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FORCE INVESTIGATION DIVISION 

REPORT OF AN OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING 

F064-21 

The following report in its digital form contains video links that can be viewed during the 

review of the report.  All addenda, diagrams, investigators’ notes, and video can be viewed 

by clicking on the colored link.  

TO:  MICHEL R. MOORE, CHIEF OF POLICE 

SIR: 

Synopsis:  On Saturday, December 18, 2021, at approximately 1710 hours, Newton Area Gang 

Enforcement Detail (GED) Officers, responded to a suicidal male, armed with a knife radio call.  

While at scene, the officers contacted the suspect and an Officer-Involved Shooting (OIS) 

occurred.  The suspect sustained multiple gunshot wounds and was transported to Los Angeles 

County, University of Southern California Medical Center (LAC+USCMC) for treatment; where 

he succumbed to his injuries.   

The following Investigative Summary is based upon Body Worn Video (BWV), witness 

statements, officer statements as well as physical evidence.  Any discrepancies are noted in 

an intended note.      

INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 

On December 18, 2021, at 1654 hours,  called 911 and Communications Division 

(CD) Radio Telephone Operator (RTO) Larry Gates, Serial No. N2995, answered the call.1

 reported that   was  and just walked out of the house 

armed with a knife (Audiolink). 2   At approximately 1656 hours, an “Ambulance Attempt 

Suicide” radio call was generated for Newton Patrol Division, Incident No. 21121800002616 

(Audiolink) (Investigators’ Note No. 1). 

According to  when  walked away from his residence, he removed a 

knife from his pocket and held it in his hand.   walked west through the rear alley to the 

south sidewalk in front of 3

Witness  told investigators that  had begun to drink beer and smoke 

drugs when he turned 18 years old.4   further stated about  that, 

“He's a very hyper boy.  He's very, very -- how do you say it?  When he drinks -- because 

of the beer and the drugs, he's in an altered state of mind.”5   

1  . 
2  male Hispanic, 22 years of age, 4 feet 9 inches tall, 98 pounds. 
3 Communications Division recording, audio play time stamp, 0 minutes and five seconds of the recording.  The 

audio was recorded at approximately 1654 hours. 
4  statement, Page No. 4, Lines 5-17. 
5  statement, Page No. 5, Line 21-24. 
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Newton Patrol Division, uniformed Police Officers II  Serial No. , passenger, 

and , Serial No. , driver, were assigned to unit 13A13, Watch Two.6  

The officers activated their BWV cameras and responded Code Three to the call.7 

Newton Gang Enforcement Detail (GED), uniformed , 

Serial No. , was assigned to .8   activated his BWV camera and 

responded Code Three to the call.  According to , “It follows edge weapons 

protocols, so with that being said, a supervisor has to respond with the unit.  They requested a 

supervisor to respond.  Again, being the only field supervisor available, I responded to the 

call.”9  

According to , earlier that day during roll call, he discussed tactics regarding men 

with knives with the officers assigned to GED.   further stated, he and the officers 

assigned to GED regularly discuss tactics and how to handle different scenarios.10 

 stated, “When we came in, there wasn't a lot of resources to handle the radio.  

So we volunteered -- I volunteered our unit to go -- to help out, because there was a lot of calls 

dropping.    Myself -- I was the only supervisor out in the field.  I had 

my units log on, start replying to radio calls.”11 

Newton GED, uniformed Police Officers II Jose Zavala, Serial No. 40197, and Julio Quintanilla, 

Serial No. 42454, were assigned to . 12  The officers responded Code Three to the call. 

6 Officer , four years and seven months, with the Department,  

.  Officer , 3 years with the Department, .  The 

Officers were wearing ballistic vests and had Department-approved handguns, handcuffs, TASERs, canisters of 

Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) spray and flashlights attached to their Sam Browne equipment belts.  The officers had a 

Hobble Restraint Device (HRD) in their sap pockets.  The officers were equipped with Body Worn Video (BWV) 

cameras.  The officers were in a marked black and white police vehicle, Shop No. 81511, equipped with emergency 

equipment and a Digital In-Car Video System (DICVS).  The officers had side-handled batons and a 40mm Less 

Lethal Launcher stored inside their police vehicle. 
7 Los Angeles Police Department Manuel, Volume 4, Section No. 120.40, defines Code Three, as a radio 

transmission code, indicating a unit is responding to an emergency call, with lights and sirens activated. 
8 Sergeant , 18 years and 11 months with the Department,  

   was wearing a ballistic vest and had Department-approved handgun, handcuffs, canister of 

OC spray, and a flashlight attached to his Sam Browne equipment belt.   was equipped with a BWV 

camera.   was driving a marked black and white police vehicle, Shop No. 81552, equipped with 

emergency equipment and a DICVS.   had a side-handled baton stored inside his police vehicle. 
9 ’s statement, Page No. 7, Lines 18-23. 
10 ’s statement, Page No. 18, Lines 14-25 and Page No. 19, Lines 1-6. 
11 ’s statement, Page No. 7, Lines 9-14. 
12 Officer Jose Zavala, 12 years and  five months, with the Department,  

