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Thursday, February 5, 2026, 10:01 a.m. 

West Sacramento, California 

---o0o--- 

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Good morning, everyone.  Today

is Thursday, February 5th, and the time is 10:00 a. m.

Thank you all for attending the Peace Officer

Standards Accountability Advisory Board hearing.  

Please note that this hearing is being

live-streamed, recorded, and transcribed.

Further, please note that the microphones are auto

on/off.  When you begin speaking, they will go live .

With this, you will need to watch your cross-talk.

We will now call the roll of board members.

Chandler.

MR. KNAPP:  Thank you, Chair Dudley.

Good morning, Members.

Member Clavo.

MEMBER CLAVO:  Present.

MR. KNAPP:  Member Crawford.

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  Present.

MR. KNAPP:  Member Doyle.

(No response.)

MR. KNAPP:  Chair Dudley.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Here.

MR. KNAPP:  Member Johnson.
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MEMBER JOHNSON:  Here.

MR. KNAPP:  Member Lara.

MEMBER LARA:  Present.

MR. KNAPP:  And Member Pena.

MEMBER PENA:  Present.

MR. KNAPP:  Madam Chair, that's six of nine members

present.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Thank you.  A quorum has been

established.

I would now like to introduce board counsel, to my

left, Christopher Beatty; and POST Assistant Execut ive

Director Annemarie Del Mugnaio.

This time is set aside for members of the public

who wish to comment on items not on the agenda, but

those within the Board's jurisdiction.  Public comm ent

on matters on the agenda will be heard after each i tem

is presented.  Public comment on specific peace off icer

revocation cases to be heard today will be heard at  the

time of the hearing of each such matter.

Is there anyone present in the audience or

appearing remotely who would like to address the Bo ard

during public comment?

First checking the audience.

(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Seeing no one.
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Is there anyone remotely?

(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  There's nobody remotely

either.  Please be advised that the Board cannot ta ke

action on items not in the agenda and may discuss t hose

items only to the extent necessary to determine whe ther

any matter should be made an agenda item for furthe r

meetings, to respond briefly to statements or quest ions

posed, to request clarification, or to refer to -- the

items to the staff.

Please remember this meeting is being transcribed,

so I may politely interrupt and ask you to repeat o r

speak slowly and clearly so your comment can be

correctly captured on the transcript.

As the Board Chair, I may ask members of public to

limit their remarks to no more than three minutes

pursuant to existing board policy.

I may conclude the public comment period if

multiple speakers are voicing repetitive already si milar

statements and the 15-public -- 15-minute public co mment

period has expired.

You will be given five minutes to speak and the

limits will be strictly enforced, so please ensure that

you complete your thoughts within the allotted time .

Before I open public comment or matters not on the
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agenda, please note that if you wish to comment on

disciplinary matters scheduled to be heard today by  the

Board, you must wait until that matter is called to

offer public comment.

If you have a specific complaint about an officer

that is not on today's agenda, you should file a

complaint with POST or with the officer's employing

agency.  Staff will assist you in this regard.

I would like to remind individuals making comments

to discuss [sic] pending complaints or pending

disciplinary actions that may later come before thi s

board for a recommendation.  If the Board takes act ion

on your complaint, you will have an opportunity to

address the Board at that time.  Following these ru les

is necessary to comply with the law and to avoid

compromising the Board's mission.

When it is your turn, you may state your name and

organizations.

So is there any public comment?

Again, looking out into the audience.

(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  And remotely?

(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  No.  There's no public

comment.
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One moment, please.

Is there anyone present or appearing remotely or by

phone who would like to address the Board regarding  the

approval of the October/November meeting transcript s?

When it is your turn, you may state your name and

organization if you wish.  Each gets three minutes.

Anybody want to comment on the agenda?

(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  Are there any questions

or comments from the Board?

(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Seeing none.

If the Board concludes [sic], the appropriate

action would be a motion to approve the meeting

transcripts from the October and November 2025 meet ings.

Is there such a motion?

MEMBER LARA:  I can make a motion.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Thank you.

MEMBER CLAVO:  I second.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Thank you.

Is there any opposition?  Any abstentions?

(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  At this time I will ask --

okay.  So I think that, then, the motion passes.

And at this time, POST Assistant Executive Director
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MR. KNAPP:  Clavo, aye.

Crawford.

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  Aye.

MR. KNAPP:  Crawford, aye.

Dudley.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Aye.

MR. KNAPP:  Dudley, aye.

Johnson.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  Aye.

MR. KNAPP:  Johnson, aye.

Lara.

MEMBER LARA:  Aye.

MR. KNAPP:  Lara, aye.

And Pena.

MEMBER PENA:  No.

MR. KNAPP:  That's five in favor.  Motion carries.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  So the motion passes.

And there is an agreement for decertification.

Okay.  Now calling the next -- thank you,

gentlemen.

And at this time I will call upon Law Enforcement

Consultant Raymond Bechler, Professional Conduct

Northern; and Brian Hoffman, Attorney IV, Legal Aff airs

Bureau, to provide a report on POST2402338 [sic],

Elliott Lopez, who, at the time of the events at is sue
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in this case, was employed with the California High way

Patrol.

Thank you.

MR. BECHLER:  Good afternoon, Chair, Members of the

Board.  My name is Ray Bechler, and I'm a law

enforcement consultant assigned to the Professional

Conduct Northern Bureau in the Peace Officer Standa rds

Accountability Division.

With me today is Brian Hoffman, an attorney with

our Legal Affairs Bureau.

I'm here today to present Case Number POST2402838

involving Elliott Lopez, hereafter referred to as t he

respondent, formerly of the California Highway Patr ol.

It is the Division's determination that clear and

convincing evidence exists to demonstrate that the

respondent committed an act of serious misconduct a s set

forth in Penal Code section 13510.8 on March the 24 th,

2024.

Specifically, the Division has determined that the

respondent committed the following act of serious

misconduct:  Acts that violate the law.

In this presentation, I will present a brief

outline of the Division's findings regarding this

matter.

The respondent began his career with the California
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Highway Patrol on June the 8 -- June the 18th, 2004 .  He

received his Basic Certificate on March the 18th, 2 009.

He was an active member of the Peer Support Team.  

The respondent had three past annual performance

evaluations for 2024, 2023, and 2022.  The responde nt

was rated either proficient or excellent in all

categories.

The respondent had no prior dis- -- no prior

complaints of misconduct resulting in disciplinary

action from his agency.

In regard to the present allegation, the California

Highway Patrol became aware of the respondent's

misconduct following his arrest in Las Vegas, Nevad a, on

March 24, 2024, for domestic violence against the

victim, who he was in a qualifying relationship wit h.

The respondent resigned from his employment prior

to being interviewed by Internal Affairs and discip line

being imposed.

The CHP completed their administrative

investigation and sustained allegations of miscondu ct

against the respondent.

On October the 15th, 2024, CHP reported this case

to POST.

A factual summary of the respondent's misconduct is

as follows:
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On March 24 -- in March of 2024, the respondent and

victim traveled to Las Vegas, Nevada, for an annual  trip

with friends.  The respondent, victim, and friends

checked into the Westgate Hotel on Thursday, March the

21st, 2024, and planned to stay for several days to

attend a popular cigar conference.

The next three days were spent with friends and

seemed to go as planned as they enjoyed the confere nce

and Las Vegas festivities at night.

However, on Saturday, March the 23, 2024, the

victim, Respondent, and their friends visited Fremo nt

Street to dance and enjoy music.  As the night ende d,

the respondent and victim returned to their hotel f or

the evening.

At approximately 4:15 in the morning of March the

24th, 2024, the respondent physically attacked the

victim by punching her in the face, head, arms, and

upper torso, multiple times, causing significant

injuries.

Hotel security received numerous calls from nearby

guests regarding screaming and yelling, emanating f rom

the respondent's room.  They were directed to the

respondent's room where the yelling was coming from  and

contacted the respondent.

According to security, they made -- entering into
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the room and saw the respondent holding a trash can  and

had vomited.  He also had blood on his finger.

Security asked the respondent where the victim was

and eventually called her on a cell phone.  The vic tim

answered the phone and alerted hotel security that she

was on the 25th floor.  Security contacted her and

called 911 for police and medical assistance.

Security detained the respondent in handcuffs and

escorted him down to the security office, awaiting a

police response.

