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Thursday, March 21, 2024, 9.02am.
West Sacramento, Califomia
—000—

MS. DEL MUGNAIO: Good maming. Welcome everyore.
Thisis our second hearing of the Peace Officer

Today before we getinto the first order of
business, Im just going to make a quick announceme nt
aboutthe proceedingstoday. As many ofyou know, on
the Board, Ms. Dudiey, our Chair, wil nat be joini ngus
today. Sadly, shewouid have beenhereifshe coul
Butdue to some unforeseen arcumstances, she wil not
be joining us today.

So Iwil go ahead and fadiitate atleast the
first half ofthe meeting untl we getto our cases
are before the Board today. And thenwe wil proba
have ourvice chair, as long as that personfeels
comiortable, fadiitate the remainder of the meetin 0.

Does that sound fair to the board members?

(Noresponse))

MS. DEL MUGNAIO: Okay. Great. Alright. Im
gongtogoahead and ask Chandertocal therol this
moming.

MR. KNAPP: Okay. Good moming, members ofthe
Board.

S

< g
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Board Member Buchen.

(Noresponse,)

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Clavo.
MEMBER CLAVO: Presant

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Crawford.
MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD: Presert.
MR. KNAPP: Board Member Doyle.
VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: Here,
MR. KNAPP: Board Mermber Dudey.
(Noresponse,)

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Glaser.
MEMBER GLASER: Here.

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Johnson.
MEMBER JOHNSON: Presert.

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Lara.
MEMBER LARA: Here,

MR. KNAPP: And Board Member Pena.
MEMBER PENA: Here.

MS. DEL MUGNAIO: Okay. Thankyou.
We haveaquorum.

lwantto thank those of youwho are in attendance

today. Wewant o take acouple of noestokind o
exXplain to you that this meeting or hearing is bein
webcast. Itis also being recorded and transcribed

The microphones are onauto onand off, soyou do
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nothave to touch them before you speak. Assoona
begin speaking, theywil go ive. Whenyouareno
speaking, they wil notbe ive.

Youwil need towetch the cross{ak because if
you lean over and takk to your partner, thatwil b
caught on recording and webcast, sojust be advised

| alsowant o thank those in attendance today for
joning us. Whenyou are asked to come forward for
publc comment, you may introduce yourself and your
assoadation. Youdonathave to. Sothatisvolun
Iwantto make sure that's clear today.

lwouid ike to introduce some of the foks here at
the table today. Tomy keft, Iwould ike tointro
Chiis Beatty. He's our board counsel.

Im assistant direcior — Assistant Execuiive
Director Annemarie Del Mugnaio of the Peace Officer
Standards and Accountabiity Division.

Tomynghtis Chander Knapp. Heworksin EXO.

Thankyou.

Okay. We're going to see ifthere's any publc
commentbefore the Board today. Thisisthetimet
is setaside for pubic members of the pubicwhow
to commentoniterns that are noton the agenda but
within the Board's jurisdiction.

Public commenton meatters onthe agendawil be

syou

duce
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First caseis Cesar Diaz POST2311496 and POST ID
C63-U20.

Atthistime, Iwil call upon Law Enforcement
Consultant Wiliam Imboden, Professional Conduct Lo
Angekes Bureaw, and Carme Wooley, Attomey IV, Le
Affairs Bureau, to provide a reparton case POST231
Cesar Diaz, whothe time ofthe events atissue in
case was employed by the Los Angeles Schoal Distric
Police department

MR. IMBODEN: Thankyou, Mr. Vice Char.

VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: Please.

MR. IMBODEN: My name is Willam Imboden. Ima
Law Enforcement Consuitant Il in Professional Condu
assgned o the Los Angeles County Bureau.,

Besde me is Carnie Wooley, an attomey with the
Legal Affairs Bureal.

The case before you, POST2311496, was submitted to
POST foran allegation of serious misconduct under
Califormia Penal Code section 13510.8(0)(6), Acs T
Viokte the Law.

That states that "Adts that violate the lawand are
suficently egregious or repeated asto be incons
with the peace dfiicer’s obligation to uphod the |
respect the rights of members ofthe public as
determined by the Commission.”

149%,
this

35
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In June 2020, Cesar Hazel Diaz, an officer with the
Los Angeles Schoal District Police Department, whi
duty was arrested in Orange County, Califomia, for
suspicion of — (audio malfunction).

