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General Offense Information
Reported on: Dec-20-2019  (Fri.) 2354
Occurred on: Dec-20-2019  (Fri.) 2242
Approved on: Jan-22-2020  (Wed.)  by:   318  -  BROWN, M
Report submitted by: 430  -  RODRIGUEZ, JUAN (Non-active)
Org unit: PATROL
Address: 115 EL MEDIO ST
                Municipality: VENTURA County: VENTURA COUNTY
                District: 1   Beat: 1   Grid: 20 
Felony/Misdemeanor: MISDEMEANOR
Family violence: No

Offenses (Completed/Attempted)
Offense: # 1   5401-1   TRAFFIC- HIT & RUN- NO INJURY  -  COMPLETED
Location: Highway/Road/Alley/Street/Sidewalk
Offender suspected of using: NOT APPLICABLE (MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE)

 
Offense: # 2   4803-0   MAKE FALSE REPORT  -  COMPLETED
Location: Highway/Road/Alley/Street/Sidewalk
Offender suspected of using: NOT APPLICABLE (MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE)

 
Offense: # 3   5099-0   OBSTRUCT JUSTICE-OTHER OFFENSE  -  COMPLETED
Location: Highway/Road/Alley/Street/Sidewalk
Offender suspected of using: NOT APPLICABLE (MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE)

 



VENTURA POLICE DEPARTMENT
GENERAL OFFENSE HARDCOPY

PRA

GO# VE 2019-90723 5401-1 TRAFFIC- HIT & RUN- NO INJURY

Related Property Report(s)
Report Information

Property Report #: 2470
Property case status: SEIZED/EVIDENCE
Submitted on: Jan-20-2020  (Mon.)     by: CURTIS, DAVID
Related:
Offense: GO  VE  2019- 90723 
Related items: 1

Articles - Evidence
Status: SEIZED/EVIDENCE Tag #: VE2470- 1
Article: YDOCS- OTHER
Serial # 1: UNKNOWN OAN:
Description: ORIGINAL REPORTED 20002
Flags:  *e
Current Location: PR EL

Flags = d (disposed) x (x-reference) n (entered on NCIC) *e (evidence)
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Related Property Report(s)
Report Information

Property Report #: 2539
Property case status: SEIZED/EVIDENCE
Submitted on: Jan-22-2020  (Wed.)     by: CURTIS, DAVID
Related:
Offense: GO  VE  2019- 90723 
Related items: 1

Articles - Evidence
Status: SEIZED/EVIDENCE Tag #: VE2539- 1
Article: DC COMP- Data Processing Equipment
Serial # 1: UNKNOWN OAN:
Description: THUMB DRIVE OF CASES 20-2229 AND 19-90723
Flags:  *e
Current Location: PR ES

Flags = d (disposed) x (x-reference) n (entered on NCIC) *e (evidence)
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Related Image - NARRATIVE
Attachment Description: TRAFFIC COLLISION NARRATIVE (RODRIGUEZ)
Reference Number:
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Related Image - NARRATIVE
Attachment Description: CRIME NARRATIVE (CURTIS)
Reference Number:
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Related Image - OTHER AGENCY REPORTS
Attachment Description: NOTICE OF INCIDENT REPORT
Reference Number:
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Related Image - OTHER MISC. DOCUMENTS
Attachment Description: CHP 555
Reference Number:
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Related Image - OTHER MISC. DOCUMENTS
Attachment Description: TRAFFIC UNIT REPORT
Reference Number:
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SUMMARY

Call Number CP# VE 2019-90723 Date/In Time DEC-20-2019  23:54:14

Status C  - CLEARED Priority 4

Queue Type R How Received PHONE LINE - ADMIN OR OTHER

Initial Call Type HITRUN-PROP DAMAGE Final Call Type HITRUN-PROP DAMAGE

Call Taker 395  - VAZQUEZ, E Call Taker Desk COMM6

Initial Remarks HITRUN TO VPD VEH.

CALL TIMES

Received DEC-20-2019  23:54:14

Queued DEC-20-2019  23:54:52

Dispatched DEC-20-2019  23:55:07

Enroute DEC-20-2019  23:55:07

On Scene DEC-20-2019  23:55:07

Cleared DEC-21-2019  00:31:06

TOTALS

Units 2

Images 0 Entities 0

Remarks 0 Documents 0

INCIDENT LOCATION

Address 115 EL MEDIO ST
District 1  Beat 1  Grid 20 

CLEARANCE INFORMATION

Final Case Type HITRUN-PROP DAMAGE

Report Expected YES

How Cleared REPORT On Bolo N

Cleared By 430  - RODRIGUEZ, JUAN (NON-
ACTIVE)

Clearance Desk ID 1C2

Reporting Officer 1 430  - RODRIGUEZ, JUAN (NON-ACTIVE)

Clearance Remarks ***SUMM*** UNK DP VEH SIDESWIPED UNIT #275 WHILE IT WAS PARKED ON EL MEDIO ST.
UNIT SUSTAINED MINOR DAMAGE TO PASS SIDE

DISPATCH INFORMATION

Backup Unit 1C1 Type PA

Officer 1 489  - ROOT, GABRIELLE (NON-
ACTIVE)

Dispatched DEC-20-2019  23:55:07 Enroute DEC-20-2019  23:55:07

At Scene DEC-20-2019  23:55:07

Inservice DEC-21-2019  00:29:19

For P628      Printed On Apr-03-2024  (Wed.) Page 1 of 3
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Dispatch ID 395  - VAZQUEZ, E

 
Prime Unit 1C2 Type PA

Officer 1 430  - RODRIGUEZ, JUAN (NON-
ACTIVE)

Dispatched DEC-20-2019  23:55:21 Enroute DEC-20-2019  23:55:21

At Scene DEC-20-2019  23:55:21

Inservice DEC-21-2019  00:31:05

Dispatch ID 395  - VAZQUEZ, E

 

CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS

98 DEC-21-2019  00:29:19

489 1C1 AV

98 DEC-21-2019  00:31:05

430 1C2 AV

Call Update DEC-21-2019  00:31:06 1C2   430  - RODRIGUEZ, JUAN (NON-ACTIVE)

PRIME UNIT CHANGED:PRIME FOR VE19-90723 TO 1C2

UNIT/OFFICER DETAILS

Details DEC-20-2019  23:55:07 395  - VAZQUEZ, E

1C1 489 PA

115 EL MEDIO ST

Details DEC-20-2019  23:55:21 395  - VAZQUEZ, E

1C2 430 PA

115 EL MEDIO ST

Details DEC-21-2019  00:00:58 430  - RODRIGUEZ, JUAN (NON-ACTIVE)

1C2 430 PA

Details DEC-21-2019  00:29:19 489  - ROOT, GABRIELLE (NON-ACTIVE)

1C1 489 PA

Details DEC-21-2019  00:31:05 430  - RODRIGUEZ, JUAN (NON-ACTIVE)

1C2 430 PA

Details DEC-21-2019  00:31:06 430  - RODRIGUEZ, JUAN (NON-ACTIVE)

1C2 430 PA

CLEARED CASE VE90723 FOUNDED-Y REPORT-Y CLEARED BY-R FINAL-HITRUN BOLO-
STUDY FLAG- REM-***SUMM*** UNK DP VEH SIDESWIPED UNIT #275 WHILE IT WAS
PARKED ON EL MEDIO ST. UNIT SUSTAINED MINOR DAMAGE TO PASS SIDE

For P628      Printed On Apr-03-2024  (Wed.) Page 2 of 3
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*** END OF HARDCOPY ***
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SUMMARY

Call Number CP# VE 2020-2229 Date/In Time JAN-10-2020  08:27:29

Status C  - CLEARED Priority 3

Queue Type R How Received FIELD INITIATED

Initial Call Type TRAFFIC COLLISION NON-INJ Final Call Type TRAFFIC COLLISION NON-INJ

Call Taker P483  - WOLVERTON, J Call Taker Desk COMM5

Initial Remarks TC OCCD ON 12/20/19

CALL TIMES

Received JAN-10-2020  08:27:29

Queued JAN-10-2020  08:27:29

Dispatched JAN-10-2020  08:27:29

Enroute JAN-10-2020  08:27:29

On Scene JAN-10-2020  08:27:29

Cleared JAN-10-2020  08:30:38

TOTALS

Units 1

Images 0 Entities 0

Remarks 0 Documents 0

INCIDENT LOCATION

Address 101 EL MEDIO ST
District 1  Beat 1  Grid 20 

CLEARANCE INFORMATION

Final Case Type TRAFFIC COLLISION NON-INJ

Report Expected YES

How Cleared REPORT On Bolo N

Cleared By P483  - WOLVERTON, J Clearance Desk ID COMM5

Reporting Officer 1 423  - CURTIS, DAVID

DISPATCH INFORMATION

Prime Unit 2M Type M

Officer 1 423  - CURTIS, DAVID

Dispatched JAN-10-2020  08:27:29 Enroute JAN-10-2020  08:27:29

At Scene JAN-10-2020  08:27:29

Inservice JAN-10-2020  08:30:38

Dispatch ID P483  - WOLVERTON, J

 

For P628      Printed On Mar-28-2024  (Thu.) Page 1 of 3
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CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS

98 JAN-10-2020  08:30:38

423 2M AV

Call Update JAN-10-2020  08:30:38 COMM5   P483  - WOLVERTON, J

CALL WAS CLEARED:

Call Update JAN-10-2020  08:30:38 COMM5   P483  - WOLVERTON, J

REPORT FLAG:N TO:Y

Call Update JAN-10-2020  08:30:38 COMM5   P483  - WOLVERTON, J

REPORTING OFFICER:VE TO:VE423

Call Update JAN-10-2020  08:30:38 COMM5   P483  - WOLVERTON, J

REPORTING OFFICER2:VE TO:

Call Update JAN-10-2020  08:30:38 COMM5   P483  - WOLVERTON, J

CLEARED BY:CHANGED TO:R

UNIT/OFFICER DETAILS

Details JAN-10-2020  08:27:29 P483  - WOLVERTON, J

2M 423 M

101 EL MEDIO ST - TC OCCD ON 12/20/19

Details JAN-10-2020  08:30:38 P483  - WOLVERTON, J

2M 423 M

For P628      Printed On Mar-28-2024  (Thu.) Page 2 of 3
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*** END OF HARDCOPY ***
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    DATE: 01/16/20 

TO:  CASE FILE   
FROM:  Commander Ryan Weeks   

SUBJECT: 2019-INT-0005 – Officer Gabrielle Root 
 

■ SUSTAINED- ALLEGATIONS (1), (2), (3) 

□ NOT SUSTAINED 

□ EXONERATED 

□ UNFOUNDED  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
OFFICER GABRIELLE ROOT   DATE 
 
 
    
ASSISTANT CHIEF DARIN SCHINDLER   DATE 
 
 
           
CHIEF KEN CORNEY                          DATE 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 07/08/2020  

 
To:   Case file    
 
From:  Sergeant Sarah Starr   
 
Subject:  2019-INT-0005- Investigation 
 
 
On December 22, 2019 I was off-duty when I received a phone call from Commander 
Weeks informing me that we would be initiating an administrative investigation the 
following day.  He had received information that Officer Gabrielle Root had called 
Commander Brunk and admitted to making false statements about the position in which 
her patrol vehicle (unit #275) had been parked when it had sustained traffic collision 
damage on the night of December 20, 2019.  The collision had been reported as a hit 
and run and her statements had been incorporated into a police report (which I later 
learned had been authored by Officer JC Rodriguez).  She apparently expressed 
remorse, as well as concern about losing her job, because she had lied in a police 
report. 
 