Las Vegas Metro PD Officers Mayer and Nguyen

arrived at the hotel.  Mayer contacted the responde nt

who was being detained in the security office, whil e

Nguyen checked on the victim, who was on the 25th f loor.

According to the Las Vegas Metro PD crime report

and inner CHP administrative interview, the victim

stated that she and the respondent had been drinkin g at

the Fremont Street Experience.  The respondent dran k too

much, fell to the ground, and blacked out.

Friends had to call an Uber to get the respondent

back to the hotel.  Their friends had to help walk the

respondent to their room and place him on the bed.

While the respondent laid on the bed, sleeping, the

victim looked through his cell phone.  In doing so,  she

found several sexually explicit messages and photog raphs
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between the respondent and another person.  The vic tim

thought to herself, "Not again."

After sitting with her sadness and disappointment,

the victim tried to go to sleep.  But it was diffic ult

for her to get into the bed as the respondent was t aking

up most of the bed space.  The victim made numerous

attempts to wake the victim -- or wake the responde nt in

order to have him move over so she could sleep.

Lacking a response -- lacking a response by the

respondent and frustrated, the victim asked the

respondent about the person he exchanged sexually

explicit photographs and messages with.  Calling th e

person out by name, who is -- upon hearing the pers on's

name, the respondent suddenly woke up, looked aroun d the

room, and began wailing on her.

The victim described "wailing" as throwing punches

to her face.  She fell on the bed.  She fell off th e

bed, onto the floor, curled up in a fetal position,  and

screamed for the respondent to stop, as he continue d to

repeatedly punch her.

The respondent -- the respondent stopped his attack

momentarily, which allowed the victim to grab a cel l

phone off the table and run out of the room.

Officer Nguyen took numerous photo- -- photographs

of the victim's injuries.
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Las Vegas Metro PD Officer Mayer contacted the

respondent, who said he had been out drinking with the

victim on Fremont Street.  They had an argument and  then

took an Uber back to their hotel where he passed ou t.

The next thing the respondent recalled was security

waking him up.  The respondent said he didn't remem ber

the incident.  He added that he and the victim had been

having troubles but were working on their relations hip.

Officer Mayer arrested and booked the respondent at

the Clark County Detention Facility on a misdemeano r

domestic violence charge.

The victim was transported by ambulance to a local

hospital where she was treated for her injuries and

released.

The victim was interviewed by CHP Internal Affairs

on March 28th, 2024, just four days after the assau lt

took -- and took these photos, which were caused by  the

respondent.

On March the 28th, 2024, the Clark County Nevada

District Attorney's Office filed an amended crimina l

complaint to battery resulting in substantial batte ry

harm, constituting domestic violence, which was a

Category B felony.

On July the 9th, 2024, the respondent pled nolo

contendere to a misdemeanor domestic battery charge .
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The respondent was required to attend 13 classes of

anger management counseling, spend two days in jail , pay

court fines, and submit to a mental health evaluati on.

The facts that I just recited support the

Division's finding that the respondent was involved  in

serious misconduct, specifically acts that violate the

law.

For purposes of this -- of the Division's analysis,

clear and convincing evidence means evidence of a c harge

is clear and convincing so long as there's high

probability that the charge is true.  The evidence need

not establish a fact beyond a reasonable doubt.

The Division recommends that the respondent's

certification be revoked or suspended.  The Divisio n's

recommendation is based on the following:

The Division found that clear and convincing

evidence substantiated that the respondent's conduc t

amounted to acts that violate the law as described in

Commission Regulation 1205(a)(6); and that on March  the

24th, 2024, the respondent physically harmed the vi ctim

by hitting and punching her numerous times about th e

head, face, and shoulders.

The respondent's actions were inconsistent with the

respondent's obligation to uphold the laws of the s tate.

The Division finds -- the Division finds the

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



    99
SWANK REPORTING INC.  (916) 390-7731

POSAAB Meeting, February 5, 2026

respondent's act of violence upon the victim not on ly

violated CHP's internal policies, but also a crimin al

act by violating Nevada Revised Statute 33.018, whi ch,

had it occurred in California, would have violated Penal

Code section 273.5, corporal injury upon a spouse o r

cohabitant, a felony.

In addition to violating the department's policy,

clear and convincing evidence exists that the respo ndent

violated California Penal Code section 13510.8(b)(C ) and

Commission Regulation 1205(a)(6), acts that violate  the

law.

With that, I'm happy to answer any questions that

the Board may have.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  I was wondering if there was

any consideration to the fact that he may have been

legally unconscious at the time of his acts.

MR. BECHLER:  Go ahead.

MR. HOFFMAN:  When you say "legally unconscious,"

I'm --

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  As we know, as attorneys, if

you commit an act, but at the time that you commit the

act, you are unconscious -- 

MR. HOFFMAN:  So -- 

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  -- then you are not liable for

an action.
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MR. HOFFMAN:  So battery is from -- in Nevada and

California, is a general intent mens rea.

In terms of whether or not he was legally

unconscious or not, the investigation -- I -- I don 't

remember if there's was there was a BAC level taken

promptly as part of the investigation or not.  So w e

don't know what his level of intoxication actually was.

But I don't think there's a full determination made

on whether or not he was legally unconscious by any one

in Las Vegas or by the Division.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  Yes.

MEMBER LARA:  I remember reading in the -- in

the -- in the report that the defendant had mounted  the

victim.

And so for me --

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  I'm sorry.  He did what?

MEMBER LARA:  Well, a mount is a position, say, in,

like, in a mixed martial art, where the person is e ither

kneeling over or on top of.

And so if -- if we're talking about intentionality,

this does not appear to be wild flailing of an

uncontrolled intoxicated person; but a purposeful,

intentional mounting of a person to inflict more se vere

harm.

And so could you elaborate for us if you -- if I'm
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correct in my recollection of reading that the -- s ome

of the attack occurred from a mounted position?

MR. BECHLER:  Yeah.  The -- excuse me.  Yes.  Yeah.

The victim did mention that when he got off the bed , got

on top of her, in an MFA -- or MF- -- whatever --

MEMBER LARA:  MMA.

MR. BECHLER:  MMA style, mounted her, and then

began wailing on her.  That's -- that's her words.

To address your point, Chair, the issue of his

awareness spiked when he was -- when he heard the n ame

being said, is when he came to.  And then that -- t he

whole subsequent violent act occurred after that.

So he was aware enough to understand who -- who she

was talking about, the victim was talking about.  A nd

then responded, reacted accordingly.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  And he pled guilty.

MR. BECHLER:  He -- he pled nolo contendere.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Right.  Okay.

MR. BECKER:  Yes.  Essentially.  

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  So the same as pleading guilty

for all criminal purposes.

So we don't -- so there was never really a hearing

on this.  And certainly no attorney raised this iss ue

that he may have been unconscious.

Okay.  Anything else on that, Captain?
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MEMBER LARA:  No.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  Other thoughts and

comments from the Board?

MEMBER CLAVO:  I had a -- Mr. Lara, did you have

another question?

MEMBER LARA:  No.

MEMBER CLAVO:  Oh.  I had a question, and hopefully

I'm not getting cases confused.

But I think I recall him saying that he thought she

did this to herself.  Was that his case?

(No response.)

MEMBER CLAVO:  So I'm a little confused during his

statement, during the investigation, him making thi s

reference to, oh, she did this herself.  She's just

trying to take me down, take my job, this, that, or

another.  But, yet, he pleaded "no contendere."

Hopefully I said that right.

But -- so I was just a little confused.  But he did

state those things in the report?

MR. BECHLER:  Yes.  I -- I called and had an

interview with him.  And he had mentioned that's --  he

had mentioned, at that time, that maybe the possibi lity

that she might have done that.  Because he was sayi ng

that he didn't know what happened.  So he -- he had

mentioned that and maybe she had done that by -- to
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herself.  You are correct.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Yes.

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  So one of the things that

kind of caught my attention was although he mention ed he

wasn't aware of what he did -- and then Chair Dudle y

talks about there being an unconsciousness -- in

reality, in the community's world, those type of

circumstances are not exceptional.

If it had been me, and I had been drinking and I

did this, I would be charged with assault.  And tha t

comes to that responsibility piece and accountabili ty

piece.  That, as a community, just as you expect mo re

from me, I expect more for anyone who is wearing a

uniform, who is sworn to serve and protect me.