In June 2020, Cesar Hazel Diaz, an officer with the
Los Angeles Schoal District Police Department, whi
duty was arrested in Orange County, Califomia, for
suspicion of diiving under the influence of alcohol

M. Diaz was seen diving his vehidle reckiessly at
ahighrate of speed, approximeately 50 mikes per ho
a25mie an hour zone onthe wong side ofthe roa
crossing over solid double yelow ines with severa
passengersin hisvehice.

M. Diaz failed field sobriety tests, and was
subsequently arrested. Andwhen hewas takeninto
custody, hisloaded handgunwas located in the wais
of hisdothing.

During the booking process, Mr. Diaz provided a
blood sample to determine his blood alcohdl
concentration, which utimately retumed as .14 per
BAC postarrest

Justtenweeks later in August of 2020, whie
dving his vehide off duty in Las Angeles County,

M. Diaz was seen rajidly acoelerating as he exited
parking lotand swenving across four lanes of traff

eoff

eoff

urin
dand

icin
36
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one move without signaling.

Alter stopping atared ight, Mr. Diaz then
acoelerated rapidy while crossing two lanes of tra
to make aright tumwithout sgnaling.

During the subsequent DUl investigation, itwas
discovered Mr. Diazs loaded freaamwas onthe flo
under the front passenger seat, whichwas occupied
subectwhowas nota peace officerandwhoalsoha
been drinking alcohal.

Whike being booked at the jai after being
armested, M. Diaz provided breath samples to deter
his blood alcohol concentration. The sample showed
M. Diaz — (audio malfunction).

The sample shows M. Diaz's biood alcohdl
concentrationwas .17 percentand .19 percent short
after hisarrest

In July 2021, in LA County Court, Mr. Diaz pled no
contest to one misdermeanor count of dmvings under
influence of aloohol with BAC of 08 percentor hig

The second misdemeanor charge was dismissed as part
ofthe plea bargain.

In October of 2022, in Orange County court,
M. Diaz pled guity to two misdemeanors; aiving u
the influence and driving under the influence with
of 08 percentor highe.

mine

g 3

aBAC
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Mr. DiaZs employer told the administraiive
investigation while the criiminal cases worked their
through court, and due to the court delays, the
June 2020 arrestwas not ceared adminisiratively u
December of 2022.

At the condusion of the administrative
investigation, Mr. Diaz wass suspended without pay f
240 hours by his agency.

Asaresutofhisactions, Mr. Diaz arest—Im
soiy —was arrested twice in 10-week spanfor dri
under the influence of alcohal.

At the time of his second amest, his blood alcohdl
concentration was sighificantly higher than the fir
time. During both arests he exhibited eraticand
dangerous driving behavior, putiing both his passen
andthe rest ofthe driving pubic at extreme risk
death or serious inury.

Addiionally, he was in possession of a loaded
frearm bath imes. The second ime, hisfrearmw
unsecured and accessible by aninebriated passenger

Based onthese actions and the details as | have
described them, the Division believes there's dear
cornvinang evidence that Mrr. Diaz committed seious
misconduct as defined in section 13510.8(0)6).

Forthe purposes of this report, "dearand

i

ving

a

38

KATHRYN S. SWANK,CSR RPR (916)390-7731




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NN NN NN P B P B R E R R
o b~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o b W N B O

POSAAB Meeting, March 21, 2024

convinang evidence' means evidence of achargeis
and corvinang solong as there is a high probaboii
the chargeistrue. The evidence need natestabliis
fact beyond a reasonable doulbt
Thatsthe end of my report, and Iwould be happy
totake questions.
VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: Ms. Pera.
MEMBER PENA: Thankyou.
Onthe first DUI, there was noweapon found?

MR. IMBODEN: There was aweaponon himboth DUIS.

Thefirst DUIwas in hiswaistand.

MEMBER PENA: Thankyou.

VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: Any ather questionsby
board members?

(Noresponse))

VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: Atthistime, doesthe
subject officer or their counsel wish to make pubii
comment? You may State your name and organization,
youwsh. Please cometothe...

MR. DIAZ: Helo, Madam Chair, and Vice Chairand
Board members. | prepared athree-minute speech be
| know I was told | only had three minutes to speak
aboutmysef.

Somynameis Cesar Diaz. Thank you for alowing
me to speak alitie bitabout myselftoday. 1ask

ha

39
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while you consider my case thatyou also have —yo
also consider the facts aboutwhat | have done ol
frommy mistakes and how growing from those mistake
have made me a different person and a better poiice
officer to this day.