On December 23, 2019 and December 30, 2019, I collected documents and evidence 
related to this investigation.  The items were as follows: 

1) Watch Commander’s Log for 12/20/2019 
2) Patrol Deployment Log for 12/20/2019 
3) Officer Radio Log (AKA “Unit History”) for Officer Root for 12/20/2019 
4) Call History for call number VE19-90723 
5) Prior Discipline Documents for Officer Root 
6) Traffic Collision Report 19-90723 
7) Body Worn Video footage for Officer Root for the entire shift starting 

12/20/2019 
 
On December 23, 2019 I interviewed Sergeant Munger regarding his entry into the 
Watch Commander’s Log and his knowledge of Officer Root’s initial statements.  I 
prepared a report documenting this interview. 
 
On December 31, 2019 I discovered that there were still no evidentiary photographs of 
the damage to patrol unit #275 submitted to evidence.com, though the Traffic Collision 
Report indicated that photographs had been taken.  I located patrol unit #275, which is a 
Ford Explorer.  On December 31, 2019 the vehicle was in service and was driven by 
Corporal Anthony Snow.  He met me in the Parking Lot of the Pacific View Mall and I 
photographed the damage on the right rear portion of unit #275.  I have included those 
photographs with this investigation.   



 
On December 31, 2019 and again on January 8, 2020, I accessed Ventura Police 
Department’s Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) data from December 20, 2019.  I 
searched for the Automatic Vehicle Location (AVL) information for “1C1” (Officer Root’s 
call sign on December 20th, 2019).  This system tracks the movements of the patrol 
vehicle and documents the times, speeds, and locations of the vehicle at a given time.  
The location information is plotted on a computerized map with small dots.  The speed 
of the vehicle and the time of the data collection is accessible by clicking the dot on the 
interactive map.   
 
I spoke to Ventura Police Department’s System Specialist, Matthew Moore, about the 
AVL data, how it is collected, and how accurate it may be.  He explained that the data is 
collected periodically and plotted on the map at intervals, determined by a computerized 
system which tracks movement.  If the vehicle does not move for a period of time, the 
system automatically collects data every so often.  All the data collected is plotted on 
the map and can be accessed through our CAD system.  He explained that when a 
vehicle is parked in one position for a period of time, several dots may appear on the 
map in that area as a cluster.  The dots in that area may make it seem as if the vehicle 
has moved slightly, but it is just the product of the AVL data collection, which is not 
exact and can make it seem as though the vehicle has moved slightly.  I also asked if it 
is possible to determine whether a vehicle is moving forward or in reverse when a data 
point is collected.  He did not believe the system would be able to determine that with 
accuracy.  I asked if it was possible to determine directionality, regarding the way the 
vehicle was facing while parked or while moving.  He thought that the system 
sometimes reports that information accurately, but at other times it is not reliable with 
regard to that type of data.  He did not feel that he could say with certainty that a vehicle 
was facing a specific direction by analyzing the CAD data.  Below are some of my 
findings. 
 
I focused my search on the time period 2241 and 2350, as it seemed this was the likely 
time period during which the damage to patrol unit #275 occurred.  The overall map for 
that time period is below. 
 



 
 
In analyzing the AVL data I found that Officer Root arrived on El Medio Street at 
2242:45 hours.  She went east on El Medio Street, indicated by two data collection 
points.  The first was at 2243:05 directly in front of 81 El Medio Street.  The second was 
at 2243:26 and was directly in front of 115 El Medio Street.  This was the furthest point 
east that she traveled before the next data point, which was 2244:48 hours and was 
directly in front of 101 El Medio Street.  At that point the speed of the vehicle stays at 
zero and appears to have been parked in that spot until 2327:47 when the vehicle 
moves west on El Medio Street and then southbound on Ventura Avenue and directly to 
the Ventura Police Department’s Westside Storefront. 
 
I created a PowerPoint slide show with screenshot images of the CAD map data and 
some labeling to illustrate my findings.  The PowerPoint is included with this 
investigation. 
 
On January 1, 2020 Commander Weeks contacted traffic investigations officers and 
requested a download of the Crash Data Retrieval (CDR) information from Ventura 
Police patrol unit #275.  This is commonly referred to as “Air Bag Module” information.  
There were no events recorded.  I obtained a copy of the download to be  included with 
this investigation. 
 
On January 6, 2020 I went to the Ventura Collision Center at 3680 Market Street in 
Ventura.  Ventura Police patrol unit #275 was parked in front of the business, as it had 
been taken there for an estimate of the cost of repairing the body damage.  I took 
measurements of the damage with a tape measure.  I also took photographs of the 
damage with the tape measure as a scale.  As I was there alone, I held the tape 
measure with one hand and took photographs with the other.  Because of this, the angle 
of each photograph is not necessarily ideal to depict the actual measurement I saw with 
the naked eye.  The measurements are as follows and are approximate.  The entire 
length of the damage was about 52 ¼ inches from where it started on the right, rear 
door to the rear portion of the right wheel well.  The lowest point of the damage was at 



the point closest to the front of the vehicle and was about 25” inches off the ground.  
The top line of damage running parallel to the bottom was about 29 7/8 inches from the 
ground.  The highest point of the damage was about 32” from the ground, just before 
the front of the right, rear wheel well.  The parallel damage below this was about 27 ¾ 
inches from the ground.  The width between the top and bottom lines of the damage 
was about 4 ¼ inches to 5 inches throughout the length of the damage to the door.  I 
included the photographs I took with this investigation. 
 
On January 7, 2020 I returned to Ventura Collision Center and spoke to the manager, 
Nick LaGrotta.  LaGrotta was the person who had inspected Ventura Police patrol unit 
#275 to give an estimate.  LaGrotta said he has worked in the autobody industry his 
entire life, but professionally for the last 15 years.  He estimated that he has inspected 
thousands of vehicles for body damage over the years.  I asked him what he thought 
had caused the damage to the patrol unit.  He initially replied, “not a car.”  He went on to 
explain that the damage appeared to have been made by a sharp, metal edge of some 
kind.  He said, “maybe a flatbed, but that would be lower.”  He could not be sure how 
the damage occurred but seemed to think it could have been caused by some sort of 
turning movement by either another vehicle (with a sharp, metal protrusion) trying to 
park next to the unit or by the unit turning against a sharp object.   
 
On January 7, 2020 I conducted a canvas of the area of the Starbuck’s located at 607 
E. Main Street in Ventura.  I did this because Officer Root (according to AVL data) had 
parked in the Starbuck’s parking lot just before responding to a vandalism call at 115 El 
Medio Street.  I was attempting to locate any possible video footage of her patrol vehicle 
at that time.  An employee, Charlie, at Starbuck’s informed me that they do not have 
any cameras that cover their parking lot.  I went to the Blender’s in the Grass store at 
607 E. Main Street Unit B and spoke to an employee, Kristine, who said the business 
does not have cameras.  The Jewelry Store at 607 E. Main Street Unit C was closed.  I 
did not see any exterior cameras at the business.  The Labyrinth Winery at 607 E. Main 
Street Unit D was closed.  I did not see any exterior cameras on the exterior of the 
business.  I spoke to an employee at Subzero Ice-cream shop at 607 E. Main Street 
Unit E.  She told me that the business has cameras inside, but none outside.  I noticed 
that there was a green, plastic dome above the rear door of the business, which 
resembled a camera dome and I asked her about it.  She said that the device is an 
“oxygen sensor” used as a safety precaution because the business uses Nitrogen to 
make its Ice-Cream.  The sensor is supposed to detect any possible leak of Nitrogen.  
There were no cameras on the exterior of any part of the building at 607 E. Main Street. 
 
I then went to “theTradeDesk” at 42 N. Chestnut Street.  This building borders the north 
side of the Starbuck’s parking lot.  I spoke to the facilities coordinator, Aaron   He 
was not sure if they had cameras on that side of the business, but later emailed me and 
said that he checked and there are no cameras that cover the Starbuck’s parking lot. 
 
There is a door on the west side of Chestnut Street, directly across from the Starbuck’s 
parking lot.  This is an exit door from the inside of the Century 10 theatre located at 555 
E. Main Street.  There is a sign on the door indicating that security cameras are present, 
however I saw none.  I went to the theatre and spoke to the manager, Chris   He 
said there are no exterior cameras on Chestnut Street.  They do have cameras inside 
the doors, but they do not have a view of outside.  I went to Dargan’s Irish Pub at 503 E. 



Main Street and spoke to an employee who was not sure about cameras.  She gave me 
the manager’s, Lynsey, phone number .  I later called Lynsey and she 
said there are no exterior cameras at the business. 
 
During the canvas, I was not able to locate any video footage for the parking lot of 
Starbuck’s. 
 