So I will say out loud -- and I think putting it

back on the victim, whether -- we were not in that room.

They were in the room.

Looking at the pictures, I could not possibly see

how she could have inflicted those marks on herself ,

unless she had somebody drive in from wherever, to Las

Vegas, and give her a black eye, this on the arm.  And I

just didn't understand that.

So I think what took me back was the accountability

piece.  And so...

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Just to be clear, I'm talking
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about a state of blackout.

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  Right.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  So where -- where someone who

commits what would be a crime, if you weren't in th is

state of blackout, versus someone who was.

The reports that we read talk about him collapsing;

him needing to be lifted; him needing to be moved o n to

the bed; his being nonresponsive when she wanted to  get

into the bed.

And I just didn't have a clear understanding about

that as I was reading the reports.  And that's wher e my

question came from.

I mean, there's no doubt in my mind that if he was

conscious and these were the kinds of things he was

doing, how outside the law they are.  I just wanted  to

address that question.  But I certainly understand the

accountability issue.

Yes.

MEMBER PENA:  I believe it was in this record

where, once they got into the hotel room, he was on  Chat

G -- what is it called?  He was communicating with

someone online.

MR. BECHLER:  I'm not familiar with what you are

referring to.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  That he was -- that he was
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texting his girlfriend or somehow communicating wit h

her.

MR. BECHLER:  So the victim found that on his

phone?  Yes.

MEMBER PENA:  She found it on his phone.  But he

had been -- he was on his phone right before he wen t to

sleep.  I believe I read that in the record.

MR. BECHLER:  No.  He was -- he was blacked out

completely.  But -- well, he was a -- he was on the  bed,

sound asleep.  Passed out.  I will say that.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  What you read, a communication

between --

MEMBER PENA:  Was earlier?

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  I believe so.

MEMBER PENA:  Okay.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Is that your -- gentlemen?

The communication he allegedly had with his alleged

girlfriend was before this incident.

MR. BECHLER:  Oh, yeah.  We're assuming so.  Prior.

Prior to this incident.  

MEMBER PENA:  Okay.  Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Yes.  Mr. Johnson.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  I'm curious.  I have -- I must

have missed it.

Why are we here?  I mean, he resigned, correct?
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CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  But we're talking about

whether he is decertified.  Meaning, he can't apply

for --

MEMBER JOHNSON:  Oh, no.  I mean, I understand

that.

But -- because he has a right to contest it, right?

The fact that he was resigned and the fact that it' s

been reported to POST.  So is he asking for his job

back?

I'm just saying, I'm not clear on -- I understand

we have procedures to follow.  But does he really w ant

his job back?

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  I don't know.  But I think our

decision needs to be based on whether he should get  his

job back.  What he wants, none of us know.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  Okay.  So then, really, all the

other details don't matter because it is pretty obv ious

he don't want his job back because he hasn't taken a

form of defense.  And so, really, to me, we just

waste -- this is just me speaking.  We're wasting m ore

time about it then.

MR. BEATTY:  Yeah.  I think that we're just making

a decision.  You all are voting on the record in fr ont

of you -- 

MEMBER JOHNSON:  Okay.

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



   107
SWANK REPORTING INC.  (916) 390-7731

POSAAB Meeting, February 5, 2026

MR. BEATTY:  -- and whether that is something that

it proceeds to an ALJ -- you know, if those facts w ere

to be proved, would warrant, you know, the charge b e

brought in front of it.  So that's what -- we don't  know

his intention and probably shouldn't -- shouldn't

calculate on it, because it is unknowable.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  Okay.

MS. DEL MUGNAIO:  One point of clarification.

So Board Member Johnson, he affirmatively

appealed -- 

MEMBER JOHNSON:  Okay.

MS. DEL MUGNAIO:  -- the decertification

proceeding, which is why it is here in front of you .

MEMBER JOHNSON:  Okay.  Yeah.

MS. DEL MUGNAIO:  Yeah.  Has he defaulted, which

means didn't respond to us, you wouldn't be hearing  this

matter.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  Right.

MS. DEL MUGNAIO:  It would be an automatic

revocation.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  Right.

MS. DEL MUGNAIO:  So his intent was to appeal this

body.  To appeal to this body.  Yeah.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  All right.

MS. DEL MUGNAIO:  Thanks.
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MR. HOFFMAN:  Just -- if I may add a point of

clarification on the point of consciousness or lack  of

consciousness, under California law, a person who i s

presumed to be conscious is a criminal defendant.  And

they would have to produce -- the burden is on the

defendant to produce that they were in an unconscio us

state or a state of blackout beyond a reasonable do ubt.

That's not necessarily the standard that we apply

here in the administrative process, but just to pro vide

a little bit further clarity on that topic.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Yeah.  Thank you.

Because there wasn't a hearing, that never came up.

He pled nolo.

MR. HOFFMAN:  Correct.  We have no evidence either

way on that -- in light of the --

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  And, yes.  The administrative

standard of beyond a reasonable doubt versus clear and

convincing.  Clearly different standards.

Anything else on this?  Any other questions?

(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  At this time, does the subject

officer and/or their counsel wish to make a public

statement?

And is he here or remote?

MS. DEL MUGNAIO:  He's here.
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CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  Thank you.

You will be given five minutes to speak, and the

time limits will be strictly enforced, so please en sure

that you complete your comments within the allotted

time.

While commenting, keep in mind that the Board will

only consider the facts as presented by the Divisio n

today and will not consider any additional facts or

defenses at this time.

The sole question before the Board today is the

following:

If the facts offered by the Division today are, in

fact, proven at a later hearing, do those facts

demonstrate a high probability that serious miscond uct,

as defined in Penal Code section 13510.8, and Commi ssion

Regulation 1205 occurred?

And, sir, would you introduce yourself, please.

MR. LOPEZ:  Thank you.  My name is Elliott Lopez,

formerly with the California Highway Patrol.

I would like to begin by saying thank you for

listening to this and taking it into consideration for

not revoking my certificate.

First of all, I would like to say that this is

something that is completely and unequivocally out of

character for me.  I have never been in contact wit h law
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enforcement negatively other than a traffic stop.

I did go out that night.  We did have drinks.  And

I had not been drinking for quite some time.  I am

diabetic and I've been taking care of it.  For the week

leading up to it, I had not taken my medication.

And I did, 100 percent, completely black out.  The

last thing I remember was watching some show with s ome

young child on Fremont Street.

The next thing I remember, somebody is pounding on

the door, asking me to get out of the room.

As per witnesses on BR11, Witness 1 in the IA

investigation corroborates the fact that this was

something completely out of character.  On talking to

one of the witnesses, he gave me a statement statin g

that my spouse, once they threw me in the room --

because I was completely unconscious -- followed th em

out to the elevator and told him that I had asked h er

for a divorce the month before.

The reason I went to this -- to Vegas for the cigar

convention was because friends of mine, of ours, ha d

paid for the entire trip and I didn't want to leave

them behind.  I didn't want to not -- to spend the money

that they had already spent on me going.

She told him that ever since I asked them for the

divorce, all I talked about was wanting to beat her  up,
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which, I can tell you, 100 percent is not true.

After the incident that occurred and everything

that happened, law enforcement did not take any

photographs of myself, of any wounds that I may hav e had

on my hands, or defensive words from her.  Nothing.

There was nothing on me, which is something that I

remember sitting in jail, just looking at, to try t o see

if I had anything.

Since the occurrence, I have done everything that

is required of me.

I know the question of did I plead no contest came

up?  Yes.  And I will explain myself at the end, be cause

I don't want to -- make sure I have enough time.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  If you need additional time,

you can have additional time.

MR. LOPEZ:  Okay.  The reason I pled no contest was

because I was given five minutes.  I went to Vegas.   I

was told, hey, this is a preliminary hearing.

I said perfect.  No -- not guilty.  We'll go --

we'll figure this out later.

He goes no, no, no, no.  That's not how this works.

He goes, you can either plead no contest or you tak e

this to court and you lose; you go to one year in p rison

automatically, no matter what.  You have five minut es to

decide.
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So being an ex-police officer in another state,

going to prison for a year; or I plead no contest a nd I

do everything they ask and this goes away in a year .  To

me, it was an easy decision.  I don't feel I did it , and

I'm not placing blame on her.