.  Officer Julio Quintanilla, five years and 10 months, with the Department,  

.  The officers were wearing ballistic vests and had Department-approved handguns, handcuffs, 

TASERs, canisters of OC spray and flashlights attached to their Sam Browne equipment belts.  The officers were 

equipped with their BWV cameras.  The officers were in a marked black and white police vehicle, Shop No. 87982, 

equipped with emergency equipment and a DICVS.  The officers had HRD’s and side-handled batons stored inside 

their police vehicle.  Officers Quintanilla and Zavala did not activate their BWV cameras while driving Code Three 

to the call. 
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based on edge weapons protocol and that he was the only Newton Patrol supervisor in the field, 

he did not respond to   .21 

According to , as he drove west on  a male Hispanic and a 

female Hispanic were flagging him down and pointing to  sitting on the stairs in 

front of 22   further stated he, “Identified him based 

on the comments of the radio call, what he was wearing and the fact that I observed right away 

he was holding like a big butcher knife type meat cleaver.”23  

According to ’s BWV, at 1701:31 hours, he parked the police vehicle facing 

southwest toward the south curb, activating the vehicle spot light and illuminating the area 

around .  According to , “At that point, I didn't go Code Six 

initially right away.  I knew that we had 13-Adam-13 was en route and one of my George units 

was en route also, .  Simultaneously, as we were responding, one of my other units 

  I was already committed to this call.  Obviously I didn't want to tie up the air, and I 

knew other units were en route.24  I just didn’t want to tie up the air, because we had a 

dangerous situate -- they actually subsequently 

”25 

As  exits his vehicle,  is depicted sitting on the exterior stairs of 

the apartment building located at    was holding a knife in his 

right hand with the blade pressed against his neck (Photolink). 

 can be heard telling  to, “Just drop that, you’re going to be good! Drop the 

knife alright, hey bro, just drop the knife.”   did not appear to respond to or acknowledge 

.  According to , he unholstered his pistol, held it in a single hand 

grip, with his trigger finger along the slide, at a low-ready position as he stood behind the open 

driver side door of his vehicle (Videolink). 

According to , he unholstered his pistol, “Due to the fact based on the comments 

of the radio call, based on my observations of him -- seeing him with a meat cleaver, large 

butcher knife, I believed that the situation may escalate to the use of deadly force.  I drew my 

firearm and to protect myself in the event that he may try to charge at me.”26 

According to Officers Zavala and Quintanilla’s BWV at 1702:05 hours, the officers arrived at 

  Officer Zavala parked the police vehicle facing southeast toward 

the south curb and turned on the spotlight illuminating the area around , who 

was still seated on the stairs. 

21 ’s statement, Page No. 7, Lines 18-23. 
22 ’s statement, Page No. 8, Lines 9-11, Page No. 20, Lines 18-25 and Page No. 21, Line No. 1. 
23 ’s statement, Page No. 8, Lines 16-19. 
24 ’s statement, Page No. 8, Lines 21-25, and Page No. 9, Lines 1-5. 
25 ’s statement, Page No. 20, Lines 12-15. 
26 ’s statement, Page No. 9, Lines 7-12. 
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According to Officer Quintanilla, he did not broadcast that they were Code Six, “Because at 

the same time that we were responding to this man with a knife call,  and 

the radio was tied up.  So I didn't -- you know, yeah, I didn't push the button and I didn't show 

myself on the radio code six, but my partner did put out an RA request.  So I assume that they 

were -- they knew that we were there already because of the request of the RA.”27  

Officer Quintanilla’s BWV depicts him exit the vehicle and take a standing position behind the 

vehicle passenger door.  Officer Quintanilla unholstered his pistol with his right hand as he 

simultaneously turned on and positioned the vehicle spotlight with his left hand.  Officer 

Quintanilla is depicted transitioning to a two-hand grip on the pistol, as he held it in a low-ready 

position.  According to Officer Quintanilla, he had his trigger finger along the frame and his 

sights were aligned toward the suspect.28  According to Officer Quintanilla, he unholstered his 

pistol, “When I came out the vehicle, I took my firearm out because based on the tactical 

situation and just by the radio call saying that he had a butcher knife and he was chasing people 

in an attempt to hurt them.  I believe that, you know, it could escalate to the point where deadly 

force may be justified, so I drew my firearm out.”29  Officer Quintanilla further stated, regarding 

, “At the time we began to give commands to the suspect who was sitting there at the time 

with this big ol' butcher knife and, you know, there was civilians around the area too.  So, you 

know, we wanted to make sure that he wouldn't go and chase other civilians, because he 

was -- he had already done that.”30   

According to Officer Quintanilla’s BWV, at 1702:12 hours, his BWV was recording in buffer 

mode, when he pressed the record button, activating the audio.  Officer Quintanilla can be heard 

speaking to  in English and then in Spanish, giving commands to drop the knife.  