January 7, 2020, at about 1230 hours, I went to El Medio Street to attempt to locate any 
objects or vehicles that had sharp edges and could have struck, or been struck by, unit 
#275.  Upon arrival, I saw a large work truck with a damaged rear bumper in the 
driveway of 115 El Medio Street, which was the location of the vandalism call for service 
that Officer Root had responded to on December 20, 2019.  As I looked at the vehicle, I 
noticed  standing in the garage.   was the reporting party of the 
vandalism on December 20, 2019 and she had been there and spoken to Officer Root 
that night.  I asked  who the truck belonged to and if it had been parked in that 
location the night she filed the vandalism report.   said the truck belonged to her, 
but it had been parked in the grass, completely off the driveway, on the night of the 
vandalism call.  I asked her if Officer Root had driven into her driveway at any point 
during the call.   said Root had not driven into the driveway at all.   thought 
Officer Root parked on the street, west of 115 El Medio, which she indicated by 
pointing.  I asked her to be more specific.   pointed to a black car that was parked 
on the north curb line of El Medio Street, just west of the driveway of 101 El Medio 
Street.  She said Root had been parked in that location, facing the correct direction 
(west) on the street.   thought Root had been confused about the location of the 
call and had thought it was closer to 101 El Medio, so  called out to Root to let her 
know the call location.   gave me her phone number for future contact 

 
 
I then walked to the area in front of 101 El Medio Street and saw a champagne-colored 
GMC pickup truck, license plate  parked on the north curb line of El Medio 
Street, directly east of the driveway of 101 El Medio Street.  The truck caught my 
attention because it had a steel front bumper that had sharp edges.  The bumper 
appeared to be custom made and very sturdy.  I took notice of the width of the bumper 
and thought it looked consistent with the width of the damage to patrol unit #275.  I then 
measured the width of the bumper at the left, front corner, which was the edge that 
stuck out into the street.  The width of the bumper at that location was about 5-inches.  
This was consistent with the damage to patrol unit #275 and I suspected that the truck 
could be the object that unit #275 had come into contact with on December 20, 2019.   
 
I spoke to a resident who came out of 101 El Medio Street, 

  He said the truck belonged to the people who live at 105 El Medio Street, which 
is the rear unit on the same property as 101 El Medio Street.   installed cameras 
outside of his home about three days before January 7th, 2020.  He did not have 
cameras up on the night of December 20th, 2019 and he had not been home, as he 
works off-shore and was away.  He thought his wife may have been home on the 20th, 
but said she was not home at the time of our conversation. 
 
I then went to 105 El Medio and spoke to the resident, ).  

 said her boyfriend,  owns the GMC truck in 



question.  He was working at the time of our conversation.   had no specific 
memory as to the whether the truck had been parked in that spot on the night of 
December 20, 2019.  She said it was possible, because they park it there often, but she 
could not be sure.  She looked at the bumper and did not notice any substantial damage 
to it.  She said, “you couldn’t hurt it,” referring to the bumper. She said  is a welder 
and had made the bumper himself.   did not see the police response on December 
20, 2019. 
 
I called Commander Weeks and told him about my findings.  Commander Weeks then 
initiated an investigation by Ventura Police Department’s Traffic Unit.  Officer David 
Curtis was assigned to the investigation.  At the conclusion of his investigation, I 
believed that Officer Root likely struck the pickup while backing out of the driveway of 
101 El Medio Street.  See his report for further details. 
 
On January 8, 2020 at about 1150 hours, I went to El Medio Street to conduct a 
neighborhood canvas for video.  I checked all residences that had any possible view of 
the area of 101 El Medio Street.  The results of the canvas are as follows: 
 
 121 El Medio Street – This is a vacant residence with a lock box on the door. 
 

123 El Medio Street – I spoke to the resident, , who said he 
does not have video cameras and does not believe anyone in the complex has 
them outside.  His phone number is - -  
 
137 El Medio Street – There was no answer at the door.  I saw no visible exterior 
cameras. 
 
132 and 136 El Medio Street – This is a duplex.  There was no answer at either 
door.  There were no visible exterior cameras. 
 
122, 124, and 126 El Medio Street – I spoke to the resident at 122,  

 who is Spanish-speaking.  I spoke to her in the Spanish language.  
She said she does not have exterior cameras and is certain that the neighbors at 
124 and 126 do not have cameras either.  Her phone number is  
 
112 El Medio Street – There was no answer at the door and there were no visible 
exterior cameras.   
 
106 El Medio Street – This is the rear house of 102 El Medio Street.  There was 
no answer at the door.  I saw a device on the garage that resembled a camera 
but looked more like a light fixture.   
 
102 El Medio Street – I spoke to the resident, , in the Spanish 
language.  He said he does not have cameras outside and neither do his 
neighbors at 106.  I asked about the device over the garage.  He said it is a 
solar-powered light.  He is certain there are no cameras.   phone number 
is  
 



90 El Medio Street – I spoke to the resident, , in the Spanish 
language.  She said she does not have exterior cameras. 
 
94 El Medio Street – This residence is down a long driveway to the rear of 90 El 
Medio Street.  There was no answer at the door.  I did see a video camera 
mounted on the garage.  The camera pointed at a downward angle, as if to cover 
the area on the garage itself.  I stood at the garage and looked toward the street.  
I was unable to see the driveway of 101 El Medio Street, as the view is blocked 
by the front house at 102 El Medio Street. 
 
80 El Medio Street – I spoke to the resident, , in the Spanish 
Language.  She said she does not have exterior video cameras.  Her phone 
number is  
 
81 El Medio Street – There was no answer at the door.  I did not see any exterior 
video cameras. 
 
82 El Medio Street – There was no answer at the door, and I did not see any 
exterior video cameras. 
 
85 El Medio Street – I spoke to the resident, , who said she does not 
have exterior cameras.  Her phone number is . 
 
89 El Medio Street – I spoke to the resident, , she said that she 
does not have any exterior video cameras.  Her phone number is  
 
93 El Medio Street  – There was no answer at the door.  I did not see any 
exterior cameras. 
 
95 El Medio Street – I spoke to the resident, , who said she does 
not have video cameras.  She is also familiar with her neighbor at 93 El Medio 
and did not believe there were cameras at that residence either.  
 
I returned to 101 El Medio Street and spoke to the resident,  
said they had installed exterior cameras only about 3 days earlier.  They did not 
have them on the night of December 20, 2019.    I asked  if she had been 
home on the evening of December 20th.  She said she was home but had not 
seen the police response that night because she would have been asleep.  She 
does have cameras inside the house, but she closes the blinds after dark, so 
there would be no view of the street at night.  I then asked  if she recalled 
whether the GMC pickup belonging to  and  had been parked on the 
street, just east of her driveway on the night of December 20th.   is certain 
that the truck was parked there that night because she and the kids had a 
“snowball fight” the next morning and she recalls that the snowballs struck the 
truck a couple of times.  She remembers the truck being parked there for over a 
week.   and other neighbors take notice of where vehicles are parked 
because there is a parking shortage in the area and they typically take street 
parking spaces whenever they are available.   
 



105 El Medio Street – I spoke to  again and confirmed that she 
does not have any exterior cameras.  She was not outside on December 20th and 
did not see the police response. 
 
While is was speaking to  she told me she knew the previous residents of 
112 El Medio Street, who were moving out on the night of December 20th and 
may have seen something.  She was not willing to give me their phone number 
but called them from her phone and allowed me to speak to a male, who 
identified himself as .   said that he and his family were in the 
process of moving out on the night of December 20th.  At some point he noticed 
that there was a police car parked across the street.  He had not seen that police 
car arrive, but later saw two police cars come back.  He spoke to the officers and 
learned that a patrol car had been struck   never saw a collision.   
gave me his phone number, which is  
 
119 El Medio Street – There was no answer at the door, and I did not see any 
exterior cameras. 
 

The neighborhood canvas did not yield any video footage of the incident. 
 
On January 8, 2020, Commander Weeks and I interviewed Officer Juan “JC” Rodriguez 
about this incident.  During the interview he said he believed he used his body-worn 
video recorder during his hit-and-run investigation on El Medio Street (19-90723).  I 
searched on evidence.com for any video footage he may have recorded.  I discovered 
that none existed.  The time of the hit-and-run call was December 20, 2019 at 2354 
hours.  Officer Rodriguez made a video recording on December 20, 2019 at 2136 hours 
on an unrelated call for service.  The next recording he made was on December 21, 
2019 at 0035 hours when he made a traffic stop that was unrelated to the hit-and-run.  
There were no recordings during the time he was on the hit-and-run call. 
 
On January 15, 2020 I emailed Police Services Officer, Sara MacDonald, and asked her 
to locate any calls or radio broadcasts that initiated the call for service for the hit-and-
run related to call/report number 19-90723.  On January 17, 2020 I received a response 
email from MacDonald indicating that there had been no radio broadcast to initiate the 
call, but there was a phone call into the Ventura Police Command Center.  MacDonald 
attached an audio file of the phone call to the email.  I have included a copy of that 
audio with this investigation.  I listened to the call and found the following: 
 
The recorded time stamp on the audio file is December 20, 2019 at 2350:58 hours.  
Officer Root calls into the Command Center, identifies herself as “Root,” and asks to 
speak with the “Comm Corporal,” which is the Corporal assigned as the supervisor of 
the Command Center.  When the dispatcher informs her that the Comm Corporal is on 
another call, she asks to be put on a call for service and tells the dispatcher, “someone 
TC’d into my car while I was parked on El Medio and I didn’t check it until I was here at 
the Westside.”  The term “TC” is commonly used to refer to traffic collisions.  When the 
dispatcher asks her if she can handle another call before being put on a call regarding 
the traffic collision, she asks that he call her sergeant and says, “someone hit my patrol 
unit.”  Officer Root is then transferred to Corporal Vazquez, who was the Comm 
Corporal that night.   



Corporal Vazquez asks her if it’s a hit-and-run.  Root replies, “yeah.”  He asks if there is 
any suspect information.  Root says there is not, but that she is going to go “drive up 
and down” to check.  She said, “I mean, if you are dumb enough to hit a cop car, I don’t 
think you’ll park on that street.” 
 