It is just very hard that we were married for 14

years, together for 18.  I asked her for a divorce a

month before this happens.  And then, all of a sudd en, I

become this violent monster that attacks her?

That's why I find it very difficult to believe that

I had something to do with this.  It sucks.  I was a

horrible husband towards the end of the years.  But  I'm

not violent by any means.

I did this job for 17 years.  Not once -- you heard

him testify.  Not once did somebody complain.  And I was

in a lot of fights.  And I would pick people up, du st

them off.  And my commander would actually tell --

actually, we talked about this after the fact.  She

goes, it's funny how you get in fights with people and

you guys are laughing on the way to the jail, becau se

they think you are the coolest guy ever for not goi ng

farther beyond of what you've -- what you should ha ve,

because they deserved it.  She goes, and you guys a re

like friends.  She goes, I don't know how you do it , but

it always happens.
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Getting back to this, the reason I believe -- and

I'm not, again, shifting blame -- the victim, my ex -wife

in this, has changed her stories on three different

written accounts of this.

The first was she found text messages.  The report

she gave to Vegas Metro was she just pushed me and I

went crazy.

Another account was she just walked by and I just

woke up and started swinging.

And she told several people that she felt her life

was in danger.  Yet, again, at no point did I have any

kind of defensive wounds.

Being a diabetic, those defensive wounds stay for

quite a long time.  I have scratches on my feet fro m two

years ago.  So I still, to this day, have nothing f rom

that night.

This is the last thing I will say.

I am the first person in my family to do anything

good, so to speak.  My father came over from Mexico ,

worked his ass off.  And if I can be half the man t hat

guy is, I'd lead a pretty good life.

My mother, who passed away three years ago, wasn't

the greatest mom but she did her best.

I would never do anything to make anybody ashamed

or do any -- I wanted to be a cop since I was a kid .  I
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was an Explorer with the Highway Patrol at 14 years  old.

I did it for the four years.  After that, I tried t o

join at 21 and my -- my score wasn't high enough to

become an officer because my oral was only 85 and n ot

95.  And then when I finally went through in 2007 - - not

2004, I apologize -- when I went through in 2007, t hey

were letting 70s through.  So my 85 got me in prett y

quick.

But I did my job great.  From my first year, when

I, unfortunately, watched my partner get killed; an d

then being in two shootings subsequently over the

following years, I had every reason to drink.  I ha d

every reason to be an asshole.  I had every reason to be

a horrible person, and I did my damnedest not to be .

And I was a great cop.  I was a horrible highway

patrolman.  I hated writing tickets.  But I was a d amn

good cop.

So with that, I will tell you and I will say thank

you for listening.  I will say thank you for taking  my

answers and any questions you may have and respect for

not -- I would like to go back to the Highway Patro l.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Let me start with some

questions.

How long were you in custody?

MR. LOPEZ:  I was arrested -- that's another --
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that's another -- I was arrested about 4:30 in the

morning, I believe the report says.  And I was deta ined

in handcuffs until about 10:30 in the morning, befo re I

was actually taken to the jail.

I was never given a BAC.  The nurse finally at the

hospital -- or sorry, at the jail, checked my -- my

diabetes, my blood sugar.  And I was well over 400.   And

that was six hours, seven hours after the fact that  I

had finished drinking.  So it was pretty high up th ere.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  That wasn't my

question.

How many hours were you in custody?

MR. LOPEZ:  Oh.  I was let out -- so I -- I'm

horrible at math.  That's why I became a cop.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.

MR. LOPEZ:  I was let out at about 2:00 on Monday

morning.  2:00 or 3:00 on Monday morning.  Or, sorr y,

2:00 or 3:00 on Monday afternoon.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  So you said that no one took

photographs of your hands to show any defensive wou nds.

You did -- you have done evidence collection your

entire career.  Why don't you get photographs of yo ur

hands?

MR. LOPEZ:  It wasn't -- how do I say this?  It

wasn't -- I was so in shock of everything that happ ened.
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I mean, I should have.  I -- I understand what you are

saying.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  No.  Only because you said,

when you were in custody, you were looking at your hands

and saying they didn't take pictures of my hands.  So it

was a thought you already had.

But when you got out of custody, you didn't get

photographs of your hands?

MR. LOPEZ:  No.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.

MR. LOGGINS:  I was just trying to get home.  I

apologize.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  And help me understand.  Was

this a private lawyer or a public defender?

MR. LOPEZ:  Private.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  And this is someone you were

paying.  

MR. LOGGINS:  Yes.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  And they were telling you, you

have five minutes to make a decision?

MR. LOPEZ:  Yes.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  But you have been in

this world of attorneys and law enforcement for a l ong

time.

Why couldn't you say, "No.  I want more than five
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minutes or I want another lawyer"?  Why did you fee l you

had to be, for lack of a better term, a victim to w hat

he was telling you about the fact that you only had  five

minutes?

MR. LOPEZ:  It was a -- it was a decision that

rationale and emotions kind of played in.  It was, hey,

this or that.  Now, like -- we can take this, but y ou

are going to go to prison.  You have no defense.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  And you felt help- -- you felt

there was nothing you could do.

MR. LOPEZ:  I felt helpless.  It was -- it was

just -- I was so emotionally charged.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  Even though this is

someone you are paying to do a job.  Okay.

And how did your ex-wife get all those injuries?

MR. LOPEZ:  I don't know.  I can -- I can assume

but I can't tell you.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  So what do you think happened?

MR. LOPEZ:  What do I think happened?

Unfortunately, with circumstances after the fact, I

believe she did them to herself.  And the reason I say

circumstances after the fact is because she has cha nged

her story.  And she had a restaining order against me

for about a year and three months.  And then she go es,

hey, I'm going to take it off but I want you to
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continue -- you can't be a cop.  Like, maybe go to POST

and all that stuff.

And just recently, in the last 30 days, she's upset

because I'm not paying for everything.  So she has told

her lawyer to place a restraining order back on me so I

can pay for all the bills at the house.  Not for --

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  You explained the ways that

she changed the story.  I didn't hear you ever say that

she admitted to you or anyone else that she did it to

herself.

MR. LOPEZ:  No.  She hasn't.  That's just -- 

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  

MR. LOGGINS:  -- my thought.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  I don't have any more

questions.

Other board members?

MEMBER CLAVO:  You asked all mine.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  I'm sorry? 

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  Go ahead, Nicole. Then

I'll go --

MEMBER CLAVO:  You asked all mine.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Ms. Hatcher, you go first.  

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  I would say that,

unfortunately, you -- you get to see on the other s ide

of some of the things that the community goes throu gh.
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And to the point of I'm not an attorney, one.  But I

have seen people going through the court system whe re

they are told what you were told.

And your first life survival is let me take this

and please, God, let it go away, not understanding the

ramifications or the end results of why we are here  now.

One of the things that I'm struggling with -- and

so I'm talking to you -- is the -- the blackout

statement, you know, of swinging and her -- her sto ry,

not yours.  Swinging.  And then the injuries where they

are -- I'm -- I literally at one point tried and I' m

like, how do I hit my arm and get this?

And so that was the accountability piece.  And so

as Chairman Dudley talked about, a little bit about  the

blackout portion and some of the other things, thos e

raise doubt.

But I would -- I guess my question to you is --

couples do things, and when they are in a battle, t hings

are said and things are done.

I guess my question to you is the accountability

piece of it.  Do you feel that you played any role other

than that what you described, or what maybe later y ou

thought about, that happened in that room in your

blackout statement?

That's kind of -- I know it kind of sounds --
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MR. LOPEZ:  I think I understand what you are

trying to say is, do I take any accountability for what

happened in that room that night?

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  Right.

MR. LOPEZ:  Yes.  I take accountability for the

fact that I was not completely divorced, and I was

speaking to another woman, and it was not the first  time

that I had, unfortunately, cheated on my wife.

We had had this conversation many times over, where

I felt that she was more of a roommate than a spous e.

And I had asked her about going to counseling.  We never

went.

And then, finally, I had the courage to ask her for

a divorce, which, again, is why -- I don't understa nd

why after all these years of nothing, I asked her f or a

divorce and then less than 30 days later, here we a re.

I will say this:  I am accountable for drinking.  I

was handed those drinks.  And I -- I willingly took

them.  I drink rum and tequila is what I usually --  or

sorry.  Rum and pineapple juice is what I usually d rink.