According to Officer Quintanilla, “I noticed that he's not really responding to it.  He seemed a 

little -- kind of like if he was under the influence of a narcotic.  So I'm like, you know what, I'll 

just try talking to him in Spanish.  So I start talking to him in Spanish.  I start kind of, you know, 

letting him know that we're here to help him out and that we wanted to help him.  We didn't want 

to hurt him.  And whatever it was, just to drop the knife, you know, because we're here to help 

him out” (Videolink).31 

Simultaneously, Officer Zavala made a radio broadcast, “Let me get a Back-up on a 415 man 

with a knife.”  Officer Zavala also broadcast a request for a Rescue Ambulance (RA) to 

respond and stage at .  According to Officer Zavala, 

“So my intent to request the RA, if the incident would escalate to the point where deadly force 

may be justified, I want to render aid as soon as possible to this suspect and save his life.”32  

27 Officer Quintanilla’s statement, Page No. 18, Lines 6-13. 
28 Officer Quintanilla’s statement, Page No. 25, Lines 8-24. 
29 Officer Quintanilla’s statement, Page No. 9, Lines 21-25 and Page No. 10, Lines 1-2. 
30 Officer Quintanilla’s statement, Page No. 10, Lines 3-10. 
31 Officer Quintanilla’s statement, Page No. 11, Lines 2-10. 
32 Officer Zavala’s statement, Page No. 18, Lines 10-13. 
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As the officers arrived at  was still on the phone telling 

the RTO that the officers had arrived, and  was holding the knife to his throat.33 

According to ’s BWV at 1702:22 hours,  parked the police 

vehicle in front of , facing west in the east lanes, east of  

’s vehicle.   yelled to the officers to, “Get that forty out!”  According to 

, “Then 13-Adam-13 arrived.  I knew that unit was equipped with a 40.  I had 

them -- directed them to come up to my vehicle, positioned the 40 on the driver side.  I positioned 

the partner officer as lethal on the passenger side.”34  

According to ’s BWV, he retrieved the 40mm Less Lethal Launcher (40mm LLL) 

from the vehicle gun rack and loaded a sponge round into the launcher, as he walked to  

’s location.   

According to ’s BWV, at 1702:24 hours,  held the knife in front 

of himself, at shoulder level and rotating the blade back and forth, from left to right repeatedly.  

 directed  to take a cover position behind the driver’s door of his 

vehicle.   directed  to take a cover position behind the passenger side 

door of the vehicle.  At 1702:36 hours,  holstered his pistol and told Officers 

Zavala and Quintanilla, “He’s got less lethal right here, you guys got cover, you guys got lethal, 

good to go, alright.”   is depicted with the 40mm LLL shouldered and pointed 

toward  (Videolink).   

According to , “At this point I can see the subject.  He's got a knife to his neck.  He's 

motioning that he's cutting his neck with the knife.  At one point he puts the knife on his hand and 

looks like he's cutting his hand open.” 35   further stated  appeared to be sweaty 

and visibly crying.

Simultaneously,  took a position behind the open passenger door of  

’s vehicle.  According to ’s BWV, at 1703:02 hours, it captures  

 placing the blade of the knife against his left palm and making a slicing motion.   

 unholstered his pistol and held it in a two-hand grip, at a low-ready position. 

According to , “When I got there, I saw him holding -- he was sitting down holding 

the knife.”36  According to , he unholstered his pistol, “Because the suspect was 

armed with a knife and due to the comments of the call, it said that he was chasing people with 

that knife.  The knife can be used as a -- as a deadly weapon.”37   further stated, he 

held his firearm in a two-hand low-ready position with his finger on the frame (Videolink).38 

33 Communications Division recording, audio play time stamp, 9 minutes and 53 seconds of the recording.  The 

audio was recorded at approximately 1701 hours. 
34 ’s statement, Page No. 9, Lines 22-25 and Page No. 10, Lines 1-2. 
35 ’s statement, Page No. 8, Lines 13-17. 
36 ’s statement, Page No. 11, Lines 7-8. 
37 ’s statement, Page No. 6, Lines 19-23. 
38 ’s statement, Page No. 12, Lines 4-12. 
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According to Officer Quintanilla’s BWV, at 1702:40 hours, Quintanilla can be heard 

acknowledging ’s direction, replying, “Got it DCO, DCO.”39   

According to Officer Quintanilla, “And then I remember hearing my name saying, ‘You're 

lethal, lethal.’  So, I had that assignment.  You know, it's a tough assignment, but you're 

protecting your brothers or sisters that are there.  Because, you know, obviously when 

someone's lethal and if deadly force needs to be used to transition to that, that's going to be a 

tough job.  So it's on me to protect not only myself, but my partners and the people around 

there.” 40 

According to Officer Zavala, “So  was to my left -- the vehicle to my left, sir, 

and I could communicate with .   is assigning a less lethal, a 

shield on his side.  And when he looked towards our direction -- at the time we were only two 

vehicles and an XL car.  We looked at each other.  He designated me as the lethal officer and 

my partner as the DCO, designated cover officer, sir.”41 

 Note: According to ’s BWV, he used his left hand to point to Officers 

Quintanilla and Zavala and stated, “You guys got lethal!” 

According to Officer Zavala’s BWV, at 1702:42 hours, he unholstered his pistol and held it in a 

single-hand grip, in a low-ready position and then transitioned to a two-hand grip of the pistol, as 

he stood behind the open driver’s door of his vehicle. 