During her conversation with Vazquez, Root jokingly says, “Why does God hate me?”   
Later in the conversation she sounds to be jokingly frustrated when she says, “God!  
Who does this happen to?  This doesn’t happen to anyone but me.  Who does this?”  
Corporal Vazquez jokes and tells her that she was probably not parked close to the 
curb.  Root replies, “I’m not gonna lie.  I told JC, the reason I’m freaking out is because I 
was parked facing the wrong way…that’s why it’s my passenger side, because I was 
parked facing the wrong way on the street.  El Medio is a narrow street.”  They end the 
call shortly after that. 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 01/13/20

  

 
To:   Case file    
 
From:  Sergeant Sarah Starr   
 
Subject:  2019-INT-005 - Interview of  
 
 
On January 9, 2020 at about 1500 hours I went to 115 El Medio Street in Ventura to 
interview    I had a brief conversation with her on January 7th and Officer 
Curtis spoke to her during his investigation.  Based on the two brief contacts we had with 
her, there was some confusion as to what she had seen on the night in question.  My 
intention for the interview on January 9th was specifically to clarify exactly what she had 
seen on December 20, 2019.  I recorded our interview and have included a copy with this 
report.  This interview took place in the driveway of 115 El Medio Street and on the 
sidewalk between 115 and 101 El Medio Street.  The following is a summary of our 
conversation. 
 
On the night of December 20, 2019,  had been backing her van out of her garage 
at 115 El Medio Street when one of her neighbors pointed out to her that her tire was flat.  
She left the van parked in front of the garage and saw that she had a flat tire.  She then 
also noticed that the tires were flat on another of her vehicles that was parked in the 
driveway.  She called the police to report the slashed tires and was told it would take 
about 30 minutes for an officer to respond.   
 

 was waiting in her garage area for an officer to arrive.  The driveway of  
garage has a view of the street, but her garage is down the long driveway and has no 
view of anywhere west of driveway.  At some point,  walked down the driveway to 
the sidewalk and saw that an Officer (Officer Root) had arrived and parked in front of 101 
El Medio Street, facing west, along the north curb line of El Medio Street.  The patrol car 
was partially blocking the driveway of 101 El Medio Street.   had not heard any 
strange sounds or a sound of a traffic collision as Officer Root was arriving.  She never 
got close enough to the patrol car to see whether it had collision damage.   was sure 
that Officer Root had not driven east of 115 El Medio Street because  was waiting 
outside and could see the street.  She thought she would have seen the patrol car if it 
had driven past or driven into her driveway.   
 
When  first saw the patrol car, it was already parked and was not in motion.   
saw that Officer Root was on the sidewalk, north of the parked patrol unit.  She had 
something in her hand,  could not remember exactly what the item was, but thought 



it might have been papers or a notepad.   called out to Officer Root, something to 
the effect of “over here,” because she thought Root was mistakenly headed to 101 El 
Medio Street.   had assumed that the responding officer would pull into her driveway, 
at , to respond to the call.  Since Root had parked further away,  
thought Root had been confused as to the location of the call.  Once  called out to 
Root, they walked to the driveway of 115 El Medio Street for the vandalism report. 
 
At some point during the vandalism investigation, possibly about ten minutes into  
conversation with Officer Root, Root asked  “Did you hear that?”   replied that 
she had not heard anything, and she asked her husband if he had heard anything.  He 
also said he had not heard anything.  They had been in  open garage when Root 
asked this question.   was not sure what Root had been referring to, but thought it 
was about a “crash.”   thought that maybe someone had spoken to Root over the 
police radio about a crash because  had not heard anything.   
 
For the majority of the call for service, Root was in  driveway and garage area.  
Root inspected both vehicles and looked at the damaged tires.   recalls that Root 
went back to her patrol car, at least once, possibly to retrieve a phone.  Root simply said, 
“hold on, I’ll be back,” and then went to her car briefly before returning to finish her 
investigation.   
 

 recalls that there was a vehicle parked in the space between her driveway and the 
driveway of 101 El Medio Street (on the north curb line) on the night if this incident.  She 
could not be certain, but thought it was the GMC truck belonging to  
boyfriend (  works with  and knows her).   had no specific recollection as 
to which vehicle was parked there on the night of December 20th but recalls the GMC 
truck being there “for two weeks straight.”  She also said she recalls that it was trash day 
and there had been no room for the trash cans because of the vehicle being parked there.  
She was fairly certain it was the GMC truck that had been parked there. 
 

 had no further information to add. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

  
   Date: 01/08/2020 

To:   Officer Gabrielle Root 
 
From:  Commander Ryan Weeks 
 
 
I plan to interview you on Monday 01/13/2020 at 1000 hours in the Professional Standards 
Conference Room regarding an investigation about a potential policy violation. 
 
This interview is being conducted due to the allegation of violations of Ventura Police 
Department Manual sections: 
 
340.3.5 (p) Performance – Failure to disclose or misrepresenting material facts, or the making 
of any false or misleading statement on any application, examination form, or other official 
document, report or form or during the course of any work-related investigation. 
 
340.3.5 (z) Performance – Violating any misdemeanor or felony statute. 
 
340.3.5 (ad) Performance - Giving false or misleading statements, or misrepresenting or 
omitting material information to a supervisor, or other person in a position of authority, in 
connection with any investigation or in the reporting of any department-related business. 
 
These allegations are stemming from the damage to your patrol vehicle (#275) that you 
reported on 12/20/2019.  This will be a follow up to the interview conducted on 01/06/2020. 
 
You have the right to have a representative of your choice present during the interview.  
 
You have the right to make your own tape recording of this interview.  At the end of the 
investigation you may be furnished with a copy of all documents, as well as all recordings 
concerning this investigation that you are entitled to receive, if you so desire. 



 
 
 
 
 

  
   Date: 01/01/2020 

To:   Officer Gabrielle Root 
 
From:  Commander Ryan Weeks 
 
 
I plan to interview you on Monday 01/06/2020 at 1000 hours in the Professional Standards 
Conference Room regarding an investigation about a potential policy violation. 
 
This interview is being conducted due to the allegation of violations of Ventura Police 
Department Manual sections: 
 
340.3.5 (p) Performance – Failure to disclose or misrepresenting material facts, or the making 
of any false or misleading statement on any application, examination form, or other official 
document, report or form or during the course of any work-related investigation. 
 
340.3.5 (ad) Performance - Giving false or misleading statements, or misrepresenting or 
omitting material information to a supervisor, or other person in a position of authority, in 
connection with any investigation or in the reporting of any department-related business. 
 
These allegations are stemming from the damage to your patrol vehicle (#275) that you 
reported on 12/20/2019. 
 
You have the right to have a representative of your choice present during the interview.  
 
You have the right to make your own tape recording of this interview.  At the end of the 
investigation you may be furnished with a copy of all documents, as well as all recordings 
concerning this investigation that you are entitled to receive, if you so desire. 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 01/06/2020 

 
To:  Case File   
 
From: Commander Ryan Weeks    
 
Subject: 2019-INT-0005- Officer Gabrielle Root 
 

 
Opinions and Conclusions: 
 
 
Summary of Allegations 
 
Allegation #1: Violation of Department Manual Section 340.3.5 (p) 
PERFORMANCE - Failure to disclose or misrepresenting material facts, or the making 
of any false or misleading statement on any application, examination form, or other 
official document, report or form or during the course of any work-related investigation. 
 
Finding: Sustained 
 
The facts that support a Sustained allegation are as follows: 
 
On December 20, 2019, Officer Root initiated the investigation of a hit-and-run traffic 
collision to her patrol unit #275 by calling her partner, Officer JC Rodriguez, and asking 
him to complete a traffic collision report for the hit-and-run.  Officer Rodriguez 
conducted the investigation, took a statement from Officer Root, and authored a traffic 
collision report (19-90723).  
 
Based on statements given by Officer Rodriguez and Officer Root, during the traffic 
collision investigation, Officer Root told Rodriguez her vehicle had been parked on the 
north curb line of El Medio Street, facing east, while she was on a call for service in that 
area.  She told him she had noticed the collision damage to the vehicle sometime after 
the call and believed it must have happened during the time she was parked facing the 
wrong direction on the street during that call.  Officer Rodriguez included Root’s 
statements in his traffic collision report. 
  
On December 22, 2019, during a phone call to Commander Brunk, and in two 
interviews with Commander Weeks and Sergeant Starr (on January 6, 2020 and 
January 10, 2020), Officer Root admitted that she gave officer Rodriguez false 
information during the hit-and-run collision investigation.  Officer Root said that she had 
not been parked facing east when she was on the call for service on El Medio Street, 



but she had been parked facing west on the north curb line.  She admitted to falsely 
reporting the position her vehicle had been parked because she knew the vehicle could 
not have sustained collision damage on the passenger side while it was parked facing 
west (the correct direction).  She said she made the false statements because she 
feared she would not have been believed if she said she did not know how the damage 
occurred.  
 
Officer Root, by her own admission, deliberately misrepresented material facts and 
made a false statement to an officer completing an official police report and conducting 
an official investigation. 
 
In addition to Root’s own admission, a witness,   observed Root park her 
patrol unit along the north curb line facing west.  This is in direct conflict with the 
statement that Root initially gave Sgt. Munger and Officer Rodriguez.   
 
These actions violated section 340.3.5 (p) of the Police Department Manual. 
 
 
Allegation   #2:     Violation of Department Manual Section 340.3.5 (ad) 
PERFORMANCE - Giving false or misleading statements, or misrepresenting or 
omitting material information to a supervisor, or other person in a position of authority, in 
connection with any investigation or in the reporting of any department-related business. 
 
Finding: Sustained 
 
The facts that support a Sustained allegation are as follows: 
 
On December 20, 2019, Officer Root called Sergeant Munger to report damage to her 
patrol vehicle.  Based on statements by Officer Root and Sergeant Munger, Officer Root 
told Sergeant Munger her patrol unit had sustained the damage during a hit-and-run 
collision.  She told him her vehicle had been parked facing the wrong direction during a 
call for service on El Medio Street and must have sustained the damage during that 
time. 
 
On December 22, 2019, during a phone call to Commander Brunk, and in two 
interviews with Commander Weeks and Sergeant Starr (on January 6, 2020 and 
January 10, 2020), Officer Root admitted that she lied to Sergeant Munger about the 
position her vehicle had been parked on El Medio Street.  Officer Root said that she had 
not been parked facing the wrong direction but was parked on the north curb line of El 
Medio Street, facing west, the correct direction.  She admitted lying about the position 
her vehicle had been parked because she knew the vehicle could not have sustained 
collision damage on the passenger side while it was parked facing the correct direction 
on the street.  She said she made the false statements because she feared she would 
not have been believed if she said she did not know how the damage occurred.  
 
Officer Root, by her own admission, deliberately gave a false statement to her 
immediate supervisor regarding department related business.   
 