These drinks were tequila and pineapple juice.  So an

extremely higher BAC alcohol.

And they were -- they weren't a glass.  They were

cups.  I take responsibility for drinking those and

allowing myself to get in state of inebriation that  I
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could not take care of myself.  For that, I'm an id iot.

It had been years since I drank like that.  And I c an't

remember the last time I drank so much that I black ed

out.  But I allowed myself to get to that stage.

I cannot say 100 percent without a doubt, hey, she

did it.  I cannot say.  I can only speculate.

What I can say is that I have no recollection of --

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  Do you currently drink

now?

MR. LOPEZ:  No.  I stopped.  After -- after that

incident, I stopped drinking.

Even -- I was just in a motorcycle accident that --

you saw, when I was limping when I walked up -- six

months ago.  And I broke every -- my legs, both leg s,

both arms, broken.  I didn't even take the pain med s.

Whatever they gave me in the hospital, I took.  And  they

sent me home after a month of rehab, and I didn't e ven

take those.

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  So you went through,

also, anger management classes?

MR. LOPEZ:  I did.  

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  Do you recall that?

MR. LOPEZ:  Yes.

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  Was it helpful?

MR. LOPEZ:  They were.  They were -- in the
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beginning, I'm like, why am I here?  I don't feel l ike I

have anger problems.  Again, I have every reason to  have

them, but I didn't feel like I had them.

But after kind of listening to other people's

stories and kind of being part of the classes, I th ink

they were good.

I learned to -- I have always been -- I have been

on our peer program since 2011.  And I was in multi ple

line-of-duty deaths, talking to people, and I -- th at

was one of the thing I would tell them, hey, talkin g is

the best thing.  Keeping it bottled up, you are goi ng to

be like a firework.  You are going to explode.  Let  it

out.  And if you have to explode over one drink eve ry

now and then, that's fine.  But don't -- don't hold  it

in.

So this helped me realize that much more.

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  Okay.  Thank you, sir.

MR. LOPEZ:  Thank you.

MEMBER CLAVO:  I have a question.  I have a couple.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  I know.

MEMBER CLAVO:  I know.

Did you enjoy your job?

MR. LOPEZ:  I loved it.

MEMBER CLAVO:  I have heard you made this estimate

a couple of times while you were speaking that you had
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every reason to feel angry.  Why?

MR. LOPEZ:  So December of 2009, I watched my

partner get run over and killed while I was working  in

Los Angeles.  That was trauma that not -- I would s ay a

very small percentage of officers deal with.  Being  with

someone that you went to the academy and you watche d

them lose their life right in front of you.  And yo u

can't do anything to save them.

And I remember me and my spouse -- she was my

girlfriend at the time, arguing about it.  And I'm

telling her, hey, I should have died.  We have no k ids.

He's got five.  Why did God decide to take him and not

me?

Many times people would get into fights with me.

Again, as a highway patrolman, we work alone, for t he

most part, until we get together at night.  So ther e was

plenty of times where I fought with people by mysel f.

And in an -- in an unincorporated area like

Tuolumne County, back-up will be 45 minutes away.

That's why it's nice being in -- when I worked in L A,

because back-up was always about five minutes away.   So

there was always that portion of stuff.

I, in my career, have been in two shootings.

Unfortunately, the second shooting I was in, in Mar ch of

2022, the party that I was involved in the shooting  with
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did lose his life.  That is something that we know,  as

law enforcement, is possible, but that is not somet hing

that any of us want to do.  And I didn't want to do  it.

But when somebody points a gun at you, you have to

protect yourself and the person next to you.  So it

happened.  

And, again, you know what?  I can just drink and I

will be fine.  But I couldn't --

MEMBER CLAVO:  Did you seek counseling for any of

those incidents?

MR. LOPEZ:  All of them.

MEMBER CLAVO:  Are you seeking counseling now?

MR. LOPEZ:  Yes.  So I did seek counseling for all

those incidents.  And as of the incident that occur red

in March of '23 -- '24?  '24.  I have been going to

counseling every two weeks minimum.  So either by p hone

or in person.

MEMBER CLAVO:  So it would be my assumption that

through your training, you have probably seen domes tic

violence victims.  You may have investigated some.

So how would you say, in your professional opinion,

one would receive bruises as extensive as your

previous -- your former wife received, and how woul d one

do that to themselves?  How would -- how could one do

those type of arm bruising, black their eyes, facia l,
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jaw bruises to themselves?

MR. LOPEZ:  So many ways, unfortunately.

And the only reason I know is from conversations

that I have had after the fact with people that hav e

had -- like one friend I talked to, she goes, yeah,  my

mom used to beat herself all the time and tell -- c all

the cops on my dad.  And she hit herself or grab

something and hit herself.  She would run into the wall

and do all these things.  I don't know if she did t hat.

I will tell you this:  That I was an instructor for

physical methods of arrest and fighting and defense

tactics in the academy -- or not in the academy.  B ut at

the office.  I was the training officer for that.

And I'm a large individual.  Something I did think

about after the fact is, if I did hit her the way s he

said I did, she has veneers.  I would have easily

knocked the veneer out.  I would have easily broken  a

nose.  I would have easily broken an eye socket.  I 'm

not a small man.  And if I was as angry as she is s aying

I was, and I was trying to murder her like she said  I

was, those wounds that you see those photographs wo uld

have been much worse.

So, again, I'm not saying that -- in my heart, I

don't feel like I did it.  The only other thing is,  I

feel that she did it to herself.  I do feel had it had
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been me, the injuries would have been much worse, g iven

her account of the actions.

MEMBER CLAVO:  Last question:  In your hotel room,

were there items in the room that could have -- she

could have used to do that type of violence to hers elf?

MR. LOPEZ:  It's been a while.  I mean, she could

have hit herself with a lamp.  There was lamps in t he

room, type thing.  There was TVs.  There was drawer s.

There was the bed.  There was the floor.  There was

walls.

MEMBER CLAVO:  Normal -- 

MR. LOPEZ:  Normal.

MEMBER CLAVO:  -- hotel room, right.

MR. LOPEZ:  Yeah.  Nothing I could -- there was no

bat in the room.  

MEMBER CLAVO:  Okay.  

MR. LOPEZ:  Nothing like that.

MEMBER CLAVO:  Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Yes.

MEMBER LARA:  I have a couple of questions for you.

So first thing is I -- the first things I've heard

you to say today is "I don't feel I did it.  I don' t

believe I did it."

And so that being the case, just with your

background as a law enforcement officer, if you don 't
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believe or feel or perhaps, at some point, you will  say

today that "I didn't do it," why would you not have

taken this to trial?

Instead of -- I mean, I hear the "I had the six-odd

minutes to do so."

But you had two opportunities to explain and defend

yourself:  The first at trial; and, to my mind, the

second is you could have given a compelled statemen t

with your agency under -- under the threat of losin g

your job.  But you chose to take neither of those

opportunities to defend yourself.

Can I ask why?

MR. LOPEZ:  So the first reason for the -- while we

were in trial, was the one year in prison.  That wa s

hands down the reason that I took the plea, because  he's

like, hey, one year in prison, you are now a felon.   You

can never own guns ever again.  And kiss your law

enforcement career goodbye.  That was hands down fo r

that one.

For the one before that, in April, so the -- the

jury trial was July.  Or not the jury trial.  But w hen I

pled no contest was July.

The interviewer resigning from the Highway Patrol

was in April.  I was told by our union, one of the head

guys in our union, don't even fight it because you are
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going to lose your job.

And I'm like, wait.  What do you mean?  Like, I

shouldn't have a chance?

And he's like nope.

We had a case where a husband and wife got into an

argument.  He was arrested for pushing her.  She

recanted the whole thing, and they still fired him.   He

goes, so take away, quit, resign with your head hel d

high, and at least you can go to another agency.

Worst -- worst decision I ever made by not -- by

not going through with the interview.

And as I told the investigator, when he called me,

I'm like, any questions you have, I will answer.  T here

was no reason for me not to answer that question.  And

that's why I'm here today so that you folks can ask  any

questions that you may have regarding any of this

situation.

I have nothing to -- to hide.  I'm not trying to do

anything.  I literally just would love to get back into

my career.

MEMBER LARA:  But there was no threat of a felony

or compelled statement through your agency; is that

correct?

MR. LOPEZ:  Correct.