According to Officer Zavala, he unholstered his pistol, “Based on the tactical situation, I had 

reason to believe that it may escalate to the point where deadly force may be justified.”42 

According to Officer Zavala, he had his trigger finger “On the side -- on the side of the rail, 

sir.”43   

At 1702:56 hours, Officer Zavala pressed the record button on his BWV camera and the audio 

microphone was activated.  According to Officer Zavala, he “activated late,” referring to 

turning on his BWV camera.44  Officer Zavala further stated, “What I mean by that, sir, is 

when I exited my vehicle, my first -- my first train of thought is to put out a backup.  I 

observed this suspect with a knife.  There's pedestrians nearby.  Puts the knife on his hand.  I 

request the backup, then I turn on my camera.  That was my priority at the time, sir.”45 

Note: Officer Zavala’s BWV camera was recording in buffer mode and the audio 

microphone was not actively recording sound for the initial 51 seconds that he was at the 

scene. 

39 DCO is acronym meaning Designated Cover Officer, which is a term used by police officers to describe an officer 

whom has been assigned the responsibility of providing lethal cover during an incident. 
40 Officer Quintanilla’s statement, Page No. 32, Lines 1-9. 
41 Officer Zavala’s statement, Page No. 19, Lines 16-24. 
42 Officer Zavala’s statement, Page No. 20, Lines 5-7. 
43 Officer Zavala’s statement, Page No. 21, Lines 2-3. 
44 Officer Zavala’s statement, Page No. 18, Lines 3-4. 
45 Officer Zavala’s statement, Page No. 18, Lines 24-25 and Page No. 19, Lines 1-5. 
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When describing , Officer Zavala stated, “He appeared to be under the 

influence of some unknown controlled substance by the way he was acting.”46 

Officer Zavala is heard on his BWV directing a responding unit to drive into a position 

between his vehicle and ’s vehicle (Videolink). 

At approximately 1702:57 hours, the officers that were Code Six at Broadway and 66th Street, 

made a broadcast of “Code Four suspects in custody.”  Immediately after that broadcast, 

 made a radio broadcast that he was Code Six on the 415 man with a knife and 

requested additional units to respond for traffic control. 

According to Officer Zavala’s BWV, at 1702:59 hours, Officer Zavala is heard telling Officer 

Quintanilla that he is going to talk to  in Spanish. Officer Zavala took over 

communications from Officer Quintanilla. 

At 1703:02 hours, BWV depicts  placing the blade of the knife against his left 

palm and making a cutting motion once again.   then placed the blade against the side of 

his throat and multiple officers can be heard yelling “Don’t do it.”   

According to ’s BWV, at 1703:22 hours,  yelled to , “Don’t 

do it!”   then yelled out, “Forty stand by, forty stand by!”   is 

heard directing  to deploy the 40mm LLL.   abruptly told  

 to “wait, hold on, hold on,” as a black and white patrol vehicle maneuvered in between the 

police vehicles already in position. 

That unit was Rampart Patrol Division, uniformed ,  

Serial No. , assigned to unit 2XL14.47   drove his police vehicle into position 

between ’s vehicle and Officer Zavala’s vehicle.   exited the vehicle 

and stood behind the open drivers’ door.   

According to , “When I showed up, I kind of waited for a lull on the radio traffic 

and I asked the sergeant, you know, who they were and he told me who they were and so I went 

code six over the air.”48 

 resumed giving commands to , “Put the knife down bro, you’re 

going to be good!  Hey, put the knife down, you’re going to be good!”   told 

investigators that he did not tactically disengage from  because, “He was a 

danger to the community absolutely 100 percent, the crowd to the west, to the east, and there 

was actually an individual that almost came out of the apartments behind him.  So I -- the 

46 Officer Zavala’s statement, Page No. 9, Lines 21-22. 
47 , 5 years and 3 months with the Department, .  

 was wearing a ballistic vest and had a Department-approved handgun, handcuffs, a canister of OC 

spray and a flashlight attached to his Sam Browne equipment belt.   was equipped with a BWV 

camera.   was in a marked black and white police vehicle, Shop No. 81975, equipped with emergency 

equipment and DICVS.   had a side-handled baton and an HRD stored inside his police vehicle. 
48 ’ statement, Page No. 17, Lines 23-25 and Page No. 18, Lines 1-2. 
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According to ’s BWV, at 1704:35 hours,  retrieved a ballistic 

shield from the trunk of his vehicle and gave it to  telling him to use the shield if 

they need to approach the suspect.   yelled to Officers Quintanilla and Zavala, 

“You still got lethal coverage right here.”  walked back to the drivers’ door of his 

vehicle and stood next to  (Videolink). 

According to , “So, my plan -- my plan was I wanted to have the shield ready.  In 

case he did drop the knife, we were going to approach with a stick.  We utilize the shield and 

move up on him and take him into custody.”65 

At approximately 1704:45 hours, Air Support Division,  manned by Pilot Police 

Officer II+6 Rutilio Villarreal, Serial No. 35041, and Tactical Flight Officer Police Officer II+5 

Jaime Delieuze, Serial No. 37195, arrived overhead and provided aerial support to responding 

units, directing officers to perimeter and containment positions. 