These actions violated section 340.3.5 (ad) of the Police Department Manual. 



 
Allegation   #3:     Violation of Department Manual Section 340.3.5 (z) 
PERFORMANCE – Violating any misdemeanor or felony statute. 
 
Finding: Sustained 
 
The facts that support a Sustained allegation are as follows: 
 
On December 20, 2019, Officer Root called Sergeant Munger to inform him that she 
had discovered traffic collision damage on her patrol vehicle.  Based on Sergeant 
Munger’s statement, Officer Root told him that she had been parked facing the wrong 
direction on El Medio Street during a call for service.  She left the call, went to the 
Ventura Police Department’s Westside Storefront and went inside.  Upon exiting the 
storefront, she noticed traffic collision damage on her vehicle.  She told Munger that a 
vehicle must have struck her patrol unit while it was was parked on El Medio Street.  
Sergeant Munger asked her if she had struck anything with her vehicle.  She said she 
did not and she never indicated that it was at all possible that she may have struck 
something with her vehicle.  Sergeant Munger told her to have another officer take a 
traffic collision report for the hit-and-run. 
 
Officer Root initiated the investigation of a hit-and-run traffic collision to her patrol unit 
by calling her partner, Officer JC Rodriguez, and asking him to complete a traffic 
collision report for the hit-and-run.  Officer Rodriguez conducted the investigation, took a 
statement from Officer Root, and authored a traffic collision report (19-90723).  
 
Based on statements given by Officer Rodriguez, Officer Root told Rodriguez her 
vehicle had been parked on the north curb line of El Medio Street, facing east, while she 
was on a call for service in that area.  She said she had left the call and drove to the 
Ventura Police Department’s Westside Storefront.  When she exited the storefront, she 
noticed traffic collision damage on the passenger side of her patrol vehicle.  She said 
this was the first time she had noticed the damage but that it must have happened when 
she was parked facing the wrong direction on El Medio Street.  Officer Rodriguez 
included Root’s statements in his traffic collision report.  At no time during the 
investigation did Officer Root inform Rodriguez that it was possible she had caused the 
damage to the vehicle. 
 
On December 22, 2019, Officer Root called Commander Brunk and told him her 
conscience was bothering her because she had given false statements to Sergeant 
Munger and Officer Rodriguez about her vehicle being parked the wrong way on the 
street during her call for service.  She admitted to Brunk that she had actually been 
parked the correct direction on the street but had returned to her vehicle after the call 
and noticed the damage on the passenger side of the vehicle.  She told Brunk she 
“freaked out” upon noticing the damage because she had not noticed it earlier.  She 
then made the false statements to Sergeant Munger and Officer Rodriguez because 
she feared nobody would believe her if she admitted the vehicle had been parked the 
correct direction while claiming to not know how the damage had occurred.  During 
Root’s conversation with Brunk he asked her if she had been involved in a traffic 
collision.  She said she had not been.   
 



On January 6, 2020, Sergeant Starr and I interviewed Officer Root regarding this 
investigation.  During this interview she said she had responded to a call at 115 El 
Medio Street and had parked along the north curb line of El Medio Street facing west.  
As she arrived, she recalled having to make a three-point turn and having to maneuver 
to avoid other vehicles passing her, as there was not a lot of room on the street.  At 
some point, early in the call for service, she saw the passenger side of her vehicle and 
noticed the traffic collision damage.  Root looked at the damage and thought it was 
possible she had caused it, so she checked other vehicles nearby for damage but didn’t 
see any.  Root never heard or felt anything that would indicate she had collided with 
anything while driving.  She finished her call for service and then drove to the Westside 
Storefront.  Root said when she arrived there, she never entered the storefront.  She 
remained outside and made her calls to Sergeant Munger and Officer Rodriguez from 
outside the storefront.  Root admitted that she never told Sergeant Munger or Officer 
Rodriguez that it was possible she had caused the damage.   
 
On January 10, 2020, Sergeant Starr and I interviewed Officer Root again.  During this 
interview, Root admitted that the most logical explanation for the damage to her patrol 
vehicle was that she had caused it.  She maintained that she had not heard or felt the 
collision but said it must have happened on El Medio Street because if it had happened 
earlier, she would have noticed the damage.  Root admitted that she never told Officer 
Rodriguez she had performed a three-point turn because she knew that information was 
inconsistent with her statement about parking the wrong way on the street.  In her 
previous interview, Root had mentioned having to maneuver to avoid passing vehicles 
while on El Medio Street.  I asked her to clarify her direction of travel at the time other 
vehicles were driving past her.  Root said she had been driving westbound and the 
passing vehicles were traveling eastbound.  This indicates that the vehicles were driving 
on the driver’s side of Root’s vehicle at that time and could not have caused the 
damage to her vehicle.  During this interview, Root acknowledged that there was no 
possible way that a suspect vehicle could have struck her vehicle during a hit-and-run 
on El Medio Street.     
 
I showed Root pictures of a GMC pickup truck (license plate   She said she 
recognized the pickup and had seen it parked behind her patrol car on El Medio Street 
the night of the incident.  She checked the front bumper of the truck for damage and did 
not see any.   
 
Officer Curtis conducted a traffic collision investigation and compared the damage on 
the patrol vehicle to the bumper of the GMC pick up truck that had been parked behind 
Officer Root’s patrol car on the night of December 20, 2019.  At the conclusion of his 
investigation, he determined that the patrol unit sustained the damage while backing out 
of the driveway of 101 El Medio Street and striking the front bumper of the truck.  This 
conclusion is consistent with Root’s statement about having made a three-point turn in 
that area.   
 
Whether or not Root felt or heard the collision, it is clear from her actions, her 
statements, and the physical evidence that she knew or should have known that she 
had caused the damage to the patrol vehicle while driving.  She admitted the damage 
could not have occurred when her patrol vehicle was parked on El Medio Street, as the 
passenger side of the vehicle was parked along the curb and was not exposed to traffic.  



Root claims she did not believe she had caused the damage, but she had no 
reasonable explanation as to why she would fabricate a story about how she had been 
parked.  I believe Root lied to avoid anyone suspecting that she had caused the 
damage to the vehicle.   
 
The following is a list of facts and opinions that tend to show Root’s consciousness of 
guilt and disprove her statement that she did not know she collided with the pickup 
truck: 
 
 • Root lied to Sergeant Munger about the manner in which her car was parked 
• Root lied to Officer Rodriguez about the manner in which her car was parked 
• Root told Sergeant Munger she was at the Westside Storefront when she noticed 
 the damage.  She told us she was on El Medio when she noticed the damage 
• Root told Officer Rodriguez she was at the Westside Storefront when she noticed 
 the damage.  She told us she was on El Medio when she noticed the damage 
• Root conducted a three point turn directly in front of the truck that her car 
 conclusively collided with 
• Root looked at that truck, but didn’t see “damage”.  The front bumper of the truck 
 is a fabricated bumper made of solid steel panels welded together.   
• The angles and edges of the front bumper of the truck match up perfectly to the 
 damage on her vehicle 
• Root was responding to a cold vandalism call and there were no stressful events 
 occurring at the time she was arriving on El Medio 
• Upon parking, Root immediately went to the passenger side of her vehicle and 
 noticed damage, despite the fact that the damage is on a black door and wheel 
 well and it was dark outside 
• Root’s statement was that she went to the passenger side of her vehicle to get 
 forms, yet she continued to the RP’s residence without retrieving those forms 
• While speaking with the RP on her vandalism call she asked the RP if she heard 
 a collision, indicating that she knew or suspected that a collision occurred. 
• Despite believing that the collision occurred on El Medio, Root left El Medio and 
 drove to the Westside Storefront before calling Sergeant Munger 
• Despite admitting that she likely caused the damage to the vehicle, she never 
 mentioned to Officer Rodriguez that there was any chance she caused the 
 damage 
• Root admitted that a hit and run could not have occurred to her vehicle on El 
 Medio.  During the time she was not inside the vehicle, it was parked with the 
 passenger side facing the curb 
• Root admitted that it would be unreasonable for a person to say they didn’t feel 
 the type of damage that her vehicle sustained 
 
Root initiated the filing of a police report in which she falsely reported the damage as a 
hit-and-run collision committed by an unknown suspect.  Officer Rodriguez completed 
an official police report based on Root’s false statements.  I believe Root’s motive for 
filing the false report was to avoid discipline for being the driver in a traffic collision.  
Root’s filing of the false report is a violation of 148.5(a) PC – Making a False Report of a 
Crime.  148.5 (a) PC reads: Every person who reports to any peace officer listed in 
Section 830.1 or 830.2, or subdivision (a) of Section 830.33, the Attorney General, or a 
deputy attorney general, or a district attorney, or a deputy district attorney that a felony 



or misdemeanor has been committed, knowing the report to be false, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 
 
 
 
These actions violated section 340.3.5 (z) of the Police Department Manual. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 01/10/2020  

 
To:   Case file    
 
From:  Commander Ryan Weeks   
 
Subject:  2019-INT-0005- Root Interview #2 
 
 
On January 10, 2020 at about 1056 hours, Sgt. Starr and I conducted a follow up 
interview with Officer Root in the Professional Standards Conference Room.  Root was 
accompanied by her same attorney, Samantha Swanson, from the Adams Ferrone & 
Ferrone Law Firm.  I started the interview by explaining to Root that I would be the 
primary investigator and Sgt. Starr would be the secondary investigator.  I told her she 
was being interviewed as an accused employee and I explained that the nature of this 
investigation was the same as the first interview on 01/06/20. 
 
Due to the fact that the allegations include potential criminal acts, I advised Root of her 
Miranda Rights.  Root chose to invoke her Fifth Amendment rights and stated that she 
did not want to provide a voluntary statement.  I then read her the Lybarger admonition 
and she agreed to provide a statement only after the Lybarger admonition. 
 
Prior to asking a series of questions walking Root through her response and reporting of 
the damage to her car, I asked her if she needed to change any of her answers from the 
previous interview.  Root stated that she had been thinking about her previous interview 
since Wednesday, which is the day she was informed that she would be interviewed a 
second time.  She recalled in her first interview being asked if she felt anything or could 
have collided with something and she wanted to address that issue.   
 