MEMBER LARA:  That's all I have.
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CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Yes.  Mr. Johnson.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  So as I was reading your wife's

interview, she talked about two to three years prio r to

the incident that she kept asking you to get help.  And

she did lean toward the fact that you was involved in a

shooting.

You know, so it's pretty obvious that there was

trouble in the home to such a degree that she was

repeatedly asking you to get help.  Why?

MR. LOPEZ:  So I'm going to say this with all

respect.  And I apologize for using vulgar language .  I

am, to all extent, the nicest asshole you will ever

meet.

The communication between me and my wife was

horrible.  We never talked.  I never told her anyth ing

because everything I told her was used against me.  So

she took me shutting down and not saying anything a s me

being -- needing help.  And it wasn't that she was --

she was upset because I didn't tell her, because I

didn't talk to her.

The reason I didn't talk to her was, case in point,

after my last shooting, I got home at 1:00, 2:00 in  the

morning and she's blitzed.  She had gone out with

friends.  I called her.  "Hey, I have had an incide nt.

I was involved in a shooting.  Someone died.  I'm o kay."
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And instead of being like, okay, that's it, I'm

done, I'm going to go home and wait for my husband,  she

proceeded to get blackout drunk.  Well, not blackou t

because she was still awake when I got home.  But s he

was highly, highly intoxicated.

And she told me, as soon as it happened, I went

back to the table and I'm like, hey, let's -- I got  to

take shots.  We got to take shots.  Elliot was just  in a

shooting.  He killed someone.  Let's take shots.

We get to that night -- or I get home that night

and she asked me what happened.  I tell her the ent ire

story.

The next day, she's upset at me because I told

somebody else the story.  I'm like, yeah, the offic er --

the other officer was injured.  She's like, "You di dn't

tell me that."

I'm like, "Yes, I did."  We were -- I told you that

he got hurt by -- when I fired my gun.  It was in h is

ear so he got hurt.

And me and her just didn't have communication.  So

that's why she would say that I needed help because  I

didn't ask her for it.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  So I guess my follow-up question,

then, would be if I heard correctly earlier, you ta lked

about the struggles of the shootings.  I'm not sure  if I
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read or heard you state the loss of a parent, someo ne

being really sick.

But in your own mind, you didn't feel that was

nothing wrong with you and it all had to -- it is p retty

obvious because it keeps sounding like it was more your

wife than yourself.

So I'm -- my last, though -- you know, and I would

like to hear a response to that.  But I wanted to a dd

this too:  Why are you here without representation?

So that's two -- a two-part question.

MR. LOPEZ:  Okay.  Can you ask the first again?

And then I will -- 

MEMBER JOHNSON:  Yeah.

MR. LOPEZ:  -- tell you the second.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  It appeared earlier that you were

stating that you knew you needed some help.  You ha ve

been involved in the shooting.  Parent was dying or

someone dying.  You know, there was trouble happeni ng in

your life.

But you just expressed that it really wasn't you.

You are okay.  But I think earlier, if I heard it

correctly, that there was some struggles in your li fe,

and you knew that.  And but, yet, you refused to ge t

help.

And -- and because of that it escalated to a point.
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And it is really hard for me to believe, unless it was a

true blackout, that you beat your wife the way she had

those bruises.

I mean, she had two black eyes that was just

horrifying.  I mean, and it is almost like you -- w e

know there's abusive folks in the -- in the home.

Especially it could be a husband.  And sometimes he  will

beat his wife more than once over a period of years .

So you never, ever touched your wife before

violently like that, until that night?

MR. LOPEZ:  Well, that is the reason why I do not

believe I did it.  I never --

MEMBER JOHNSON:  But, yet, you still say you didn't

believe you needed help.

MR. LOPEZ:  I didn't -- I didn't believe that I

needed so much help that this would happen.  Everyb ody

needs help.  Everybody -- I tell every -- every new

person that comes on, I tell every -- every new per son

that's been around for 20 years, "Hey, man.  You kn ow

what?  Go find a good counselor, even if you go onc e a

month."

MEMBER JOHNSON:  And so I know you was a part of a

peer group, and I think you was mentoring in that p eer

group.  So you know all the right things to say.  B ut,

yet, you didn't apply them to yourself.
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And so my last question, though, is what happened

in Vegas and pleading no -- "nololo," whatever it's

called?  What is it called?

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  No contest.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  No contest.  Right?  Why -- I

mean, and that was the biggest mistake in your life  that

you stated.

Why are you here without representation today?

MR. LOPEZ:  I don't want you to think that I have

anything to hide.  I don't.  I'm not hiding anythin g.

I'm not hiding behind a lawyer.  I'm not hiding beh ind

anyone.  I just want to be a cop again.  I was a go od

cop.  And I am a good cop.  I did everything in my

17-year career.  I was good.  I was a horrible

"Chippie."  I worked at night for probably 12 out o f the

16 years, 17 years that I worked.  But I was a damn  good

cop.  

So I don't have anything to hide.  That's why I

don't need a -- to hide behind a lawyer.  That's wh y I

did not bring any counsel with me today.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Anything else, Mr. Johnson?

MEMBER JOHNSON:  I'm done.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  Ms. Hatcher-Crawford?

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  I just have one more

thing.
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CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Sure.

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  Thank you for coming here

because we really appreciate you being here.

You always make the statement -- and I have heard

you twice say it, maybe more than twice -- that you  are

a nice asshole.  Excuse my --

MR. LOPEZ:  Yes.

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  -- words for saying it.

But what does that exactly mean?  Again -- and I'm

speaking from the community.  And I believe in comm unity

policing.  And if I run across an officer that is t hat,

I may have a problem.  So could you kind of expound  on

that?

MR. LOPEZ:  So I -- the reason I say that I'm a

nice asshole is because you get what you give.  If you

are nice to me, I will be nice.  I was told a long time

ago, in the beginning of my career, to do the job l ike

your family is standing over your shoulder.  And if

somebody is being nice and somebody is being respec tful,

that's exactly what you get.

If somebody is trying to be an A-hole back to you,

if somebody is just trying to chip on you and someb ody

is trying to -- sometimes you kill them with kindne ss,

but sometimes you got to treat them the way they ar e

treating you.
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And I can't tell you how many times in -- I have an

old partner that still complains to this day how he

would say "please" and "thank you" and I would tell

people to shut their fucking mouth.  And after that ,

they are like, okay, you are not messing around.

And I'm like, nope, we're not messing around.

We -- you did something wrong.  And if you want to try

to find a complaint, you can find a complaint.  If you

are going to be rude about it, I'm going to be rude

back.

That's why I tell people I am either the nicest

thing that you will ever meet in people's story or I'm

the worst thing you will ever meet in people's stor y.

And I believe both of those.  Because they got what  they

deserved accordingly.  So that's why I say I'm the

nicest asshole you will ever meet.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Is there anything else?

MEMBER PENA:  I have two.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Yes, Ms. Pena.

MEMBER PENA:  You said that you had had problems in

your marriage for a while.

MR. LOPEZ:  Correct.

MEMBER PENA:  How many years would you say you'd

had problems?

MR. LOPEZ:  Five or six, if not -- yeah.  Five or
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six years at least.

MEMBER PENA:  You also mentioned -- I think you

mentioned that -- well, you mentioned you were havi ng an

affair, and it wasn't your first time.

MR. LOPEZ:  Correct.

MEMBER PENA:  And so you had other -- another

affair earlier.

Did your wife know about that one?

MR. LOPEZ:  She did.

MEMBER PENA:  So I would imagine you probably had

arguments from time to time?

MR. LOPEZ:  Yes.  From time to time.  We were -- I

wouldn't say that we were that couple that argued e very

week or every -- every month even.  We would get in to

big arguments, like, once every six or seven months  and

then not talk to each other for 24 hours.  And then  the

next day, one of us would see who wanted to go to l unch.

I'm not one to hold grudges nor was she.

MEMBER PENA:  Would your wife -- when you would get

into arguments, would your wife ever be physical wi th

you?

MR. LOPEZ:  Yes.

MEMBER PENA:  And what -- what did that look like?

MR. LOPEZ:  There was one occasion, September 2019,

I believe.  We were in Vegas for the softball
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tournament.  She found messages on my phone that we re

sexual in nature.  And I had had a couple of drinks  so I

was kind of in the bathroom.  And she began kicking  me

in the stomach while I was on the ground.