At 1705:03 hours,  made a second radio broadcast request for more units to 

respond for traffic control.  He provided an update on the status of the incident, advising that 

 was holding the knife to his throat and the officers were talking to him. 

 announced aloud, “Hey, I got it, I got it, let me talk.”   began 

asking  if he spoke English.   did not acknowledge nor respond to 

.   told Officer Zavala to speak to  in Spanish.  Officer 

Zavala resumed talking to  in Spanish. 

According to ’s BWV, at 1705:36 hours, officers can be heard warning that 

someone was coming out of the building, as a person attempted to walk out of the entry door of 

the apartment building.   yelled the command, “Hey stay right there, do not come 

out.”  Additional officers can be heard warning the person to stay inside and move away from 

the windows. 

Newton Division, GED, uniformed Police Officers II Enrique Meraz Serial No. 41215, 

passenger, and , Serial No. , driver, assigned to  responded Code 

Three to the radio call.66 

According to , prior to arrival he and Officer Meraz monitored the radio 

transmissions and responded to ’s request to block traffic and they discussed 

deploying the less lethal Beanbag Shotgun and the shotgun.67 

65 ’s statement, Page No. 34, Lines 9-13. 
66 Officer Enrique Meraz, 9 years and 10 months, with the Department,  

.  , 8 years and 4 months with the Department,   

.  The Officers were wearing ballistic vests and had Department-approved handguns, handcuffs, TASERs, 

ASP batons, PR24 side-handled baton canisters of OC spray and flashlights attached to their Sam Browne 

equipment belts.  Officer Meraz had a HRD in his sap pocket.  According to , he had a HRD on his left 

chest.  The officers were equipped with their BWV cameras.  The officers were in a marked black and white police 

vehicle, Shop No. 87042, equipped with emergency equipment and DICVS. 
67 ’s statement, Page No. 13, Lines 24-25 and Page No. 14, Lines 1-9. 
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 directed  to move to the west side of the containment with Officer 

Zavala to provide less lethal cover at that position (Videolink).   

According to ’s BWV, at 1707:12 hours, he asked Officer Zavala, “where do you 

need me?” as he took a standing position at the driver’s door and to the left of Officer Zavala, 

providing less lethal cover with the Beanbag Shotgun.  According to , he held the 

Beanbag Shotgun at a low-ready position with his trigger finger along the frame, with the safety 

engaged.72  Officer Zavala is heard giving commands to  in Spanish.  According to  

,  was pressing the knife against his neck and he thought  was going 

to cut his own throat (Videolink). 73 

According to ’s BWV, at 1707:25 hours, he used the Public Address (PA) 

speaker of his vehicle to communicate with .   addressed  by his first 

name and requested that he drop the knife and offered him assistance.   did not 

react or respond to .  According to , “There was a certain point to 

where he was sitting there, communication -- it was just -- it was like a dead -- like a dead stare.  

It didn’t seem like we were getting through to him.  A blank stare.”74 

According to Officer Zavala’s BWV, at 1708:10 hours, he yelled to  “Let me talk 

to him in Spanish!”  Officer Zavala took over attempts to communicate with .  

Officer Zavala told investigators that he heard  calling him Junior, so Officer 

Zavala began to communicate with , addressing him as Junior.75   

According to s BWV, at 1708:36 hours,  moved his vehicle to the 

south east corner of  to block pedestrian and vehicle 

traffic.  According to , “I moved it over to the southeast corner just to block it. 

You know, just to have more containment set up.  At least we had, like, two corners set up.  We 

had the north side and west side covered for containment.”76   moved the vehicle 

and parked it facing south in the crosswalk and north bound curb lane of .  

 is heard on BWV directing pedestrians in the area to move to the west side of 

According to ’s BWV, at 1708:54 hours, he told Officer Zavala, “Tell him god 

doesn’t want him to do it.”  According to , he saw  gesture the 

sign of the cross, “I was like, okay, you know myself being Catholic, I’m seeing him and I tell Z, 

‘Hey, he just -- he just did the sign of a cross.  Tell him that God doesn’t want him to do it.’”77  

According to Officers  and Zavala’s BWV, Officer Zavala continued speaking to  in 

Spanish.  

72 ’s statement, Page No. 31, Lines 13-25. 
73 ’s statement, Page No. 16, lines 10- 17. 
74 ’s statement, Page No. 11, Lines 18-21. 
75 ’ statement, Page No. 11, Lines 11-17. 
76 ’s statement, Page No. 11, Lines 2-6. 
77 ’s statement, Page No. 18, Lines 2-5. 
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According to Officer Meraz, “And I didn’t -- the knife was still in play.  It was still on the ground 

next to him and the last thing I wanted is for any more people to get hurt, you know?”102   

The officers blocked  approach.  According to Officer Meraz, “And I just kept the 

rest of  away and tried to de-escalate them, you know, to prevent any more people from 

getting hurt or even getting arrested or any, you know, further action.”103   

According to ’s BWV, at 1711:15 hours, as the officers approached  

, the knife was visible laying on the sidewalk next to .  Officer Zavala used his left 

foot to slide the knife away from  to the west.  Officer Zavala stated he “kicked” the knife, 

“Due to the fact that the suspect was still moving around, and the knife was right by him, sir, and 

it was unsafe.”104 

 holstered his pistol and walked behind the officers toward .  Officer 

Quintanilla holstered his pistol and moved forward behind .   moved 

forward with the arrest team directing the officers to roll  over and handcuff him. 