She saw the damage while she was on El Medio and she knew at that point that it was 
the most logical conclusion that she probably hit something on El Medio.  She did not 
come forward with that information in her first interview because she did not feel 
anything and she did not believe she had collided with anything.   
 
I specifically asked Root why she believes she must have caused the damage to the 
vehicle, and why did she believe it happened on El Medio.  Root explained that if it 
happened earlier in the evening, she probably would have noticed it, or her beat partner 
likely would have noticed it.  Therefore, it likely occurred on El Medio.   
 
After Root made her statement about believing the damage occurred on El Medio, I 
asked her a series of questions regarding the night of 12/20/19 and she told us 
essentially the following: 



 
Root could not recall where she was when she received the call for service on El Medio.  
She did mention that sometimes she gets coffee before she responds to a cold report 
call and she may have gone for coffee prior to that call.  Root arrived on the call on El 
Medio by traveling eastbound from Ventura Avenue.  As she approached the driveway 
of the RP’s residence at 115 El Medio, she made a three point turn, traveled back 
westbound and parked along the north curb line.   
 
Root didn’t recall if she had her car stereo on as she was traveling on El Medio, and she 
didn’t recall if there was a lot of radio traffic on the police radio at that time.  She did not 
recall any significant police calls going on at that time that would have distracted her 
and did not recall if she was on her cell phone as she was arriving on El Medio.  She 
could not recall if her windows were up or down as she arrived, but she usually drives 
with her windows up unless it is a shots fired call or some other call where she needs to 
hear outside the car.  Root didn’t recall anything stressful going on during her arrival on 
El Medio, but she did indicate that it was difficult to see the addresses of the houses.   
 
The call for service on El Medio was a cold vandalism call.  If there was any indication 
that a suspect was on scene, she would not have gone for coffee prior to responding.   
 
I showed Root a satellite view of the 100 block of El Medio and asked her to show me 
where she conducted her three point turn and where she parked.  She indicated that 
she pulled into the area of the driveway of 115 El Medio to begin her three point turn 
and then backed out towards the east.  She then traveled west a short distance and 
parked in front of 101 El Medio.   
 
Root did not feel, hear, see, or sense anything that would indicate she may have struck 
something during her three point turn.  After parking, she got out of her vehicle and 
walked around the rear of her vehicle to the passenger side.  She believes that she 
went to the passenger side to get forms out from the passenger side of her car.  As she 
walked by the damage on her vehicle she noticed it, but couldn’t recall what brought her 
attention to it.  She was unable to recall the order in which she did some things, but she 
does remember pulling out her flashlight to look at the damage on her vehicle.  She also 
quickly looked around the immediate area of her car to see if she hit something.  She 
looked at the vehicle that was parked behind her, but she didn’t notice any damage to it.  
Root could not recall what the lighting was like on El Medio at that time of night.  She 
believed there might have been a street light in the area.     
 
As Root was looking around, the RP from her call hailed her to show her where to 
respond.  Root then walked towards the driveway of 115 El Medio and began talking 
with the RP.  Root did not retrieve her report forms from her vehicle prior to speaking 
with the RP, due to the fact that she was “frazzled” at that point after seeing the damage 
to her vehicle.   
 
Root had her body worn camera turned on while she spoke with the RP about the 
vandalism.  She couldn’t recall exactly then she turned the camera on, but she believed 
she turned the camera on when she walked over and began speaking with the RP.  
Root indicated that she turns her camera all the way off in between calls because she 
doesn’t like the light from the camera flashing in her face when it is in standby mode.   



After speaking with the RP for several minutes, Root returned to her patrol vehicle at 
least once and returned to the RP.  She believes that she looked at other vehicles in the 
area to see if there was damage to them.  She is unsure how many times she went to 
her vehicle.  She did recall returning to the RP at least one time after going to her 
vehicle.   
 
During one of her conversations with the RP, Root asked her if she heard anything as 
Root was parking or as she was arriving.  The RP stated that she did not hear anything.  
Root thought that it was a possibility that she struck something as she was arriving.  
She thought that it was a possibility based on the fact that there was damage to her 
vehicle and she didn’t notice the damage earlier.  Root then stated, “I know that 
something like that is something that you would have felt or have heard.” 
 
Root told Sergeant Munger and Officer Rodriguez that she was on El Medio when she 
noticed the damage to her vehicle.  She did not know why both Munger and Rodriguez 
would say that Root told them she was at the Westside Storefront when she noticed the 
damage.   
 
Root did not go inside the storefront after the call on El Medio and she did not tell 
Rodriguez or Munger that she noticed the damage after exiting the Westside Storefront.   
 
I asked Root why she didn’t stay on El Medio and report the damage to her supervisor.  
She indicated that she wasn’t thinking clearly at the time.  She knew that the damage 
most likely occurred on El Medio but there was a chance it hadn’t.  She had already 
looked for damage to other vehicles, but she didn’t find any, so she left.  Looking back, 
she believes it was the wrong decision to leave El Medio prior to calling Munger.  She 
had no specific reason for leaving the scene prior to reporting the damage.  She also 
indicated that there were several decisions she made that evening that were not the 
correct decisions.  
 
When Root returned to El Medio with Rodriguez, she looked for damage to other 
vehicles.  She specifically drove down further east on El Medio than Rodriguez did.  She 
indicated on the map in front of her that she drove to almost the east end of El Medio to 
look for damage.  When asked why she would check for damage to vehicles in the area 
of El Medio well east of where she conducted her three point turn, she stated that she 
was checking for damage on vehicles that may have possibly moved down the street 
since the collision.  Root did not mention to Rodriguez that she made a three point turn 
because that would not have made sense, since she had already lied and told him she 
was parked facing eastbound.  She also did not indicate to him in any way that she was 
worried she may have caused the damage to the vehicle.   
 
Sgt. Starr questioned Root about why she looked for damage to vehicles east of the 
location where she completed her three point turn.  During the questioning, Sgt. Starr 
confirmed with Root that she made a three point turn somewhere in the area of 101 or 
115 El Medio, and towards the completion of her turn, another vehicle was traveling 
eastbound on El Medio and Root had to allow that vehicle to pass by.  Sgt. Starr also 
confirmed with Root that she knew she had parked facing west on El Medio and that 
there was no possibility that a vehicle committed a hit and run on her vehicle.  Root 



stated, “yeah” and then answered Sgt. Starr’s question as to why she checked for 
vehicles east of her three point turn location.  
 
Root looked closely at the cars in the area where she conducted her three point turn.  
She did find vehicles on El Medio with damage, but none of the damage appeared fresh 
and nothing appeared to match up with the damage to her vehicle.    
 
I asked Root again why the three point turn comes to mind when she thinks about 
possibilities of when the damage could have occurred.  She said that the three point 
turn and her parking maneuver were the only times that she wasn’t driving straight on 
the roadway.  Additionally, there were other cars driving by as she was completing her 
three point turn and she had to let them go by.   
 
After looking at photos of the damage to her vehicle, Root stated that she believed it 
was a car that caused the damage to her vehicle.  To her, it looked like a white paint 
scratch. 
 
I asked Root if, based on the damage to her vehicle, it would be reasonable for a 
person to not feel the collision that caused that kind of damage.  She replied, “I’ve 
already said no.”  I also asked Root about a statement earlier in the interview when she 
stated, “how could I not feel this?”  She stated that the damage to her vehicle reminded 
her of the damage she caused to another vehicle while backing out of a parking space 
at the Westside Storefront in 2019.   
 
Root indicated that if she were investigating a hit and run and a person said they didn’t 
feel the collision that caused the same type of damage that her vehicle sustained, she 
probably would not believe that person.   
 
I showed Root some photos of a GMC pickup with a steel bumper.  Root immediately 
stated that she saw that truck parked directly behind her and she looked at that truck 
the night the damage occurred; however, she could not recall where that truck was in 
relation to her three point turn.  She also could not recall what was on the right rear 
corner of her vehicle as she was backing during her three point turn.  I asked Root if it 
was possible that she used the driveway of 101 El Medio rather than the driveway of 
115 El Medio to do her three point turn.  She believed that was possible, but that’s not 
how she remembered it.   
 
Root agreed that it appeared the shape of the bumper on the GMC pickup was 
consistent with the damage to her patrol unit.  She mentioned that on the night she was 
on El Medio, she didn’t notice damage to the bumper of the truck.  She then commented 
that there probably wouldn’t be damage to that bumper because it is steel.  Root agreed 
that it was possible that the damage to her vehicle was caused by colliding with the 
GMC pickup. 
 
Sgt. Starr asked Root if she suspected that she collided with the pickup.  Root indicated 
that after realizing the damage and seeing where she parked in proximity to the truck, 
she felt that it might have been likely that she collided with the truck, but there was no 
damage and she didn’t feel it.   
 



Root has not had any instances in the past where she reported something to a 
supervisor and they did not believe her.   
 
As Root was leaving the call on El Medio, in her mind it was more likely that she caused 
the damage to her vehicle rather than somebody else causing the damage.  She just 
didn’t know for sure, and she didn’t know where it happened.  She also knew that 
maybe that is how she should have reported the damage, but she didn’t.  Rather, she 
made no indication to Officer Rodriguez that she may possibly have caused the damage 
to her vehicle.   
 
Root indicated that she was pretty sure she caused the damage to the vehicle, so when 
she called Sgt. Munger and spoke to Officer Rodriguez, she made up the story about 
parking the wrong direction because she was afraid they would find out that she caused 
the damage.  She was afraid that she had possibly caused the damage to the vehicle.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 01/02/20  

 
To:   Case file    
 
From:  Sergeant Sarah Starr   
 
Subject:  2019-INT-0005 – Summary 
 
 
On December 22, 2019 Commander Brunk called Commander Weeks and informed 
him about a phone call he had received from Officer Gabrielle Root on that same date.  
Commander Brunk said that Root had called him and was very upset and crying.  She 
told Brunk that she made false statements during a report of a hit-and-run collision to 
her patrol vehicle that occurred during a call for service on the night of December 20, 
2019.  A police report had been taken and she was feeling remorse for having lied in the 
report.  Apparently, she told the reporting officer that she had parked on the north side 
of El Medio Street, facing east (the wrong-side of the street), when the hit-and-run had 
occurred.  She told Commander Brunk that she had lied about that fact and that she 
had actually parked on the correct side of the street but lied because she feared her 
sergeant would not believe her if she said she did not know how the damage happened.  
Root was calling Brunk to admit that she had lied in an official police report and 
expressed a fear of being fired. 
 