There was a period ofime in 2020 where my actions
adid not correctly reflect my true charactey. [was
dealing with undiagnosed PTSD, unmanaged grieffrom
famiy andwork losses, the 2020 riots in Los Angel
chidhood trauma, and unfortunately my list of copi
skils only induded drinking.

Alfter my off-duty mistakes, | realized what [was
doing to cope wasntworking. | made the conscious
dedsion towork on my personal and mental welness
choasing to attend a 30-day inpatient rehab for fir
responders.

After that, | also completed a 90-day outpatient
programwhere | received continued suppart for my
personalwelness to this day.

| have found since then newand healthy ways to
copewith my PTSD thatindude —that dontindud
drinking. |leamed how my coping skils were
detimental to me and negatively affecing those ar
me, like my family, community, and friends.

Today | stand infront of you abetter manwitha

ound
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long list of healthy coping skills. 1recently bec
father, which has shaped my worid for the betier an
aeatedawhy formeevery day.

With my any coping skills, | have been able o
successiully manage duty-elated traumeas as | have
continued towork inthe field as a police officer
having dealtwith personal losses for the last four
years.

llove myjob as a palice officer. taffords me
the opportunity to serve people ontherworst days
induding people who have made similar mistakes to
| have made.

ttallows me o positively impact my community, and
o0 help setan example of how one can overcome thel
mistakes and increase therr overal wellness and be
tolead a better ife.

With all that said, | understand the need for
accountabity in peace officers, and | commend you
senvice for these efforts.

| hope that you can see how my actions after my
mistakes reflect my integyity, and how | have held
myself acocountable for my famiy and my community t
sene.

Thank you for alowing me to represent myselfand
speakaboutwholam.

anea

hat|

41
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fyou have any questions | can answer in regards
tomycase.

VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: Members, any questions?

(Noresponse))

VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: No? Okay.

Is there any public commenttothe presentations?

(Noresponse))

VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: Thankyou. Atthistime,
isitthe Boards interestin going into dosed ses
after each case ortake themal at the same ime?

MEMBER GLASER: Imove thatwe goinio dosed
SESS0oN NOW.

VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: Okay.

MEMBER CLAVO: | second.

VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: Okay. Okay. Atthis
time, the meetingwil adioum into dosed session
the deliberations onthis case. And the Boardwil
exittoa prvate room.

(Tmenoted: 10:03am.)

—000—
(Closed sessonwas held from
1007am.in1055am.)
—000—
(Tmenoted: 11:01am.)
VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: Wewil now reconvene o

42
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the reguiar session to take avote onthe Board's
recommendation to the Commission.

Asaremindertothe Board, the Board has several
options in making arecommendation to the Commissio
including a suspension, revocation, or No action.
option is avaiable untl a mation isvoted onand
approved. Inotherwords, ifamation to revoke
certification is made and passes, thatends the
delberations.

If such amotion is made and fais, however, a
mation to suspend certificaion may siil be made s
any board memberwishto do so.

Inthe matter ofthe case POST2311496, Cesar Diaz,
whoatthe time of events was - atissue was emplo
by the Los Angeles School District Police Departmen
what comments do members ofthe Board have tomake
this matter?

(Noresponse,)

VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: Okay. Isthereamation
by the Board to make arecommendation to the Commis

MEMBER LARA: Iwoudliketomake a

VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: Commissioner Lara.

MEMBER LARA: | recommend that the — the period of

Sixmonth suspension.
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MEMBER GLASER: Second.

VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: A second by Mr. Glaser.
Ral cal.

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Buchen.
(Noresponse))

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Clavo.
MEMBER CLAVO: Aye.

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Cranford.
MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD: Abstan.
MR. KNAPP: Board Member Doyle.

VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: Yes.

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Dudey.
(Noresponse))

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Glaser.
MEMBER GLASER: Aye.

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Johnson.
MEMBER JOHNSON: Nay.

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Lara.

MEMBER LARA: Aye.

MR. KNAPP: Board Member Pena.

MEMBER PENA: No.

MR. KNAPP: We have four yeses, one abstention; and

twonays

VICE CHAIRPERSON DOYLE: Moation passes. Fouryes.

Twonay. One abstention.
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proceedings.
INVITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto setmy hand
this 10th day of Apiil 2024.

135

KATHRYN S. SWANK,CSR RPR (916)390-7731