According to ’s BWV, at 1711:15 hours, he took a hold of ’ left forearm with 

his left hand and ’ left bicep with his right hand.   lifted ’ left arm up 

and rolled him onto his stomach.   placed his left knee on ’ buttock area.  

Officer Quintanilla took hold of ’ left wrist, as  transitioned his left hand to 

’ right wrist.   used his left hand to pull ’ right arm out from under his 

body, while simultaneously retrieving his handcuffs from his Sam Browne handcuff case using 

his right hand.   secured ’ wrists behind his back with the handcuffs.   

 rolled  onto his right side, into a recovery position, as he and Officer Quintanilla then 

searched ’ waistband and pockets for weapons.  The officers checked  for injuries.  

Officer Quintanilla directed  to retrieve his medical kit from the trunk of his vehicle. 

After  was handcuffed, Officer Zavala holstered his pistol (Videolink). 

At 1711:33 hours,  broadcast, “We have a Code Four suspect is in custody, get 

an RA to respond to  for a male, approximately 20 years old, suffering from 

gun shots wounds to his chest.”   asked Officer Zavala, “How many shooters?” 

and Officer Zavala replied, “Me!”   asked Officer Quintanilla, “Did you shoot?” 

and Officer Quintanilla replied, “Yes!” (Videolink). 

 turned his attention to  that were moving toward . According 

to , “They started running towards him while he’s was down as we made our 

approach.  So I know Officer Meraz, he utilized some physical force to restrain a woman that 

was making an advance towards the suspect while he was on the ground.”105   

further stated, “There was a little non-cat with Meraz based on my recollection.  He used 

102 Officer Meraz’ statement, Page No. 17, Lines 11-13. 
103 Officer Meraz’s statement, Page No. 17, Lines 18-22. 
104 Officer Zavala’s statement, Page No. 43, Lines 17-19. 
105 ’s statement, Page No. 15, Line 1-5. 
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CORONER’S INVESTIGATION 

On December 21, 2021, at approximately 1000 hours, Los Angeles County Department of 

Coroner Forensic Attendant Eric Azeredo responded to LAC+USCMC  

(Coroner’s Case No. 2021-13845).  ’ remains were subsequently transported to 

the Los Angeles County Forensic Science Center (LACFSC). 

Autopsy 

On December 22, 2021, the Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner, County of Los Angeles, 

Deputy Medical Examiner Doctor Brice Hunt, performed a post-mortem examination of ’ 

remains.  Force Investigation Division Detectives Stephanie Carrillo, Serial No. 35971, Jose 

Olmedo, Serial No. 32391, and Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office Investigator 

Oscar Rodriguez, were present during the examination.  Doctor Hunt completed an Autopsy 

Report, No. 2021-13845, dated June 1, 2022.  Doctor Hunt determined  

sustained three gunshot wounds.  One being to the neck and two to the torso.  Doctor Hunt 

concluded ’ death was a result of a gunshot wound to the torso and the manner of death 

was determined to be homicide (Addendum No. 9).  

• A nonfatal gunshot entered the soft tissue of the anterior right side of the neck from front

to back, right to left and exited the soft tissue of the posterior of the neck.

• The fatal gunshot entered the lateral right side of the chest, traveling from front to back,

right to left and in a downward path.  The bullet penetrated the soft tissue, perforating the

right No. 7 rib bone, travelled into the right thoracic cavity, continued through the right

lung, transected the T8 vertebra and spinal cord, into the left thoracic cavity, through the

left lung, through the posterior left rib No. 8 and exited the soft tissue of the left side of

the back.

• A nonfatal gunshot entered the soft tissue of the anterior side of the right chest from front

to back, left to right, in an upward direction, which did not enter the thoracic cavity and

exited the soft tissue of the posterior of the right shoulder.

Toxicology 

On March 25, 2022, a Forensic Science Laboratories Report was approved by Department of 

Medical Examiner-Coroner, Los Angeles County, Supervising Criminalist, Sarah Buxton de 

Quintana.  The blood analysis results identified the presence of Benzodiazepines, Cannabinoids 

and Ethanol in ’ blood (Addendum No. 10). 