Commander Weeks began an administrative investigation into the conduct of Officer 
Root. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

















 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 01/16/2020  

 
To:   Case file    
 
From:  Commander Ryan Weeks   
 
Subject:  2019-INT-0005- Beacham Interview 
 
 
On January 16, 2020 at about 1558 hours, I interviewed Officer Beacham in my office.  I 
informed Beacham that she was not under investigation, but was being interviewed as a 
witness.   
 
I asked Beacham a series of questions and she told me essentially the following: 
 
Beacham was working C watch on patrol on Friday December 20, 2019.  She did not 
hear anything about a collision or damage to Officer Root’s vehicle until the end of their 
shift.  While she was in the report writing room, she heard somebody say something 
about a collision or a hit and run, but she heard no specifics.  She did not hear anything 
about how the collision may have occurred or how the vehicles were parked.   
 
Beacham did not talk to Root about the damage that evening nor has she talked to her 
since that evening about anything related to a collision or hit and run.   
 
 
Our interview concluded at 1601 hours. 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 01/07/2020  

 
To:   Case file    
 
From:  Commander Ryan Weeks   
 
Subject:  2019-INT-0005- Brunk Interview 
 
 
On January 7, 2020 at 1023 hours, Sergeant Starr and I interviewed Commander Brunk 
in my office.  I advised him, prior to starting my recording, that he was being interviewed 
as a witness to an investigation involving Officer Root and damage to her patrol vehicle. 
 
Commander Brunk told us essentially the following: 
 
On 12/22/19, he received a phone call from Officer Root.  Root asked if she could talk to 
him because she believed that she had “messed up”.  She was nervous and having a 
battle with her conscience.   Brunk asked her what happened and she told him that she 
gave inaccurate information to Officer Rodriguez about damage that had occurred to 
her vehicle.  More specifically, she indicated that she was returning to her patrol car 
after a call for service on “The Avenue” when she noticed damage to the passenger 
side of her patrol vehicle.  She “freaked out” about the damage because she had not 
noticed it previously.   
 
Root called Sergeant Munger and later spoke with Officer JC Rodriguez.  Brunk was not 
sure which exact statements she made to Munger and which were to Rodriguez, but 
she reported to one or both of them that she had had been parked the wrong way on 
the road during her call for service and had noticed the traffic collision damage when 
she returned to her car from the call.  The reason for her phone call to Brunk was 
because she had not actually been parked the wrong way on the street but had lied 
about that fact because she had not noticed the damage before, and she was afraid no 
one would believe her. 
 
Root claimed she drove up and down the street looking for cars she might have hit.  
She didn’t believe she had hit anything.  Brunk asked her if she had a collision earlier 
that night and she said she had not.  He asked if she had parked the wrong way on the 
road at any other point that day and she said she had.  Brunk told Root that he was 
going to have to tell me (Commander Weeks) about this and that she should wait for a 
phone call from me.   
 
Root called Brunk a second time on the week before January 7th, 2020.  She had been 
told she would be interviewed by me and she could have representation.  She asked 



him what his opinion was, and he said she should “find out if that’s appropriate” and if 
she needed to call an attorney to determine that then she should do so.  He told her he 
could not definitively answer her question. 
 
I asked why Brunk thought Root would have called him to report this, rather than 
someone else at the Police Department.  Brunk said Root has known him for a long 
time, since his children played basketball with her.  She worked (as a cadet) in the 
Traffic Unit when Brunk was a sergeant in that unit and Brunk was also available for 
Root to talk to while she was going through the hiring process to become an officer and 
as she went through the academy.  Brunk thought that Root called him to report this 
because she felt comfortable with him.  Root was scared about not knowing what would 
happen and her conscience was bothering her.  She felt she had to come forward 
because it had been “eating her up inside” since it happened.   
 
Brunk spoke to the other Watch Commanders at the Police Department to make them 
aware of the circumstances because Root was still working and he wanted them to 
watch and make sure she was ok.  At my request, he also told Sergeant Harbert (Root’s 
direct supervisor) about the circumstances so he could watch her performance.  Brunk 
followed up with Sergeant Harbert a couple of days later and asked if Root had said 
anything to him or if they had talked about it.  Harbert told Brunk that Root had not said 
anything to him and he had not discussed it with her at all.    
 
Brunk had nothing further to add. 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 01/16/2020  

 
To:   Case file    
 
From:  Commander Ryan Weeks   
 
Subject:  2019-INT-0005- Gutierrez Interview 
 
 
On January 16, 2020 at about 1003 hours, I interviewed Corporal Gutierrez in my office.  
I informed Gutierrez that he was not under investigation, but was being interviewed as a 
witness.   
 
I asked Gutierrez a series of questions and he told me essentially the following: 
 
Gutierrez was working patrol on the evening of December 20, 2019.  He is an FTO and 
was training Officer Phinney that evening.  He is a Corporal, so he was a city wide car 
and did not have a specific beat.  He did not hear about a collision involving Root, nor 
did he hear about damage to her vehicle.  He was unaware that Officer Rodriguez took 
a hit and run report for Root that evening.   
 
Gutierrez does not remember any conversations amongst the team regarding Root or 
damage to her vehicle.  He also has not heard about any collision or damage since that 
evening.   
 
Gutierrez had no other information about the damage or the collision. 
 
Our interview ended at 1006 hours. 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 01/16/2020  

 
To:   Case file    
 
From:  Commander Ryan Weeks   
 
Subject:  2019-INT-0005- Hume Interview 
 
 
On January 16, 2020 at about 0947 hours, I interviewed Officer Hume in my office.  I 
informed Hume that she was not under investigation, but was being interviewed as a 
witness.   
 
I asked Hume a series of questions and she told me essentially the following: 
 
Hume was working C watch on Friday December 20, 2019.  At the end of her shift, the 
team was in the report writing room and she heard that Officer Root was involved in a 
traffic collision.  People were teasing Root because she had been involved in other 
collisions earlier that same year.  As officers were talking about the collision, Root 
defended herself and stated that it wasn’t her fault.  Root indicated that a hit and run 
had occurred to her vehicle.   
 
Hume could not remember any other details about the conversation, except for the fact 
that she recalled somebody saying the Root had parked facing the wrong direction on 
the roadway.   
 
Hume did not have any individual conversations with Root and she has not spoken to 
her about her vehicle or the damage since that evening on December 20, 2019 when 
they were all talking in a group at the end of their shift.  At no time did Root indicate that 
she may have caused the damage to the patrol vehicle.   
 
Hume had no other information about the damage or the collision. 
 
Our interview ended at 0951 hours. 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 01/08/2020  

 
To:   Case file    
 
From:  Sergeant Sarah Starr  
 
Subject:  2019-INT-0005- Rodriguez Interview 
 
 
On January 8, 2020 at 1559 hours, Commander Weeks and I interviewed Officer Juan 
“JC” Rodriguez in Commander Weeks’ office.  Commander Weeks advised him, prior to 
starting his recording, that he was being interviewed as a witness to an investigation 
involving Officer Root and the damage to her patrol vehicle that she had reported to him 
on December 20, 2019. 
 
Officer Rodriguez told us essentially the following: 
 
Rodriguez was working C-watch (1730-0630) on the night of December 20, 2019.  He 
was assigned to beat 1, which is his normal beat assignment.  His partner that night 
was Officer Root.  At some point that night he got a phone call from Officer Root who 
asked him to meet her at the Westside Storefront (110 N. Olive Street), which he did.  
She explained that she had been taking a vandalism report on El Medio Street and had 
gone into the storefront to pick up some paperwork.  When she exited the storefront, 
she noticed damage to her car.  Root had called Rodriguez to have him take the traffic 
collision report.   
 
Rodriguez saw the damage to Root’s vehicle.  He initially recalled the damage being on 
the driver’s side of the vehicle but corrected himself and recalled that it was on the 
passenger side.  Rodriguez saw the damage and thought it could be from a “bumper or 
a pole maybe.”  The damage was about the full length of the rear quarter panel.  
Rodriguez has prior experience as a traffic officer.  When he saw the damage to the 
vehicle, he had a feeling that it may not be from a side-swipe from another vehicle but 
said it could be and he had no reason to believe that Officer Root was lying to him.  
Commander Weeks showed Rodriguez photographs that I took of the damage to unit 
#275.  Rodriguez confirmed that the damage in the photographs appeared to be the 
same damage that he saw on the vehicle that night. 
 
Root told Rodriguez that she had been parked along the north curb line of El Medio 
Street, facing east, a couple of houses west of where she had been taking the 
vandalism report.  Rodriguez went back to the scene at El Medio Street and asked Root 
to follow.  She showed him the general area where she had been parked at the time of 
the collision.  They searched the area for possible suspect vehicles.  There was one 



vehicle that looked like it had older traffic collision damage to it, and it did not appear to 
match the damage to Root’s patrol car.  They did not locate any suspect vehicles.  
Because of Rodriguez’s felling about the damage not being completely consistent with a 
side-swipe, he also checked the area for small pole and fences that might be damaged, 
but he did not locate any.  Rodriguez checked El Medio Street from the location where 
Root said she was parked to Ventura Avenue.  He did not check the area east of where 
she said she parked.   
 
There were some male subjects outside of one of the residences nearby and Rodriguez 
spoke to them to ask if they had seen anything.  None of them had.  Rodriguez thought 
he had turned on his body-worn camera during his investigation in El Medio Street. 
 
At no point during the investigation did Root indicate that there was a possibility that she 
had caused the damage.  She was certain that the patrol vehicle had been struck in a 
hit-and-run. 
 
Commander Weeks asked Rodriguez to look at the narrative report from his hit-and-run 
collision report, 19-90723.  In the “Summary” section Rodriguez saw an obvious error in 
the report.  The report read that Root’s vehicle “was parked along the north curb line of 
El Medio Street, facing westbound” when the collision occurred.  Rodriguez confirmed 
that Root told him her car had been parked facing eastbound and that the word 
“westbound” should have read “eastbound” in that sentence. 
 
