwe feel that the investigation thatwa
performed by the agency was sufficentin and of it
whichwasthe case here.

We had the evidence from Deputy Ramirezs phones

We also had the emidence from Deputy Ramirezs
statements to the ather officer that was on his
bodywom camerafootage, where he indicated and
admited to the ather officer thet he, infact, dd
these videos to thase children at the high school.

Sowe feltthat the investigation was complete and
did not require further statements or investigation

ra

w

KATHRYN S. SWANK,CSR RPR (916)390-7731




© 00 N O O &~ W N P

o B B B

14

16
17

19

8 R

24

POSAAB Meeting, December 14, 2023

ourpart.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Thankyou. Please, youcan
either respond or go onto your nextitem.

MR. BAUMANN: Thankyou, Madam Chair. Justto

briefly respond.

Ifthere’'s other bodywom camerafootage or other
evidence, again, [ would request that that evidence be
provided to Deputy Ramirez. Deputy Ramirez has nat
received that evidence and, therefore, itwouid be adue
process violation to move forward and use thatevd ence
without him having the opportunity to see thatevd ence
and to respond to that evidence.

Sotomove on, the second and lastitem I wanted to
address aswel, Madam Chair, isinthe evidence
provided by POST intheirinvestigation summary, ia
aboutthe ciminal case and the ciiminal investigat
against Deputy Ramirez, in page 3 of 14, it spedif
states that Deputy Ramirez pled guity. And that i
hundred percentincorect. Deputy Ramirezhas neve
pled guilty to the misdemeanar. And, infadt, ify
pul up the court status of the case, itdearly st
that he pled not guity to the misdermeanor allegat
againsthim.

So lwanted to bring that to the board's atterntion

aswel, that the document provided by POST iscea fy
47

S§e 5853
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false and misleading as it relates to that point.

And, further, Deputy Ramirez —and, again, Im
justmaking the representation based on his
representation, because | do not represent Deputy
Ramirez inthe aiminal matter —is that he antic
that the case il be dismissed come Apri, his nex
courtdate.

So | think thatt is important darification for the
board, considering itis mentioned inthe POST
INvestigation summary. And itisinaccurate,

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: He did, infact, accept
diversion as a result of this charge; is that corre

MR.BAUMANN: Yes. Thatis carect, Madam Chair.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay. Counsel, did youwant
torespond?

MS.WOOLLEY: Iwouid. Thankyou.

That is correct that our investigative summary and
findings isfactually inaccurate. 1would notsay
false and misleading. Deputy Ramirez did accepta
diversion deal, which requires that he agree tosom
terms with the court, that he actuially perform thos
termsin order for his case to be dismissed.

Butas counsal shouid be aware under Penal Code
section 1001.97, eventhough his casewould be
dismissed, if he applies for anather posiion asa
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officer, he would stil have to disdose his arrest
the fact that he was given diversion. itwouid not

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay. Thankyou.

Counsd), isthere anything else”?

MR. BAUMANN: No. Nathing further, Madam Chair.
Thankyou.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Thankyou.

| will acoept some more questions and commenis from
theboard. Letmefistask Isthereany atherp
memberwhowould like to respond to this?

(Noresponse))

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Whatwewil do, justso
everyone isaware of procedurally what wil happen
is, | wil entertain any ather questions and commen
fromthe board.

Thenwewiltake abreak. And | believe, at that
point, there may be anather perscnwhowanis to mak
public comment.

Sonow backtothe board. Board Mermber Doyle.

MEMBER DOYLE: |have aquestion.

| justassumed from the documents that we got that
Ramirez refused o give astatement. Andsolmso
concemed. Because having experience, youwould ne
natintenview the sulgect of an investigation just

8

ublic

tof
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because all of the ather evidence was overwheiming.

AndsoIm-and solknowthey donthave to, but
| donttunderstand why they woulidnt dose that loo

MS.WOOLLEY: ltis discretionary on the division
whether or nat o interview the subject officer. W
we have a case ke this, wherewe have alarge bod
evidence, andwe aciually have avideowhere itsho
admission by the dfficer, the division may make the
decision atits discretion not o interview the off
Sottis smply within POST's discretion whether to
ahead andinterview.

MEMBER DOYLE: Thankyou.

MS.WOOLLEY: Thankyou.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Anything else?

MEMBER DOYLE: No.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Wouid any other board member
like to make - please.

MEMBER PENA: Question. Onthe photo of the young
womanwhowas the vicim of an automable accdent,
thata cime scene phato, alocal arime scene photo
was that from awebsite or obiained elsenwhere? Or
youknow?