WEAPONS 

 was armed with a knife (meat clever).  The knife had a 6 and 1/2 inch blade 

and a 5 and 1/4 inch black plastic handle.  On December 18, 2021, Criminalist Saucedo 

recovered the knife from the ground in front of  (Photolink).  
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Officer Zavala was armed with his Department-approved Glock, Model 17, 9mm caliber,  

semi-automatic pistol, .  The pistol was carried in a Department approved 

Safariland, Level I retention holster on his Sam Browne utility belt.  According to Officer 

Zavala, at the time of the OIS, his pistol was loaded with 20 rounds.  One round in the chamber 

and 19 rounds in the magazine.  Officer Zavala further stated, he had two additional magazines 

each loaded with 17 rounds of Department-authorized ammunition (Photolink)  

(Investigators’ Note No. 5).115 

On December 18, 2021, at approximately 2230 hours, Detective Brown conducted a post-

incident examination of Officer Zavala’s pistol.  Detective Brown observed that the pistol was 

loaded with Speer Gold Dot G2, 9mm Smith & Wesson, 180 grain, of Department approved 

ammunition.  There was one round in the chamber and 16 rounds in the magazine.  This 

information was consistent with Officer Zavala having fired a total of three rounds during the 

OIS.  An inspection of the two additional magazines that Zavala had in the magazine pouch on 

his utility belt, determined that both magazines were loaded to Department standards with 17 

rounds each of Speer Gold Dot G2, 9mm Smith & Wesson, 180 grain ammunition to 

manufactures capacity (Photolink) (Photolink). 

On January 12, 2022, FSD/FAU Criminalist Antoinette Woiwode, Serial No. N4427, completed 

a report documenting the test-firing of Officer Zavala’s pistol.  The pistol was found to be 

functional and the trigger pull value for this pistol was within the Departments established range 

(Addendum No. 11). 

Officer Quintanilla was armed with his Department-approved Smith and Wesson, Model M&P, 

9mm caliber, semi-automatic pistol, .  The pistol was carried in a 

Department approved Safariland, Level III retention holster on his Sam Browne utility 

belt.  According to Officer Quintanilla, at the time of the OIS, his pistol was loaded with 

18 rounds.  One round in the chamber and his two additional magazines were loaded with 17 

rounds of Department-authorized ammunition (Photolink).116 

On December 18, 2021, at approximately 2230 hours, Detective Brown, conducted a  

post-incident examination of Officer Quintanilla’s pistol.  Detective Brown observed that the 

pistol was loaded with Speer Gold Dot G2, 9mm Smith & Wesson, 180 grain, of Department 

approved ammunition.  There was one round in the chamber and 16 rounds in the 

magazine.  This information was consistent with Officer Quintanilla having fired a total of one 

round during the OIS.  An inspection of the two additional magazines that Quintanilla had in the 

magazine pouch on his utility belt, determined both magazines, were loaded to Department 

standards with 17 rounds of Speer Gold Dot G2, 9mm Smith & Wesson, 180 grain  

Ammunition (Photolink) (Photolink).

115 Officer Zavala’s statement, Page 51, Lines 5-25 and Page No. 52, Lines 1-5. 
116 Officer Quintanilla’s statement, Page No. 51, Lines 19-25 and Page No. 52, Lines 1-6. 
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On January 12, 2022, FSD/FAU Criminalist II Lawrence Iwaki, Serial No. N4687, completed a 

report documenting the test-firing of Officer Quintanilla’s pistol.  The pistol was found to be 

functional and the trigger pull value for this pistol was within the Departments established range 

(Addendum No. 12). 

 deployed his Department issued 40mm LLL, Serial No. FW17512 (Photolink).

On December 21, 2021, the Los Angeles Police Department Training Division, Ordinance Unit 

inspected, and test fired the 40mm LLL.  The launcher’s trigger pull met Department 

specifications.  The Eotech optic was in working condition and the launcher shot at point of aim 

and impact at the twenty-five foot range (Addendum No. 13). 

FIREARMS ANALYSIS 

On May 11, 2022, Criminalist Saucedo, completed a Bullet Path Analysis Report.  Criminalist 

Saucedo documented two bullet pathways that were identified as pathway A and pathway B 

(Addendum No. 14). 

Pathway A (including impacts A and A1) is consistent with a bullet traveling from north to 

south, west to east, and in a downward direction, deflecting at impact A in a south to north 

direction and continuing to impact A1.  The bullet jacket fragment (Item No. 8) (Photo ID 12) is 

associated with this pathway. 

• Impact A was documented as a non-penetrating impact, located on the north facing

surface of the stairs, on the third step up (Photolink).

• Impact A1 was documented as a non-penetrating impact, located on multiple branches of

a bush in the planter to the east of the stairs (Photolink).

Pathway B (including impacts B and B1) is consistent with a bullet traveling from north to south, 

west to east, and in a downward direction.  The fired bullet (Item No. 7) (Photo ID 11) is 

associated with this pathway (Photolink). 

• Impact B was documented as a non-penetrating impact, located on the west facing

surface of a tree in the planter east of the stairs (Photolink).

• Impact B1 was documented as a non-penetrating impact, located on the west facing

surface of a tree in a planter east of the stairs (Photolink).

On April 7, 2022, Criminalist II Trisha Ariyasu, Serial No. N4729, completed a Type and 

Caliber Laboratory Report that identified (Item No. 7) a fired bullet and (Item No. 8) a bullet 

jacket fragment exhibited general rifling characteristics consistent with (Item No. 26) the bullet 

test fired from Officer Zavala’s pistol.  

The Laboratory report further indicated that (Item Nos. 7 and 8) did not exhibit general rifling 

characteristics consistent with (Item No. 21) the bullet test fired from Officer Quintanilla’s 

pistol. 