Rodriguez has not spoken to Root about this incident since that night.  He had nothing 
further to add. 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 01/02/20

  

 
To:   Case file    
 
From:  Sergeant Sarah Starr   
 
Subject:  2019-INT-005 - Interview of Sergeant Josef Munger 
 
 
On December 23, 2019, at 1613 hours, l interviewed Sergeant Josef Munger as a witness 
to an internal investigation involving Officer Gabrielle Root.  I had learned that he was the 
sergeant on duty the night that Officer Root reported a hit-and-run collision to her police 
vehicle (Unit #275).  Munger had made an entry into the Commander’s Log documenting 
the collision.  This interview was recorded, lasted approximately 10 minutes, and was 
conducted in Sergeant Munger’s office at the Ventura Police Department.  The following 
is a summary of our conversation. 
 
Sergeant Munger was working as the C-watch (night shift) supervisor on the night of 
Friday, 12-20-19.  This is not his normal shift, but he was working overtime to cover for 
Sergeant Harbert who had taken the shift off.  At some point during the shift he got a 
phone call from Officer Gabrielle Root.  She told him that she had cleared a call for service 
and had driven to the Westside Storefront where she discovered traffic collision damage 
to the passenger side of her vehicle.  She had not seen the damage prior to parking at 
the storefront and thought it occurred on her last call for service, at 115 El Medio Street, 
when she had parked on the wrong side of the street.  Sergeant Munger instructed her to 
contact her partner to take a Traffic Collision Report and that she should take photographs 
of the damage and complete a Notice of Incident report.  He also told her to go back to 
the scene and look for possible suspect vehicles.   
 
Sergeant Munger responded to the storefront and saw the damage to the passenger side 
of Officer Root’s vehicle.  He also went to El Medio Street and attempted to locate a 
suspect vehicle.  It seemed to him that numerous vehicles on the street had body damage 
and none stuck out as obvious suspect vehicles.  He spoke more with Officer Root and 
she said she was certain the damage had not been on the vehicle at the start of her shift 
and she had not noticed the damage until she was at the storefront. 
 
I asked Munger if Root’s call to him seemed like a normal report from an officer or if there 
was anything strange about it.  He initially said it was a normal call and he jokingly told 
her that she had hit something.  He even specifically asked her if she had hit something 
and she said “no.”  I initially ended my interview with Munger and stopped the recorder. 
Immediately after that, he said something to the effect of, “I had a feeling she wasn’t telling 



the truth.”  I restarted the recorder to continue the interview, specifically to address his 
comment. 
 
I asked Munger about Root’s demeanor and behavior during his interactions with her 
regarding this incident.  He said that she had been very upset and she thought that she 
was going to get in trouble.  She said that she had been in previous traffic collisions and 
she was afraid she was going to get in trouble.  Munger assured her that if her car had 
been parked and had been struck in a hit-and-run, she would not be in trouble.  That is 
when he specifically asked her, “Did you hit something?”  She replied, “no” and said that 
her car had been parked.  Munger had nothing further to add. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 01/20/2020  

 
To:   Case file    
 
From:  Commander Ryan Weeks   
 
Subject:  2019-INT-0005- Orozco Interview 
 
 
On January 20, 2020 Sgt. Starr and I interviewed Officer Enrique Orozco in the 
Professional Standards Conference Room.  I informed Orozco that he was not under 
investigation, but was being interviewed as a witness.   
 
I asked Orozco a series of questions and he told us essentially the following: 
 
Orozco was working C watch on patrol on 12/20/19.  He recalled somebody saying 
something over the police radio that there was a collision involving a police unit 
somewhere off of Ventura Avenue.  He didn’t hear anything else about the collision until 
the end of his shift when his team was in the report writing room.  At the end of shift, he 
learned that there was a hit and run to Root’s vehicle.  Orozco did not have any other 
details about the collision.  Orozco did not have any direct conversations with Root and 
he has not talked about the collision with Root since that evening.   
 
Our interview ended at 1251 hours. 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 01/16/2020  

 
To:   Case file    
 
From:  Commander Ryan Weeks   
 
Subject:  2019-INT-0005- Phinney Interview 
 
 
On January 16, 2020 at about 1019 hours, I interviewed Officer Phinney in my office.  I 
informed Phinney that she was not under investigation, but was being interviewed as a 
witness.   
 
I asked Phinney a series of questions and she told me essentially the following: 
 
Phinney is in the Field Training Program and was working with her FTO, Corporal 
Gutierrez, on the evening of December 20, 2019.  She recalled hearing something over 
the radio about a hit and run investigation to a VPD patrol unit.  She was unaware of 
who was talking on the radio, or who the investigation was for.   
 
At the end of shift, Phinney was in the report writing room and heard some officers 
talking about a collision or damage to Root’s patrol vehicle.  She recalls somebody 
mentioning that a vehicle was sideswiped, but she had no other details.  Phinney was 
trying to complete her own reports, so she wasn’t paying attention to the other 
conversations. 
 
Phinney has not had any conversations with Root about the collision or damage to her 
vehicle.   
 
Our interview concluded at 1023 hours. 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 01/20/2020  

 
To:   Case file    
 
From:  Commander Ryan Weeks   
 
Subject:  2019-INT-0005- Sipes Interview 
 
 
On January 20, 2020 Sgt. Starr and I interviewed Officer Sipes in the Professional 
Standards Conference Room.  I informed Sipes that he was not under investigation, but 
was being interviewed as a witness.   
 
I asked Sipes a series of questions and he told us essentially the following: 
 
Sipes was working C watch on patrol on the evening of 12/20/19.  At the end of his shift, 
while in the report writing room, he overhead officers talking about the fact that Root’s 
vehicle had been struck and sustained damage.  Sipes did not hear any details about 
how the vehicle was parked or how it sustained damage.  Sipes did not have any 
conversations with Root about the damage and he has not spoken to her since that 
evening about the damage or a hit and run collision. 
 
Sipes has never received any indication from Root that she may have caused the 
damage to her patrol unit. 
 
Our interview ended at 1245 hours. 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  Date: 01/15/2020  

 
To:   Case file    
 
From:  Commander Ryan Weeks   
 
Subject:  2019-INT-0005- Spies Interview 
 
 
On January 15, 2020 Sgt. Starr and I interviewed Officer Spies in the Professional 
Standards Conference Room.  I informed Spies that he was not under investigation, but 
was being interviewed as a witness.   
 
I asked Spies a series of questions and he told us essentially the following: 
 
Spies was working on Friday December 20, 2019.  He was made aware that there was 
some sort of incident involving damage to Officer Root’s patrol vehicle.  At some point in 
the evening, he noticed on his MDC that there was a hit and run to a Ventura Police 
Patrol Unit and he eventually had a phone conversation with Root at some point in the 
evening.  Spies did not remember if he called Root or if Root called him, but he did have 
a brief conversation with her about the incident.  Spies recalled Root making a 
statement to the effect of, “Just my luck, someone hit my car.”  Spies could not 
remember any other details about the phone conversation, except for the fact that Root 
indicated she had parked facing the wrong direction. 
 
Spies did not remember any sort of team conversation about the incident or any teasing 
at the end of shift or any other time.  Spies showed us his work phone and the team text 
thread from that evening.  There was no mention of Root or anything related to her 
vehicle. 
 
Since that initial phone call, Spies has not spoken with Root about her vehicle or the 
damage to it.  He has intentionally kept himself in the dark with regard to that incident.  
At no time has Root indicated to Spies that she caused the damage to the patrol unit. 
 
Our interview ended at 1607 hours. 
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General Offense Information
Reported on: Jan-10-2020  (Fri.) 827
Occurred on: Dec-20-2019  (Fri.) 2243
Approved on: Jan-22-2020  (Wed.)  by:   318  -  BROWN, M
Report submitted by: 423  -  CURTIS, DAVID
Org unit: MOTORS UNIT
Address: 101 EL MEDIO ST
                Municipality: VENTURA County: VENTURA COUNTY
                District: 1   Beat: 1   Grid: 20 
Family violence: No

Offenses (Completed/Attempted)
Offense: # 1   5499-3   TRAFFIC COLLISION- NO INJURY  -  COMPLETED
Location: Highway/Road/Alley/Street/Sidewalk
Offender suspected of using: NOT APPLICABLE (MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE)
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Related Person

2.  DRIVER # 1 - ROOT, GABRIELLE CHRISTINE

(Case Specific Information)
Sex: Female
Race: HISPANIC
Date of birth: Apr-14-1993 
Address:     Apartment: 
                Municipality: VENTURA    , California
                District: 7   Beat:    Grid: 91 

Linkage factors
Resident status : RESIDENT OF JURISDICTION
Age range : 22-29 YEARS
Related vehicle # : 1 - 
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Related Accident Details
Accident severity: NON INJURY (PROPERTY DAMAGE)
Report status: CITY PROPERTY OR VEHICLE INVOLVED
Charges filed: No
Speed limit: 25     Attended: Yes
Location type: CITY STREET/ALLEY
Drugs / Alcohol: No   Hit and run: No   Stolen vehicle: No  
Accident totals - Vehicles: 2 Injuries: Fatalities: Motorcycles: 

Parked: Pedestrians: Bicyclists: Other: 
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Related Property Report(s)
Report Information

Property Report #: 2049
Property case status: SEIZED/EVIDENCE
Submitted on: Jan-10-2020  (Fri.)     by: CURTIS, DAVID
Org unit: PATROL
Related:
Offense: GO  VE  2020- 2229 
Related items: 3

Articles - Evidence
Status: SEIZED/EVIDENCE Tag #: VE2049- 1
Article: YPAINT- OTHER
Serial # 1: UNKNOWN OAN:
Flags: d *e
Current Location: (Disposed)

Articles - Evidence
Status: SEIZED/EVIDENCE Tag #: VE2049- 2
Article: YPAINT- OTHER
Serial # 1: UNKNOWN OAN:
Description: PAINT SCRAPINGS FROM PARTY 1 VEHICLE, PARTOL EXPLORER
Flags: d *e
Current Location: (Disposed)

Articles - Evidence
Status: SEIZED/EVIDENCE Tag #: VE2049- 3
Article: YPART- OTHER
Make: GMC
Serial # 1: NONE OAN:
Description: SAMPLES FROM GMC SIERRA/PATROL UNIT/FROM DOJ RIVERSIDE
Flags: d *e
Current Location: (Disposed)

Flags = d (disposed) x (x-reference) n (entered on NCIC) *e (evidence)
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Related Image - ACCIDENT FORM
Attachment Description: TRAFFIC ACCIDENT REPORT
Reference Number:
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