And I didn't tell anybody because -- just a couple

of kicks.  I was an idiot.

And, unfortunately, it is not one of those things

where it's like, oh, my God, my wife beat me up.  Y ou

know what I mean?  So I didn't say anything.

She threw the first -- the first affair that I had

that she found out about when we were talking.  She

goes, "You haven't said no to any of this."

And I'm like, "No.  I had the affair."

She had the glass beer bottle in her hand and she

threw it at my face, and I was able to swipe it awa y

with my hand.  So, again, it didn't cause any arm.  It

didn't cut me, it didn't hurt me in any way.  But s he

threw a glass beer bottle at me.

I have only told my counselor and an old lawyer,

and that was the only person I have ever told about

that.  Well, now everybody knows.  But those are th e

only two true incidents that I can think of where s he

physically hit me.

MEMBER PENA:  Did she ever shove you or slap you?

MR. LOPEZ:  She did.  The -- the day that I asked
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her for the divorce, she -- we were at our friend's

cigar lounge.  She had tons of drinks.  She was wit h

another friend that kind of amped her up to the poi nt

where I could see it.

And I remember telling my buddy, and I'm like, I do

not want to go home.  This is going to be bad.

Completely quiet all the way home.  We get home,

and as soon as I park the car, she begins to yell a t me

to the point where I yell back.  And I'm like, you know

what?  There's no point to fighting like this.  I g et

out the car.  I go to open the garage door to go in side.

And she bum-rushes me, pushes me up against the fen ce we

have there.  In a defensive mode, I kind of just do

this.  She is so intoxicated that she literally fal ls on

the ground.

I went to help her up and she had her wallet and

she threw it at my face.  I caught it and I was lik e,

you know what?  You can stay on the ground.

I walked away, threw her wallet in the garage, and

then that's when we proceeded to argue and yell ins ide.

Several times, she got into my face and told me, "J ust

hit me, just hit me, just hit me."

And I'm like, what are you talking about?  I was

not intoxicated at the time.  

And that's the night I asked her for a divorce.
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And then that night, she goes, "Hey, what can we do

to fix this?"

I'm like, "Nothing.  It's over.  It's been too

long.  You are not happy.  I'm not happy.  We're do ne."

And that was a month leading up to this incident.

MEMBER PENA:  And so the next time that there was

anything physical was the night in question.

MR. LOPEZ:  Correct.

MEMBER PENA:  Did she -- that night that you don't

recall what happened, was she physical with you tha t

night?  Did she strike you at all?

MR. LOPEZ:  Not that I recall.  Not that I -- like

I said, we were out on Fremont Street.  And I remem ber

talking to some -- one of the people that was

performing.  And then that was the last thing I rem ember

until somebody was pounding on the door.

So anything that may have happened in between

there, the Uber ride, and whatever, there's -- ther e's

talks of a fight on Fremont Street.  But nothing th at I

recall.

MEMBER PENA:  Was she also intoxicated?

MR. LOPEZ:  She was.

MEMBER PENA:  Okay.  Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Anything else?

MEMBER CLAVO:  Yes.
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How tall is your wife?

MR. LOPEZ:  5'10", 5'11".

MEMBER CLAVO:  And how tall are you?

MR. LOPEZ:  6 feet.

MEMBER CLAVO:  Did you guys have an emotionally

verbally abusive relationship?

MR. LOPEZ:  No.  No.  It was just, like I said,

towards the --

MEMBER CLAVO:  Infrequent arguments.

MR. LOPEZ:  Infrequent arguments.  And like I said,

towards the end there, we were roommates.  We weren 't

even friends.  It sucked.

MEMBER CLAVO:  If you were investigating this case,

what would be your thought process?  And if you wer e

investigating yourself, what would you think?

MR. LOPEZ:  Old me?  And that's -- that's the

crappy part is from what I have learned from this.  Old

me, didn't care.  Not that I didn't care.  But like ,

okay, she's got bruising on her face.  You are clea rly

drunk.  You -- she said you did it and you don't

remember; you are clearly guilty.  Let's go to jail .

I will say this:  The DA did initially drop the

charges.  They said there were misdemeanors and the y

took me and in.  And Monday morning, when we went t o

court, they are like, hey, we're dropping the charg es,
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and they let me go.

Several days later, after my ex-wife and her lawyer

called the DA is when they decided to press charges  for

felonies.  So...

MEMBER CLAVO:  The old you would be like, yeah, you

did this.

MR. LOPEZ:  Oh, yeah.  100 percent.

MEMBER CLAVO:  Who is the new you?

MR. LOPEZ:  The new me seeing kind of like -- like,

hey, man, like, you didn't recall.  Like all these

things happened.  Kind of going on.  And I would sl ow

down, if that made sense.  I wouldn't rush to make a

decision.

So there was no -- and that was the other thing

that killed me, was there was all these witnesses a nd

all these people that called in that night that sai d it

was a -- something happened in the room.  But there 's

no -- there's no witness statements from those peop le in

this report at will.  Nobody went to go talk to any body.

Nobody said, hey, what did you hear?  What was goin g on?

Was it all her?  Could you hear him?  What happened ?

Nothing.

It was just, hey, there were multiple people who

called in, so we responded.  But nobody talked to a ny

witnesses.  That's the one thing I would have chang ed.
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I would have gone and talked to those witnesses.

MEMBER CLAVO:  Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Anything else?

Yes.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  So you are -- you are getting help

now.

MR. LOPEZ:  Correct.  I go every two weeks.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  We're getting ready to make a very

important decision about your life.  And it could b e

good, it could be bad.  And I'm saying that to say you

speak about that choice you made in Vegas that you

shouldn't have made.

Are you are mentally prepared for what can happen?

MR. LOPEZ:  Absolutely.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  Okay.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Yes.

MEMBER LARA:  All right.  So I just wanted to ask a

question based on your statement.

You -- you gave us a window into -- into you by

saying, "I'm the nicest asshole you will ever meet. "

The statement that -- so you kind of -- the

equivalent of that is you match energy.  Is that --  am

I -- am I kind of saying that correctly?

MR. LOPEZ:  Yes.  For -- for work me, yes.

MEMBER LARA:  Okay.  So -- and you said the stories
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may change and that your ex-wife's story has change d.  

But would your ex-wife's confrontation of you, with

your infidelity, which -- who is she going to get?  Is

she going to get the nice guy or she going to get t he

asshole?

MR. LOPEZ:  I don't know.  I wasn't -- well, I

don't want to say I wasn't there.  But I don't -- I

don't remember that night.  I don't know who she go t.

So -- and even if she did get the asshole, never

once did I raise a hand.  Never once did I -- I

screamed.  I'm a man.  I'm a human.  I'm emotional.   It

gets the best of me.  But never once did I charge h er.

Never once did I attack her.  Never once did I do

anything that would physically harm her.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  How do you -- how do you know

if you don't know?

MR. LOPEZ:  No.  I'm saying, up to that point,

never once in the 18 years we were together had I e ver

done any of that to her.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  But you don't know what you

did that night.  

MR. LOPEZ:  I do not.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  Anything else?

MEMBER JOHNSON:  Yes.  Me.

I'm sorry.  Lara.
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MEMBER LARA:  I'm finished.  Thank you.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  The -- the marriage has been

strained for, what, 14 years.

MR. LOPEZ:  We were married 14 -- sorry.  Yes.  For

14 years.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  And, you know, we're not talking

about one night, even though that is why we're here .

But the history of the relationship and her complai nts

didn't center on what happens that night.  It is

centered on what was going on prior to that night a nd,

of course, even earlier.  And she advocated consist ently

about yourself getting help.

But it doesn't appear that you recognize beyond the

first night of beating her up, that there was any o ther

issues that ever existed.

MR. LOPEZ:  There was issues.  I will -- I will say

that.  My infidelities were 100 percent issues.  My

attitude at times were issues.

You are getting the "CliffNotes" into our marriage

of the horrible times.  You are not seeing the grea t

times that were in there in between.  You are not s eeing

the vacations.  You are not seeing the years that I  told

her, "You don't have to work.  I got us."  And we w ere

happy.  And you are seeing all the good times that were

90 percent of it.  Nobody sees that.  We see the

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



   145
SWANK REPORTING INC.  (916) 390-7731

POSAAB Meeting, February 5, 2026

negative.