Officer 1
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The Laboratory Report concluded that the fired bullet (Item No. 29), recovered by the Los 

Angeles County, Coroner’s Medical Examiner, during the autopsy lacked sufficient information 

to make a type and caliber determination (Addendum No. 15).  

On May 12, 2022, Criminalist II Gabriel Mueck, Serial No. N4632, completed a  

Serology/DNA-STRI Laboratory Report that identified (Item No. 7) a fired bullet was processed 

and a deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) sample was extracted (LIMS #3-1-1).  Short Tandem 

Repeats (STR) analysis of the sample identified the presence of ’ DNA on the 

fired bullet recovered from the scene. 

Evidence (Item No. 8) bullet jacket fragment was processed for DNA sample (LIMS #3-2-1) 

and did not contain enough DNA for STR analysis (Addendum No. 16).  

Evidence (Item No. 29) bullet recovered by the Medical Examiner during the autopsy was not 

submitted for DNA analysis. 

VISUAL DOCUMENTATION 

Digital In-Car Video System (DICVS) 

There were three DICVS videos related to this incident.  Each video was reviewed in its entirety 

by FID investigators.  The DICVS videos captured the officers’ response to the scene and post 

OIS activity.  The DICVS of Officers Zavala and Quintanilla’s vehicle was not activated during 

the UOF and did not capture audio or videos of the OIS.  Officer Quintanilla activated the 

DICVS after the OIS, which captured post OIS activity. 

Body Worn Video (BWV) 

There were 10 BWV recordings related to this incident.  Each video was reviewed in its entirety 

by FID investigators. 

 had his camera on in buffer mode as he initiated his response to the radio call. 

’s BWV recorded three videos, one was 21 minutes and 55 seconds, a second was 

3 minutes and 6 seconds and a third was 1 minute and 27 seconds in length.  ’s 

BWV captures his Code Three response, his arrival to  drawing and 

exhibiting, tactical planning, tactics, the OIS and post OIS activity.   turned off 

the BWV camera when he initiated administrative duties post OIS. 

Officer Zavala did not activate his BWV while responding Code Three to the call.  Officer 

Zavala had his BWV camera in buffer mode, as he arrived at   The 

BWV audio microphone was not actively recording sound for the initial 51 seconds he was at the 

scene.  Officer Zavala’s BWV recorded 19 minutes and 9 seconds of video, which captured the 

officers’ arrival, contact with , drawing and exhibiting, tactics, the OIS and post 

OIS activity.  Zavala turned off the BWV camera when he was directed to do so by  

. 

Officer Quintanilla did not activate his BWV while responding Code Three to the call.  Officer 

Quintanilla had his BWV camera in buffer mode, as he arrived at 
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The BWV audio microphone was not actively recording sound for the initial 10 seconds that he 

was at the scene.  Quintanilla’s BWV recorded 20 minutes and 9 seconds of video, which 

captured the officers’ arrival, contact with , drawing and exhibiting, the OIS and 

post OIS activity and handcuffing.  Quintanilla turned off the BWV camera when he was 

directed to do so by . 

 had his BWV camera in buffer mode as he initiated response to the radio call.    

’s BWV recorded 26 minutes and 2 seconds of video, which captured the officers’ 

Code Three response, his arrival to the scene, the contact with , drawing and 

exhibiting, the OIS and post OIS activity.   turned off the BWV camera when he was 

directed to do so by . 

 had his BWV camera in buffer mode as he initiated response to the radio call. 

’s BWV recorded 24 minutes and 42 seconds of video, which captured the officers’ 

Code Three response, his arrival to the scene, the contact with , drawing and 

exhibiting, the OIS and post OIS activity.   turned off the BWV camera when he 

was directed to do so by . 

 had his BWV camera in buffer mode as he initiated response to the radio call.    

’s BWV recorded 23 minutes and 9 seconds of video, which captured the officers’ 

Code Three response, the arrival to the scene, the contact with , drawing and 

exhibiting, the OIS and post OIS activity.   turned off the BWV camera when he 

was directed to do so by . 

Officer Meraz had his BWV camera in buffer mode as he initiated response to the radio call.    

Officer Meraz’ BWV recorded 23 minutes and 13 seconds of video, which captured the officers’ 

Code Three response, the arrival to the scene, the contact with , drawing and 

exhibiting, the OIS and post OIS activity.  Officer Meraz turned off the BWV camera when he 

was directed to do so by . 

 had his BWV camera in buffer mode, as he initiated response to the scene.  

’ BWV recorded 18 minutes and 19 seconds of video, which captured his response, 

his arrival, tactics, the OIS and post OIS activity.   turned off his BWV camera 

when he was directed to do so by . 

Other Department Video 

None. 

Outside Video 

On December 18, 2021, investigators canvassed the apartment building for security cameras 

located at   Cameras were located that provided a view of the 

exterior of the entry door of the apartment building.  There was approximately 20 minutes of 

video downloaded.  The video captured  seated on the stairs, the officers’ 

arrival, tactics and the OIS.  The video was documented and stored under TID No. 774022. 
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