MR. SHIELDS: 1 dontknowforsure. Iknowitis
within the County of Orange — Orange Courty. The
Orange County also has a coroner dvision. Sosome

?0r
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fromwithin the Orange County Shexiffs Department
coroner dvisonwould have come out. | dontknow
took the phaoto or how itwas sent to Deputy Ramirez
MEMBER PENA: Butitwas alocal photo?
MR.SHIELDS: Yes. Yes.
MEMBER PENA: Okay. Thankyou.
CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Thankyou.
Any other questions or commens at thistime?
(Noresponse))
CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay. Welbe taking breaks
ataboutevery hour, every 15 minute - oran hour
15 minutes to give the transcriber abreak.
Sowewil now - itis approximeately three minutes
0 10:00. Wewil now break unl approximately 10
Thankyoual.
(Breaktakenin proceedings,)
CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay. Thisismy
granddaughter's favorite part of my job.
Having banged the gavel, we are back on. Andat
thistime, Iwill ask, again: Isthere anyoneint
audience whowould like to make a puldic statement?
(Noresponse))
MR.BRADBURY: Yes. Thereisnooneelse.
CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Pease. Comeonup. And

please state your name and your agency if you would

Sl
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ie.

MR. BRADBURY: Yes. Good moming, everyone. My
name is Matthew Bradbury. | apprediate you all ope
this up to pubic comment. Therewego. Likelsa
my name is Matthew Bradbury. m adeputy district
attomey in Orange County. And Im the deputy DAw
fled the ciminal charges against M. Ramirez ea
thisyear.

So Ilwil be briefbecause I knowthat alothas
been said already. We do have the aiminal case.
aiminal case isindiversion.

Just to kind of hammer home some ofthe major
points thatwe felt made it necessary tofie cimi
chargeshere: Mr. Ramirez wasworking as a deputy
sheiff. He was on campus ata high schoalin Sout
Orange County. Some high school girs, teenaggers,
approached him. And [ think they thoughtitwas ju
kind of a friendly, casual conversation. He showed
videos and phatographs that are —were extremely
Inappropriate. Inappropriate to show anyone, not
affiated lavv enforcement, let alone, you know,
freshmenin high schod, female freshmeninhigh sc

Based onthat, the gis told their parents. They
made statements to the effect of being shodked and
traumatized by what they saw.

ning
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One dfthe giits parents called the shexiffs
department, and then that's how the Intermal Affair
investigation opened up. itthencametousatthe
distict attomey's office. My unitatthe DA'S of
looks atall of those Intermal Affairs cases, andw
usually dontfie charges, to be honest. Butthis
onethatwe did.

There was an addiional searchwarrant that was
done of Mr. Ramirezs phone. Andapologesifyou
al ofthisalready. Butthe searchwarrant showed
addiional photographs thet —and videos thatwe f
were very inappropriate, induding two —incduding
phatographs from other crime scenes thathe had kep
his personal phone. And, you know, without specula
why he chose to do that, you know, o of those
phatographs were of dead bodies from ather ciime sc
inOrange County.

There was other material, personal material to him,
thatwe also feltwas very inappropriate for him to
have, induding avideo that he took of himselfwhi
sheiff's property. A seffie, butavideo, ifyou

Andjust-there's alotof material ontherein
that searchwarrant that we felt added to our gener
sensethat Mr. Ramirez just does not have the judgm
to be a peace dfficer.

Q)

ton
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Now, thet is obviously natwhatwe decide, butit
was part ofthe reason thatwe wanted to be herein
persontoday. Andwete very happy that this - th
Commission, which I knowis brand new, istaking a
atthis.

And sowe fee thatalinall, natonly the way
that Mr. Ramirez behaved with the high schoal stude
but also the ather materials found on his personal
device related to ather aime scenes, were more tha
justalapseinjudgment. Butwere really acomple
itust showed acomplete lack ofjudgmentonhis p

And, look, no one is saying that onaaiminal
case, he needsto spend adecade inprison. Ofcou
not. tisamisdemeanar. Butintems ofhisabi
to serve and wear abadge, inourview, thatis jus
something he shouid be foredosed from doing.

And so, again, |will leave with, ifyou have not
had a chance 1o see the Videos and phatographs, and
belleve there were stilimages provided -

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: This board has seenthe videos
andthe photographs, or atleast most of the photog
youjustdescribed. Thisboard has notseenany
photograph ofthe defendantin uniform. Butthe ot
phatographs that you have articulated, they have se

May | ask you aquestion?

R

-]
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MR.BRADBURY: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: There hasbeen some discussion

aboutthe plea.and about the meaning of diversion.
Would you explain to uswhat the pleawas and what
ramifications of dverson are.

MR.BRADBURY: Yes. Definitely.

Soitisa—there has beenno guity plea
entered. So state of Califomia, Penal Code sectio
1001 - Ithinkits .6 s this form of diversion.
justcalitmisdemeanar diversion. ltisadivers
withouta guity plea up front thet is avaiable to
defendantin Superior Courtin Calfomiafora
misdemeanor, baning certain spedific misdemeanars,
DUIstypically cant be diverted inthisway.