So my career, nobody saw, hey, Elliott drove an

hour because -- or two hours away because somebody

talked about killing themself, and he sat with them  all

night long.  I'm not saying hoorah me.  I'm saying you

don't hear that stuff.  You are hearing the bad stu ff.

You are hearing about one night.

So yes, was it a bad relationship towards the end

there?  Yes.  Was it always that way?  No.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Are there any other questions?

We're going to have to take a break for the reporte r,

which means that we're going to have to take ten mi nutes

and then come back and ask any other questions you have.

Does anybody else have any questions?  Do you -- do

you have a quick one?

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  It is a quick one.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  So in the statement --

and it's actually to the attorneys.  In the stateme nt

that was from his former wife, I noted that she had

stated that he has never previously acted like this

before.

Am I correct, for the record?

MR. BECHLER:  Yes.  That is correct.

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  Okay.  Thank you.
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CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  Is there anything else?

(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Do you want to go in private

and discuss this further?  Or do you -- is there a

motion now?

Let me just ask, is there anybody that wants to go

in private to discuss this?

MEMBER LARA:  I will go.

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  I do.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  Then what we're going

to do is we will come back at -- I don't know.  Pro bably

around five to 2:00, but it might be a little longe r.

We'll see.  When we come -- let me first ask for pu blic

comment before we go back.

Is there anyone in the public who would like to

address the Board at this time?

MS. JOHNSON:  Yes.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  Ms. Johnson.

Okay.  Sir, you can step away from the mike.  Thank

you.

MS. JOHNSON:  Beatrice Johnson.  I'm here as a

community person.  And I did not want to say anythi ng,

but I think I -- I just -- as a community person --  and

this is a police officer, Highway Patrol, but the j ob is

to protect and serve.
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There were some very disturbing things that I heard

is that "I give back what I get."  And in public

service, that's really not the best attitude, becau se

people say all kind of things to the police, and yo u are

supposed to just continue to do your job.  And if y ou

are going back and forth and you giving back what y ou

are getting, that, to me, is not good.

And the fact that, as a woman, if he's -- I can't

believe that he and his wife did not argue.  If you  are

consistently cheating, that doesn't make sense.

Because -- I haven't experienced that, but women do  not

just go along to get along with that.  There's a lo t of

emotions that go on.  I work with a lot of women.  I

don't believe that.

I don't believe that -- that -- I just don't

believe him, and I just wouldn't want him to be out  in

the community.

And the other thing is that people called in.  Why

would people call in if there was no raucous?  I do n't

feel that the wife could make enough raucous by her self,

beating herself up, for people to call in.

Also, if I'm correct, it was, like 4:00 and he was

arrested at 4:10.  And he was arrested not shortly

after.  I don't see how the wife could do all that

before the police come and he be arrested.
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And the other thing is that he said that he was

not -- not trying to be like a hoorah him, or rah-r ah

him.  But, yes, everything he said was about him.

And if he has been married to this woman a long

time, even if he did not do it, he showed no compas sion.

Because where -- is she mentally ill?  Why would sh e do

that?  As -- you know, even if she was in that stat e,

there was no compassion for her because if somebody  does

that to themselves, there should be some compassion

about, you know, well, if she did this.  And, you k now,

I feel bad if she did it or whatever.  There was no

compassion for her.  This testimony was all about,

yes, rah-rahing him.

And that's what I want to say.  I don't think that

he should continue to be an officer.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Thank you, Mrs. Johnson.

Is there any other public comment in the audience?

(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  How about remote?

(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  We'll now take a break

and be back somewhere around 2:00.  Yeah.  2:00.

(Time noted:  1:45 p.m.)

---o0o--- 

// 
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(Closed session was held: 

1:57 p.m. to 2:17 p.m.)

---o0o--- 

(Time noted:  2:25 p.m.)

---o0o--- 

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Let's start up.

Apparently there's someone online who would like to

make a public comment and looking forward to hearin g the

public comment.

MS. KRUEGER:  Okay.  Am I online?

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  You are on and we hear you.

This is Joyce Dudley.  Please go ahead.

MS. KRUEGER:  Thank you, Ms. Dudley.  

My name is Olivia Krueger (phonetic), and thank you

for taking the time to hear me.  I apologize for my

voice and potential cough.  I'm getting over the fl u.  

I appreciate the opportunity to speak.  I would

like to do so on behalf of Mr. Lopez.  I have known  him

since 2007.  We have been friends and continue to b e

friends.  

I would like to corroborate that this incident is

completely out of character for him.  Never once ha ve I

witnessed him to be violent to his wife.  I have kn own

them both since before they were married and after they

were married.  
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I had the opportunity to speak with his wife the

day after the incident occurred.  She was immediate ly

wanting to send me pictures of her injuries.  I ask ed

her if this had ever happened before and her respon se

was "never."  

She reached out to his captain, the local DA, other

officers, close friends, prior to his release from jail.

I asked why, and she said she was worried no one

would believe her.  I found that to be suspicious.  This

had made me consider this story possibly to be by

design, to eliminate him from continuing to be a pe ace

officer, for efforts to defame him, and take away h is

livelihood, his dreams, as to what appears to be re venge

by a woman scorned.  I have never witnessed her be

affectionate or loving towards him.  I have never a sked

why, because personal dynamics among married people  are

their own.

As a woman, a wife, a mother, and a friend, I

vehemently stand against domestic violence; somethi ng I

do not support.

There are many things that do not add up in this

scenario in my opinion, humbly.

For example, finding explicit photos and explicit

messages of a sexual nature and then getting into b ed,

that doesn't make sense to me.
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I would like to humbly ask you to give him the

opportunity to fight for his reinstatement of his P OST

certificate -- excuse me -- and present his entire side

of the story.

I hope you can find that he's a meaningful person

who wants to do good and correct his mistakes.  I c an

say that when he is stressed, sometimes he talks to o

much.  He is truthful to a fault.  His statement ab out

being a nice asshole is a result of that.  Pardon m y

language.

I believe that his police record reflects that, and

he has responded professionally and appropriately.  I

have always found him to be a genuinely good person .  He

tries to see the good in other people.  He is not

violent.  He is a gentle giant.

I wish I could add to how or why this happened, but

the truth is, I don't know.  And I appreciate your time

and consideration, ladies and gentleman.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  Thank you.

And just because you may not be familiar with the

process, this is part one of the process.  Then it goes

to the Commission.  He can go before an administrat ive

judge.  So it doesn't end here today.  I just wante d to

make sure you understood that.

And thank you for your call.
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Any other --

MS. KRUEGER:  Okay.  Thank you, ma'am.  I

appreciate that.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Yes.  Any other public

comments?

(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  So any more discussion?

Or is there a motion?

MEMBER JOHNSON:  I would like to make a motion.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  What is the motion?

MEMBER JOHNSON:  Decertification.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Is there a second?

MEMBER LARA:  I will second the motion.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  Any questions,

comments, abstentions?

(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  Would you take the roll

call, please.

MR. KNAPP:  Thank you, Chair.

Clavo.

MEMBER CLAVO:  Aye.

MR. KNAPP:  Clavo, aye.

Crawford.

MEMBER HATCHER-CRAWFORD:  No.

MR. KNAPP:  Crawford, nay.  

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



   153
SWANK REPORTING INC.  (916) 390-7731

POSAAB Meeting, February 5, 2026

Dudley.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Yes.

MR. KNAPP:  Dudley, aye.

Johnson.

MEMBER JOHNSON:  Aye.

MR. KNAPP:  Johnson, aye.

Lara.

MEMBER LARA:  Aye.

MR. KNAPP:  Lara, aye.

And Pena.

MEMBER PENA:  Aye.

MR. KNAPP:  Pena, aye.

That's five in favor.  Motion carries.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Okay.  Thank you.

At this time, I will now call upon Law Enforcement

Consultant Raymond -- let's see -- hang on.  Let me  make

sure I'm not lost here.  It's the same person?

MS. DEL MUGNAIO:  Yeah.

CHAIRPERSON DUDLEY:  Raymond Bechler, Professional

Conduct Northern, and Bryant Henley, Attorney IV, L egal

Records [sic] Bureau, to provide a report on

POST2403212, Richard Adams -- why does it say Ellio tt

Lopez? -- who, at the time of the events at issue i n the

case, was employed by the California Highway Patrol .

Okay.
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