Sothere's no guity peafor Mr. Ramirez. Itis
a—itisakind ofanindefinite period of tme w
he has to perform counseling, community senice, st
outoftrouble, things like that.

Sohe did acoeptthat. He did natfight the case
inthe sense of, Imtaking thistotrial. Thisis
true. Okay. But, atthe same time, he has not ple
quity.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay.

MR. BRADBURY: Anditwouid lead —just—
sorry —itwould lead to a dismissal ifyouwere t

ike
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abide by all those terms and stay out of trouble on
aiminal case. tcould take ayear ortwo, essernt
atmost

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: The ather questionthatwas
onwhether he should be able to get—to be divert
thiscase?

MR. BRADBURY: We objected to diversion pretty
vehemently, actuially. \We natonly ojected o
diversion, we also fled amation to reconsider and
actualy went back to the same court

Sowe obedted to diversion, again, based onthe
reasons | have outined.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay. Thankyou. Letmejust
tak to the board members, seeifthey have any
guestions orcommens.

Any ather board members have any questions?

Yes, please.

MEMBER GLASER: Yeah. Justasmple question. If
hewere to be found to be - to have violated the
condliions of his diversion, what would happen
subsequently”?

MR. BRADBURY: Thatwould reinsiate the ciiminal
case, and thenwe would be backinan open, active
aiminal case.

iely
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Soatthat point, itvwould have togoto—you
know, he could fightit, go o trial, or he couid p
guity and resoheit. But thatwouid end his
diversion.

Butthatwould not mean an automatic corviction if
that is kind ofwhat you are getling at.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Any ather questions o
comments ofthe board?

Mr. Johnson.

MEMBER JOHNSON: Yes. Heresigned. Didhegivea
siatementonwhy?

MS.WOOLLEY: | cananswer that question.

He didnot. He just simply resigned prior to being
interviewed for his Intemal Affairs investigation.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Any ather questions o
comments fromthe board?

(Noresponse)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Thankyou very much, Counsel.

MR. BRADBURY: | apprediateit. Thankyou.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Arethereany other—is
there any ather public comments onthis case?

(Noresponse))

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay. With that said, at this
time, the meeting wil adjoum into dosed session
delberations onthiscase.

S/
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As some ofthe case material is graphicand
expictin nature, and you have al heard about th
unredacted versions thatwil be shonn o the board
they request itin dosed session now, because the
pubics interest served by nat publdy disdosing
unredacted version dearly outweighs the pubic's
interestin disdosure of the ful, unredacted vers

The board wil nowexit this roomand gotothe
left, | believe, and view dosed session material i
secure room. And then come back again for reguiar
discussion.

Andwe should be coming back shartly. Imnatsure
what that means because | need to hearfrom the boa
members.

Thankyou. Andwe wil take the courtreporter —
the transcriberwith us.

(Tmenoted: 10:18am))

—000—

(Closed sessonwas held from

1022am.t010:34am.)

—000—

(Tmenoted: 10:36am)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: We are back from dosed
sesson. \Wewil now recorvene in regullar session
take avote on the board's recommendation o the
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Commissioninthe matter of POST2308479, Justin Ray
Ramiez, formerly ofthe Orange County Sheiffs
Department

Arethere any ather commenis that the board members
wouid ke to make?

(Noresponse))

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Hearingnone, istherea
motion to make arecommendation to the Commissiono
this matter?

MEMBER CLAVO: | make amoation.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Andwheat isthat maotion”?

MEMBER CLAVO: Decetify.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Thereisamoationto decextify
Mr. Ramirez.

Isthere asecond?

MEMBER PENA: | second.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Wewil nowtakearol cal
asto each member ofthe board articulating their

M. Knapp, please cal the ol call vote,

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Buchen.

Absent.

Board Member Clavo.

MEMBER CLAVO: Agree.

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Crawford.
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MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD: Agree.

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Doyle.

MEMBER DOYLE: | supportthe mation.

MR. KNAPP: Board Mermber Dudey.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Aye.

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Glaser.

MEMBER GLASER: Aye.

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Johnson.

MEMBER JOHNSON: Aye.

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Lara.

MEMBERLARA: Aye.

MR. KNAPP: And Board Member Pena.

MEMBER PENA: Aye.

MR. KNAPP: Thankyou.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Okay. tappearsthatevery
member ofthe board whois here today has voted tha tthe
recommendation be revocation.

Arethere - isthere anyone that is decding thet
they dontwant to voie thatway'?

(Noresponse))

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Seeing none, hearing none, is
there anybody who is abstaining?

(Noresponse))

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY: Seeingnone, hearing none, it
iSsunanimous. The mation passes.
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